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HEADLINE: “The War Is Still With Us”

{SOL, 2681.89} The worst suspicions of ISDN has been rendered a reality today by the official statement offered by Governor Cavazos.  The statement, broadcast on all civilian channels, confirms the presence of a second alien strike force.  

The no-fly zone outlined by TC officials is the center of activity.   A call for “a reasonable and rational response” on part of the civilian populace was repeated several times.  Fearing a panic in the central systems, the Confederation ships that had been sent to protect jump lanes from reckless pirates and unaffiliated mercenaries has now become an official blockade of the impacted systems. 

Governor Cavazos stated, “It is with a heavy heart that I must report a renewed conflict with the Aliens.  After careful assessment of the many reports our intelligence service has gathered over the last several weeks, it is our duty to notify the citizens of the Confederation that the war is still with us.”

No details were given as to the size of the invading fleet, but sources indicate that a majority of the Confederation fleet has moved into support positions around or inside the no-fly zone. 

Reports indicate that the alien forces have had their fair share of victories against the Confederation already in this short conflict.  The Ella system was nearly lost to an onslaught of Aliens that the Confederation was not prepared to confront.  
Immediately following the statement, a wave of protest from citizen rights groups such as the UIN was heard.  The Confederation has come under fire for withholding information that could have allegedly prevented the loss of civilian life up to this point. 

In response to these allegations TC officials have stated that, “This is a matter of galactic security, and as such, steps had to be taken to ensure proper containment of any hazards to the citizens of the Confederation.  For the safety of all of the Terran Confederation we request that all citizens follow the guidelines available from your local officiate representative. We feel for the innocent victims of this conflict and will make any and all attempts to resolve this situation as quickly and efficiently as possible.”

Recent public interest figure turned activist Sam Langtry, who is involved in an investigation into the unsafe R&D practices at Confederation Military research facilities, was at the head of a UIN protest against the, “deceptive methods of information management” allegedly employed by Confederation officials.

At a public gathering on the third settlement of Zeta Orionis Prime he stated, “This is par for the course for the TC.  Not since the W.E.C. have we seen such destructive policy played out on the populace.  If the next fifty years go the direction the last fifty years have gone we could be heading for another civil war that could make the W.E.C. dissolution look like a Sunday in the park.”

We here at ISDN recognize the importance to all citizens that the coming days hold.  We will attempt to provide the most accurate reporting we are capable of and keep you up to date on Confed forces progress in containing the alien threat. 

DELIVERED DAY 2
RELATED: General Assembly Hearings Postponed following Terrorist Bomb-Threats

{SOL, 2681.90}  The General Assembly hearings being held on the TSY arcology have been postponed until further investigation into alleged terrorist bomb-threats received by the Managing Officiate.

A device was found outside the Ozawa meeting hall last week and was determine to be a Neural EMP device with the message, “Freedom from Tyranny” encoded into the signal which would have been “broadcast” to any human within the area had it been activated.

In order to avoid any possible disruptions the hearings are being moved to a secret location, and all outside information has been cut off. 

We hope to bring the results of these hearings as soon as we are able.

DELIVERED DAY THREE
INTEREST: Letter responses
The response to the editorial printed by Robert Brindle has been so strong that we have decided to dedicate our editorial section to the voices of those readers who felt strongly enough to write in.  

Dear ISDN

It is about time that such words spoken in such a public forum!  Mr. Brindle is to be applauded for his words of warning.  I have watched systems once pristine reduced to scattered debris.  I have seen asteroid belts and planets alike raped for their resources in the name of “winning the war”.

What good is winning a war when you have destroyed yourself in the process?

Julia Thompson

Yllthane, Mu Cephei

To whom it may concern,

Robert Brindle reminds me of the damned Mandarins who sided with the Kilrathi.  I had to fight scum like them from within while fighting cats.  I lost the use of my legs after ejecting from an Epee in the Port Hedland system.  My ship had been sabotaged by one of the Mandarin who was captured and executed shortly thereafter. 

