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Austin, TX — The ORIGIN Systems/Custom Creation raft
race team basked in the glory of yet another Best of Show
Award for the KHFI 96.7 Austin Raft Race on July 30,
This was the 13th annual race to be held on Town Lake
and for the 3rd straight year ORIGIN was awarded the
grand prize trophy and $500 check. The raft was built in
typical ORIGIN ostentatious style and actually cost about

$3,200 to build over a six week period with help from

close to 20 people.

The theme was medieval, complete with a castle, a damsel
in distress (aren't they all?), a king, an independent smoke
breathing dragon and a knight on horseback to do the drag-
on in. All parts included, the spectacle weighed 1n at about
1,600 Ibs. and incredibly, never was tested in water until
the day of the race. The structure was supported by 12-inch
thick foam under a 20 foot by 20 foot frame created in scc-
tions for transport and assembled at the site of the race.
The height was just under the maximum specification of
15 feet allowing it to pass under the lowest bridge. Five
trolling motors were used (three in the castle, one in the
dragon and one more in the horse) to propel it the 3-mile
distance from the MoPac bridge to 1H-35.

As the castle-raft was paddled downstream (even the

motors weren't powerful enough to push 1t at times), the
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out hit their target time

"The wonderfully

playable products
ORIGIN keeps turning

and time again.”

|n Inh

What’s this? The Wing Commander Armada team still hard
at work on a product that has yet to ship and already the
honors are rolling in. That’s right. The editors at PC Gamer
were so impressed with an early version of the game, they
gave it an Editor’s Choice Award in the September edition.

“A satisfying mixture of conquest game and white-knuck-
led space-combat action,” exclaimed Lee Buchanan. “One
that you’ll be playing for a long, long time.” Buchanan
went on, “When you combine it (dogfighting) with enter-
taining strategic gameplay, convincing sound effects, and
the best graphics we’ve seen in a
Wing Commander game, you’ve
got an unqualified winner.”
Armada is getting good press from
other pubs, too. Interactive
Entertainment, the CD ROM maga-
zine, featured Armada on its cover
this month. Al Giovetti, who writes
for Electronic Entertainment, likes
the multi-player feature in the
game, He writes in this month’s
issue, “It’s the modem and network play feature that may

make Armada a product to check out.”

Mecanwhile, much-maligned Pacific Strike continues to
amaze with even more good reviews. Giovetti gave Pacific
Strike a thumbs up in Electronic Entertainment. “A visual
feast,” he gushed. “Some of the prettiest art I’ve seen in a

computer game. An excellent, polished game.”

David Gerding rated PS an A- in Electronic Games. “An
enjoyable challenge and worthy of any tlight combat fan’s
attention,” Gerding wrote. “The wonderfully playable prod-
ucts ORIGIN keeps turning out hit their target time and

time again.”

And how about this review from Jeft James in Computer
Player magazine. “Impressive graphics, animation and
sound effects. ORIGIN’s use of plot and storyline has
always been a hallmark of its simulation products, and it

absolutely shines brightly in Pacific Strike.”

Okay, so maybe there have been a few discouraging words
from some reviewers. Tom “KC” Basham bashed Pac
Strike for its frame rate problems among others things. But

hey, three out of four isn’t bad.

Ultima VII: Pagan continues its good showing with a nice
write-up in Computer Player. Ron Dulin says, “As far as
RPGs g0, Pagan, like the rest of the scries, 1s among the
best. Incredible graphics, great cinematic sequences and

stunning sound.”

The great reviews just keep on coming for Shadowcaster
CD. Trent Ward gives big Shad a score of 4.5 out of 5 in
the September edition of CD ROM Today. He writes,
“Combining the best high-speed arcade action with a fan-
tastic plot line and puzzles, Shadowcaster is guaranteed to
boggle the mind. The fast-paced play and brilliant visuals

will keep your face glued to the monitor for hours at a time.”

But wait, there’s more — more great previews of Wing
Commander IIL. In a wonderful six-page spread in
Computer Game Review, Steve Honeywell wrote,
“Gorgeous graphics in the cut scenes as well as the live
video will help make Wing Commander IIl a gaming expe-

rience to remember.”

And this from Edge, a UK gaming publication, “For once,
here’s a game that really can claim to be an interactive
movie. Even in VGA, the game still looks better than any-

thing the PC has ever seen.”