I believe that the Confederation [understands the risks] it takes and doesn’t want to see innocents robbed of their freedom, and systems with settlement potential destroyed by the need for military resources. 

Maybe Robert would prefer that [we all lived on] a peaceful, green, fruit bearing utopia raising cattle for our Kilrathi masters?  Personally, if we have to destroy the settled part of the galaxy to prevent aliens from destroying us, so be it.

I read ISDN to be informed, not to be spoon fed pacifist propaganda. Please cancel my subscription. 

Lieutenant Jeff Anderson (retired)

Earth, Sol

Robert,

My group has been working to achieve such resource reform for a number of years.  Our efforts in the Argent sector have shown that you can responsibly provide for all aspects of society while providing the Confederation with the required resources for military development.  

Your article stands as a testament to those of us dedicated to making a difference, and propelling the human race to a far more glorious position in the galaxy. 

I wish you the best of luck, and hope others understand the righteousness of your vision.

Warmest regards,

Luis Chau

Managing Officiate of Argent Resource management board

Official/ICIS
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Partial transcript of Dr. Benbow’s General Assembly address on possible Alien toxicology issues.

<continue feed>

TO:
Lt. Hands, Israel

FR:
Cmdr. Silver, Leonard J.

Sub:
RE: Intercepted transmission

Apprehend and detain the crew of the Hispaniola.  Confiscate any and all cargo, and deliver it to the Kasmir Research Facility on Centus Prime.  Trading in junk and trinkets is one thing, but this kind of scavenging must be controlled.  

Under no circumstances is the Hispaniola to be allowed to off-load her cargo.  Use deadly force, if necessary.

Please contact me when the Hispaniola’s cargo is secure.

Cmdr. Leonard Silver

TO:
Dr. Livesey, Morgan, Director, Kasmir Research Facility

FR:
Cmdr. Silver, Leonard J.

SBJ:
Second Chance

Dr Livesey,

Good news!  It looks like you will get another crack at a functional alien drive.  A derelict alien fighter will be delivered to your facility within the week. This time make sure your team doesn’t screw it up.  

I still have nightmares about your ‘accident’ at the Pherlon facility.  Please refrain from conducting any plasma weapon research while deconstructing the alien drive.  If you lose another facility, I’ll have your ass on a platter.

Cmdr. Leonard Silver

[Oh, BTW, the environmental controls may be functional on this craft as well.  Do you have anybody with biotech experience on your team?]

TO:
Cmdr. Silver, Leonard J.

FR:
Lt. Hands, Israel

Sub:
Cargo secure

Commander,

The Hispaniola’s cargo is secure.  The technical crew aboard the freighter had only partially disassembled the alien craft.  As per your orders, the fighter and all its components have been delivered to the Kasmir Research Facility. 

Oddly, the crew gave up without a fight.  Apparently one of the technical team caught some sort of rash that had them all spooked.

Lt. Israel Hand

TO:
Cmdr. Silver, Leonard J.

FR:
Dr. Livesey, Morgan

SBJ:
Craft received

Commander,

We have received the alien craft and begun our analysis.  We have successfully removed the drive unit, and are in the process of breaking down its key components.  Our work should progress quickly, and I will send weekly reports.

On a side note, our biotech division has been analyzing the environmental regulator in the ship, and is making good progress.  We have preserved the alien remains found in the cockpit for future study.  

Commander, did the alien craft pass through decontamination before it was shipped here?  As per CDC regulation I2230-A?  I only ask because a strange rash has broken out on a couple of the biotech team members, and it looks like it may be related to the alien craft. 

Sincerely,

Dr. Morgan Livesey

Director, Kasmir Research Facility

TO:
Lt.Cmdr. Smollett, Edward, Confed Disease Control

FR:
Cmdr. Silver, Leonard J.

SBJ:
Favor

Hey Ed, how are you doing?

I have a favor to ask of you.  I have been unable to raise anyone at the Kasmir Research Facility for several days. That idiot Morgan was running the place, and I fear that he has screwed up in a major way.  Do you think that you could discreetly take a team out there and see what’s up?  I’d really appreciate it.

Oh, and I’d have your team take full detox gear.  I have reason to believe that there may be some biochemical contamination at the facility.

Thanks, buddy.  I owe you one.

Leonard

<End confiscated Silver correspondence>

Dr. Benbow: On 2681.51 three square miles of Centius Prime was immolated from orbit.  It appears that Lt. Cmdr. Smollett flashed the Kasmir facility and surrounding area, then purposefully crashed his craft into the resulting firestorm.  His final transmission was largely incoherent, but it allowed us to track down Cmdr. Silver.

Gov. Sephert: Where is Silver now?

Dr. Benbow: He is being held in the Xervius Detention Facility.

Gov. Sephert: And the crew of the Hispaniola?

Dr. Benbow: Umm, I have been unable to verify the location of the Hispaniola or her crew.

Gov. Sephert: But weren’t they being detained?

Dr. Benbow: Yes, yes they were. There are conflicting reports as to what exactly happened. It seems they either escaped or were forced to leave. 

<Unintelligible mumblings…>

Gov. Sephert: Doctor, you are granted full authority to track this thing down.  Use whatever resources you require, but track down that ship!  The last thing we need is a major outbreak in an election year…

[Transcript ends.]

DELIVERED DAY ONE

TCS CERBERUS

--

Captain Report 

2681.89

EYES ONLY

Luyten system is next on the card, folks. Don’t expect a terribly warm welcome.  


There is every indication that we are going to have a tough time of it when we hit the system. Aliens have a fairly effective blockade going on and it’s up to us to ram our way through it and get to the Luyten outpost. 


I have personally penned a request for the Guinterin Combine to be held responsible for the loss of the Ana Maria Alberghetti, and the Blue Horizon (only just discovered). As a TC preferred corporation they should have known in advance that they were putting all of those civilians at risk.  Heads will roll if I can do anything about it, I assure you.  It’s ridiculous that these cruise-liners were running in light of the TC warnings. 

An incident report concerning the cruise liner BLUE HORIZON should be available shortly.  It has to clear a couple of channels, will probably take a few days. I expect you to read and understand this document as soon as it is made available. 
Your failure in protecting the Twilight Purchase will only fuel any accusations of Confederation neglect in the matter.   Several thousand people died, folks.  If we fail like this during the final stages of this conflict you can add a few zeros to that number. 

Success.  That is the only word which is coded to make me respond with a smile.  Anything less and you might as well be a chunk of floating meat in space. 

If you don’t value your family, your friends, your culture, your species just go right ahead and keep on flying this way.


The public is now fully aware of the scope of the alien presence following the destruction of these ships.  Luckily, we’ve had enough time to maneuver the fleet into position and set up containment plans for any possible panic. There might a few snags though now that the press has gotten a hold of the fact that we dropped the ball on the Twilight Purchase.  Dead witnesses say whatever people want them to say, and don’t care much for containing a possible panic.  You’ve just given a bunch of hard working Confederation folks more trouble than they need.   Jesus people, show me why the Midway valued you so much before we end up as just another statistic. 

Be strong, be prepared, stay alive. 

TCS CERBERUS

--

Personal Log: Lt. Lance Casey 

2681.91



DELIVERED DAY THREE

We’re on the way to Luyten.   Luyten station is said to have a lot of Confed ships.  This is good. We need a lot of backup if we’re going to make it through this. 

Spyder and I hung out most of last night.  He hears the same noise I hear during pre-jump staging, and that noise keeps him from sleeping at night as well.  Scary how deeply you begin to identify with each other…We stayed up and debated the validity of the current super carrier program.  Neither of us really give a damn, it just makes us feel like normal people to argue about something as meaningless.  Politics only matter to those who would be the first to die in a real conflict. 