Finally, congratulations to the hard-working volunteers
who created ORIGIN and Custom Creation’s winning raft
at the KHFI raft race. The raft not only won Best of Show,
it was seen around the world on CNN broadcasts that
night. And the next morning, it was prominently displayed

in a color picture in the Austin American-Statesman.

Good show!
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TECH SHOATS -

_0U AND YOUR HARD DRIVE

by Steve Schlueter and Wayne Baker

As many of you are aware, a hard drive (HD) is at the core
of a microcomputer’s ability to store and retrieve data.
Sometimes, as with all mechanical devices, your drive can
quit, fail or somehow scramble your data beyond recogni-
tion, which for all intents and purposes, “sucks.” Error
messages, which indicate this failure, are sometimes seen
as “1701” or “HDD Failure” and when this happens, there
1sn’t much you can do except to call your technician. In the
meantime, you may want to avoid lost data and back up
your drive as often as possible, run a few diagnostics on
your HD, and know the warning signs before it’s too late.
This can sometimes catch a failure in progress and be just
enough to save what you have.

ORIGIN’s network has a hard-drive backup service known
as MSAFE, which recently was changed to MSAFEWS
(MSAFE Workstation). The important thing to remember is
that it’s completely up to you, as an empioyee/end user, to
take advantage of this service. Here’s how. Post a message
n the #Tech Support bulletin board to have a tech install
the service for you. Once 1it’s installed, and after exiting
Windows before you leave the office for the night, just type
“backup” at the c:\ prompt. Then hit ENTER. Leave your
computer on and go ahead and turn off your monitor. On
the next calendar day look in the backup log of cc:Mail
where you should find an entry showing that your hard
drive was backed up. If by chance your entry is not found
by noon the next day, check with network services. These
backups are good for one week, so it’s easiest if you
choose a day for backup and work it into your routine.

Your disk operating system (DOS) has some of the best
ways to check your HD. “CHKDSK C:” can be used to
check your HD’s filing system and report any discrepan-
cies. You may want to refer to your manual (everyone
should have one after the software audit) for details, but a
simple rule of thumb is that if it fits on one screen and
doesn’t report cross-linked files, you’re okay. If the screen
begins to scroll, you should call your technician or exten-
sion 611 at once. Always note the number that indicates
hard drive space available — you may need an upgrade
soon if the number is less than 10,000,000 bytes free.

~_another trick 1s to go into the Windows sub directory and

type “COPY.NUL”. After the screen scrolls for a while, the
resulit (last line) should read “1 file copied.” This tests the
drive’s ability to read all of your Windows files and can be
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used in any subdirectory you suspect is problematic. In
addition, always watch for, and report, errors like:

“DATA ERROR READING DRIVE C: (A)bort, (R)etry,
(Fail.” This is a biggie! Don’t hesitate to report this,
even if retry works. It is rare if such a problem is due to
fragmentation, and if a drive cannot dependably read data,
it obviously 1s not 100% dependable.

“INVALID MEDIA WRITING DRIVE C:” is an error that
means that you should STOP EVERYTHING AND GET
HELP NOW! Hope for the best but prepare for the worst.
If you backed up your hard drive recently, all you have to
deal with 1s the delay of getting your data rebuilt.

The key to using your hard drive is backing it up. It’s easy,

it’s automatic and it’s dependable. Do it today and enjoy
your hard drive. @
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Dana Kaplan joins ORIGIN as our first Product Manager
in the Marketing Department. She has worked her way

across the globe 1n a vanety of jobs from the Phoenix
desert to New York City tﬂl Florence, Italy. Like most, the
events that brought her to ORIGIN included luck and a lot
of persistence. Dana has her Masters Degree in
International Management from Thunderbird (no, not the
wine) Graduate School and she’s into Zen gardening.

Linda Powers 1s ORIGIN’s new Human Resources
Manager. She worked for 12 years in the H/R department
at Wayne Dresser Industries, which makes the point-of-sale
systems used at gasoline stations. Linda will be responsible
for benefits, recruiting, training and employee relations.
Linda likes to run, swim and knit, hopefully not all at the
same time.

Two new temps are Didier Jumeau, a foreign language
tester, and Forest Yule, who is working in Quality
Assurance.