A lot of those people were on the Twilight Purchase.  I’d never seen a cruise liner on anything except holo-vid.  Thing was massive.  

Really wasn’t any way to stop the bugs from tearing that thing apart.  No armor, no turrets, hell the shielding seems barely enough to get through a belt.  I’ve never heard a thousand people dying before.  Each one seemed to be trying to scream louder than the next; that last word hopefully heard by someone who will survive.  I’ve already modified the sample filter on my communications channel to ensure I’ll never hear it again. 

I’ve got to make Luyten count.  I’ll make up for every civie who burned on that liner with a dozen ‘sect corpses. 

The Twilight Purchase.  Man, seems cold-blooded to name a ship that after what happened in Trafalgar two years ago. What the hell was it doing out here?  Why in the name of everything holy didn’t the Guinterin Combine cease traffic through this area?  They have more government contracts than civilian schemes, they must have known the danger.  Somebody related to somebody on one of these liners is going to make sure some execs lose their ability to breathe. 

Found out that the hearings on Alien Intent or whatever it’s called was delayed after a terrorist bombing outside the dome.  It’s being moved to another location.  Should resume soon. 

Just got done the rest of Zero’s dad’s dirt on the virus.   Makes me want to move to McLean system to be as far away from anything real as possible. 

Okay then.

Luyten system.  Luyten station.  It has to be a stopover and I just know we’re going to have to fight for it, I just hope we don’t fail.  

I think I can sleep now.  Maybe. 
E-MAIL

DELIVERED SECOND DAY

TO: Lt. Lance Casey; Major Karl Bowen

FROM: Major Terrence O’Hearn

SUBJECT: Information pt.2

The second part of the transcript just came through. Doesn’t say too much more than the first, just some additional correspondences…

Needless to say, hope we don’t have any problems with this…

Anyway, read and learn, the docs should be in your official box. 

--{ZerO}--

TO: Major Terrence O’Hearn; Major Karl Bowen

FROM: Lt. Lance Casey

SUBJECT: RE: Information pt.2

Great bedtime story, Zero.

Hope you never have kids…probably end up in psych for life. 

------------------------

Casey

DELIVERED DAY THREE

TO: Major Terrence O’Hearn; Major Karl Bowen; Major Amber Elbereth; Lt. Jean Talvert

FROM: Lt. Lance Casey

SUBJECT: RE: RE: Enoch Murkins?

Anybody find the dirt on why the guy’s called Clippy?

-------------------------

Casey

TO: Major Terrence O’Hearn; Major Karl Bowen; Lt. Jean Talvert; Lt. Lance Casey

FROM: Major Amber Elbereth

SUBJECT: RE: RE: Enoch Murkins?

I know I must seem pretty anti-social, but I’m really interested in figuring this one out too.  

From his record he seemed to be in a bunch of close shaves.

Nah, who’d name themselves after a pun? 

*-*AmaZon*-*

TO: Major Terrence O’Hearn; Major Karl Bowen; Major Amber Elbereth; Lt. Lance Casey

FROM: Lt. Jean Talvert

SUBJECT: RE: RE: Enoch Murkins?

You mean Clippers?  No, that can’t be it.  

Maybe he’s always redlining it…You don’t think he monitors our communications do you?  

I really don’t want him to know we’re talking about this.  

He’s taken to yelling at me for absolutely nothing. 

Just about an hour ago, I threw an apple out that I’d been munching on and he screamed, “The CORE, EAT THE CORE, you don’t just throw an apple away on a Cruiser in deep space…You eat the core.” That went on for five minutes until I had fished the apple core out of the trash, washed it, and ate it in front of him.  

Apple cores do NOT taste good. 

This guy scares me.   Clippy…something seems right about it…

-_Stiletto_-