There’s a large group of people that have left or are leaving
ORIGIN at this time. They include Lori Ortiz, Annmarie
Mathis, Suzanne Taylor, David Thacker (temp.), Eddie
Stringer, Kai Stringer, Dave Crappell, Rik Packham,
Brent Poer, Nathan Daughety, Eric Brown and Tammie
Parkhurst. Please wish these people well, as they will be
missed. (%
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Dear Point Man,

M. .

What's the latest with the new HQ?
Signed,

No Place Like Home

Dear Home,

What a timely question! In fact, the purchase of about
110 acres out at River Place should be final within the
next few days. But don't start packing vet; there are
still a few minor details to be ironed out.

Before anything can begin, the land has to be
mapped, subdivided, zoned and lawyered, a
process that will probably take about 6-9 months. Of
those 110 acres, we will only be able to build on
about 14 acres due to impervious ground cover rules
(SOS) and endangered species regulations. Then,
the actual HQ will most likely require 18-24 months of
construction. Right now, we're locking at outfitiing
about 100,00 square feet (this building is about 52,000
square feet). The place will probably be able to hold

about 700 employees with between 1200 and 1500
network drops!

A parade of architectural firms has been through
here the past week, vying for the contract. Each of
them wanted to know what kinds of things we want-
ed in the new place: communal areas, dining facili-
ties, cubes versus walled offices? Even the old Point
Man had an idea - why not put in a huge, gas-pow-
ered, do-it-yourself barbecue pit so we can bring
back the regular cockouts? And that's only the tip of
the iceberg. Do you out there in O-land have any
suggestions? Maybe sand volleyball courts? A legit
hoops court? Paging systems? Now's the time to put
in your $.02. Send your recommendations via e-mail
to Point of ORIGIN. We'll tally the results and print
them in the next issue as well as pass them along to
the Powers That Be in charge of the new HQ. And,
as always, be sure to send along your questions for
the Point Man. ]
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SpoElight:
Threepeat

FROM 1]

riders, dressed in costume, began a show of their own for
the folks lined up along the banks of Town Lake. They per-
formed a short skit written by Brian Martin with music
created and recorded by John Tipton and Randy Buck. It
started with a peaceful kingdom. But that passive picture
suddenly changed as the horrible dragon floated up to the
castle. The damsel in distress pleaded with the king to save
her, but all of the guardsmen were frightened and ran and
hid. So the king appointed Sir Lancelot to go out and
defeat the dragon, defending the damsel and her honor.
The knight accepted the challenge, of course, and the
horse-raft carried the knight out to the dragon-raft which
attempted to attack with vicious claws, folding wings and a
head that moved and belched smoke. Eventually, the
knight landed a fatal blow to the serpentine creature and it
slumped over and moved no more. The people of the castle
rejoiced and sang a ditty called The Camelot Song from
Monty Python and the Holy Grail.

The captain, if there is a “captain” on a castle, was Al
Carnley and his first mate was Billy Cain until he sudden-
ly departed to the UK. Richard Garriott took his place

and also piloted the raft. The dragon crew consisted of Mel —

Green and Page Ewing. The knight was Greg Dykes,
owner of Custom Creation. (Custom Creation performs
various types of construction services, including the front
lobby display cases at ORIGIN and designing and con-
structing ORIGIN’s trade show booths for CES, GenCon
and other shows.) The entire raft was built at Custom
Creation with their tools and under the guidance of experi-
enced craftsmen. Parts of the raft will be used for
Richard’s haunted house, where Custom Creation will also
play a major role. The crew that helped build and ride this
craft consisted of Chuck Zoch, James Flores, Shawn and
Patricia Rogers, Wayne Baker, James Monroe, Paula
Hublall, Steve Hemphill, Dawn Allee, Keith Ewing, Scott
Jones, Jake Albright, Jim Gould, Leanna Holmquist, Roger
Patterson, and Luna (Richard and Leanna’s puppy), whose
contribution of moral support throughout construction was
truly appreciated. Cathy Dykes also helped with the raft
and video production.

This year turnout was lower than expected and so there are
rumors that next year ORIGIN may co-sponsor the race to
assist with promotions.

As for this year, Captain Al put it best, “It wasn’t just a
victory, it was a threepeat, something even the Cowboys
haven’t done.” ¢
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Company Picnic

(Ed. note: A Multiple Choice Question. Sports events at
the company picnic were a) amazing, b) bizarre, c¢) ridicu-
lous, d) funny, e) athletic or f) all of the above. David
Ladyman sorts it all out in the following recap of picnic

activities. )

About 30 very dedicated volleyballers hit the hot sands 1n
the first of the picnic’s sports events, as No Mama, Don’t
Spank swept the Rood Dogs. Meanwhile, Big Stupid
Loser Butthead Jerks took the deciding game from

Sean Kelley edged him out with a 17.91. Tuesday Frase’s
initial-run time of 20.07 fared better, as she held on to beat
Shawn’s Patricia Rogers by half a second. On the kid
side, Al Moreno’s nephew (and Ana’s son) Justin won
with a run of 25.74.

In bubble-gum chewing, Mike Harrison whipped the
crowd to a frenzy, creaming a determined ficld of Michelle
Caddel, Mark Chandler, Alan Gardner, Richard
Garriott, Kay Gilmore, Sean Kelley, Denis Loubet,
Steve Muchow and Galen Svanas. On the links, Steve
Muchow posted a course-low 25, while Beth Loubet aced
one of twelve holes and putted her way to a women’s low
of 30. Bingo highlights include Justin Moreno’s double
win, Melissa Mead’s Brian Tyler winning the elephant
(then passing it on to a grateful Evie Ladyman) and Alan
Gardner’s and Colleen Hewes’s garnering of the cow and
dog (who's got B.0.7). And finally, 12 lovin’ couples were
awarded Reunion Ranch bandannas and garters for putting

Spiked Heels, 16-14. In the title game, No Mama (Evan
Brandt, Toby Shelton, Bill LaCoste, Marshall Andrews,

Tony Zurovece, Tony’s friend Jessica Rodriguez and

up with humiliation and a drenching. % 9

Charles Angel) jumped out to an early lead over the Big
Jerks and held on for the win.

Over on the hard court, Evan and Bill swept to their sec-
d win in as many events, this time with Darin Henley,
«_. Bobby’s Kids turned back Stupid is as Stupid Does
(21-17) and Hot with Fleas (15-12).

On the waterways, Wet & Mild (Sean Kelley, Tuesday
Frase, Kathie Lambdin and Kathie’s Bernie Beagle),
Pond Scum (Mel Green, Orette Brodrick, Rebecca
Wilson and Rob Irving) and We’re Gonna Cheat R s e S

(Shawn and Patricia Rogers, Sean’s Karen Kelley and e O
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Terry’s Arlene Manderfeld) all posted impressive first- S '
heat canoe runs. In the final, Tuesday and Sean got their il
team off to a rapid lead, but Kathie and Bernie took a hard
left on a straight course, allowing We’re Gonna Cheat to

sweep past to victory without any need to justify their team

Nnamne.
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In the Tug-of-War, a bunch of people beat a bunch of other s.!‘nc.'e course,

people. The major disappointment 1s that only two losers

-------
e

(Alan Gardner and one who shall remain nameless) were

pulled into the mud pit. |

and love ... exciting and new.
Pl e o Pickle passing {That’s Sean Kelly
sporfing the proper fechniquel

On the obstacle course, several folks turned in remarkable
times, while others simply turned in remarkable runs (7).
Kudos go to several just for having the nerve to make the ;
., while Dave Beyer gets high marks for a spectacular
“diving, somersault finish. Shawn Rogers’ initial-run time “ i s
of 18.64 seconds held on until the final run of the day, as e

Pie eating {uurrpph},



Albert Mayer is Employee of the Month for August. He was

nominated because of his help with the BioForge team,

several of whom had nice things to say about his work.

"Albert has consistently and without
complaints put forth a great deal of
time and effort to help with any prob-
lems that have arisen, even when they
may not fall within the realm of his

responsibility.”

"He's always prompt, efficient and

maintains an easygoing disposition no

matter how much work we ask him to do.”

Albert jaunted away with his winnings (actually, there

are no winnings) on a two-week vacation and we were

unable to get an interview for this issue. Please congrat-

ulate Albert when he returns. Sorry Albert, there's no

credit for the EOM parking place. ﬁ
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ORIGINites reap the spoils
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Crowds watch the winning raft
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The Future

fugust

13-17  Eqghead Sales Show aedltle, W
I7-81  GenCon Milwauhee, W
c4-c6  CO Home & Office Show New York City

ch Product Review letention Hall

seprember

46 ELT5 London
; Labor Day [ORIGIN Employee Day Off]

I Company Brown Bag Lunch Cafeferia
o8-30  Soffware, Efc. Sales Shotw Dallas

30 Product Review Defention Hall

Ocfober -
] Company Brown Bag Lunch Cafeferia
] ER Sales Conference adn Maleo
5-7  C-D ROM Expo Boston, MA
o Product Review Defention Hall

c8-31  Haunted House Brifannia Manor




