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1.  

FADE I N:  

I NT.  ASTEROI D WORLDLET -  CI TY BEACH.  

Fr om above,  t he beach l ooks l i ke i t  coul d be par t  of  a 
smal l  sea- si de c i t y  - -  a t en acr e expanse of  sand and pal m 
t r ees bor der ed by cr yst al  bl ue wat er .  

Waves l azi l y  l ap ont o t he beach.  Of f - dut y SAI LORS l augh 
and shove each ot her  as t hey wal k bar e- f oot ed i n t he sand.  
By a par k bench,  a WOMAN r ubs oi l  ont o her  SAI LOR 
BOYFRI END' S back.  A SECOND GROUP OF SAI LORS AND THEI R 
GI RLFRI ENDS,  al l  dr essed i n shor t s and t ops wi t h t r opi cal  
desi gns,  pl ay a game of  Ul t i mat e Fr i sbee f ur t her  up t he 
beach.  A TALL SAI LOR t hr ows “ l ong” . . .  

We f ol l ow hi s TEAMMATE as he makes an i mpossi bl y hi gh j ump 
t o cat ch t he f r i sbee,  r eveal i ng. . .  

The skyl i ne of  a t went y- sevent h cent ur y c i t y ,  nest l ed 
agai nst  t he f ar  wal l  of  t hi s hol l owed out  i s l and i n space.  
Hi gher  up,  huge f usi on power ed sunl amps - -  t he sour ce of  
our  ar t i f i c i al  sunl i ght  - -  ar e i mbedded i n t he r ough- hewn 
gr ani t e “ r oof ” ,  sur r oundi ng an enor mous por t hol e.  

SUPERI MPOSE:  ULYSSES SECTOR FLEET HEADQUARTERS -  TERRAN 
CONFEDERATI ON:  ASTEROI D WORLD “ PEGASUS” .  MARCH 15TH.  EARTH 
YEAR 2654.  0900 HOURS,  ZULU TI ME.  

The v i ew t hr ough t he por t hol e r eveal s t he bl ackness of  
i nt er st el l ar  space wi t h a f ew f ai nt  st ar s.  

RESUME BEACH - -  

The Teammat e f al l s  back t o “ ear t h” ,  c l ut chi ng t he f r i sbee 
t r i umphant l y,  but  t he Tal l  Sai l or  i sn' t  wat chi ng.  He 
cont i nues t o gaze upwar d at  somet hi ng over head. . .  

.  

HI S POV -  THROUGH GI ANT PORTHOLE 

A st r ange const el l at i on of  l umi nous dot s has now appear ed 
i n t he bl ack oval :  not  st ar s. . .  somet hi ng el se.  

RESUME BEACH - -  

Ai r  r ai d s i r ens begi n t o wai l  f r om t he t ower s of  t he c i t y .  
The Sai l or  Boyf r i end,  al ar med,  j umps up,  gr abbi ng hi s 
gi r l f r i end.  

She,  t oo l ooks up t hr ough t he por t hol e.  We f ol l ow her  gaze 
as we seem t o r i se up t o meet  t he l umi nous dot s t hat  ar e 
gr owi ng bi gger  and br i ght er  by t he second,  r esol v i ng i nt o 
SEVERAL MI SSI LES st r eaki ng t owar ds us. . .  

The mi ssi l es st r i ke t he por t hol e and a huge expl osi on 
br i ef l y  bl i nds us,  washi ng over  t he r ei nf or ced pl exi gl ass 
and bl ocki ng our  v i ew of  t he st ar s.  Sever al  sai l or s l ose 
t hei r  f oot i ng as t he gr ound shakes v i ol ent l y .  

( CONTI NUED)  
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Ever yone seems f r ozen,  l ooki ng up - -  and f or  a moment  i t  
seems as t he por t hol e sur v i ved t he i mpact ,  but . . .  

CLOSE ON PORTHOLE - -  

Smal l  spi der  l i ne cr acks st ar t  spr eadi ng over  t he sur f ace 
of  t he por t hol e.   They mul t i pl y wi t h a f r i ght eni ng speed,  
t hen. . .  

The pl exi gl ass SHATTERS OUTWARDS,  sucki ng t he at mospher e 
f r om t he wor l dl et . . .  

RESUME BEACH – 

EVERYTHI NG i s bei ng sucked upwar ds. . .  

The Sai l or  Boyf r i end,  hangi ng ont o t he par k bench,  i s  
t r y i ng t o desper at el y hol d ont o hi s gi r l f r i end.  But  hi s 
gr i p s l i ps and she t oo i s  sucked upwar ds. . .  

EXT.  ASTEROI D WORLDLET 

Expl osi ons r ock t he sur f ace of  t he ast er oi d wor l d,  whi ch 
i s  cover ed wi t h a l at t i ce wor k of  t ower s,  gun 
empl acement s,  ant ennae and docks.  Two monst r ousl y l ar ge 
i on engi nes ar e i mbedded i n t he “ r ear ”  of  t hi s mobi l e 
naval  base.  

Conf eder at i on capi t al  shi ps -  Dest r oyer s,  Cr ui ser s and 
sever al  Dr eadnaught s ar e caught  hel pl essl y i n t hei r  ber t hs 
as mi ssi l es and l aser  f i r e r ai n down on t hem f r om STRANGE,  
ALI EN FI GHTER CRAFT - -  t hei r  shapes al most  suggest i ng a 
TALON or  a CLAW.  They ar e KI LRATHI  shi ps - -  humani t y ' s  
mor t al  f oe f or  t he past  t went y year s of  i nt er st el l ar  
war f ar e.  The human shi ps t r y t o r et ur n f i r e - -  A st r eam of  
t achyon canon f i r e r i ses f r om t he sur f ace. . .  

But  i t  doesn' t  hel p.  For  ever y Ki l r at hi  shi p t hat  i s  
dest r oyed,  anot her  t akes i t ' s  pl ace.  What  f ew Conf ed 
f i ght er s t he wor l dl et  can l aunch ar e i nst ant l y  dest r oyed.  
The dest r uct i on i s  awesome and al l - encompassi ng.  

EXT.  KI LRATHI  BATTLE GROUP 

A huge al i en vessel ,  a heavi l y  ar mor ed “ Dr eadnought ”  c l ass 
shi p cal l ed a Snakei r  i s  at  t he cent er  of  t he bat t l e 
gr oup.  

I NT.  SNAKEI R ( DREADNOUGHT)  BRI DGE -  ADMI RAL' S FLAGSHI P 

The i nt er i or  of  t he huge space vessel  i s  near l y obscur ed 
by a t hi ck,  al most  v i scous gr een f og:  t he nut r i ent  
at mospher e f or  t he Ki l r at hi  of f i cer s and cr ew.  They ar e a 
bi ped,  t wo ar med r ace of  bei ngs near l y ei ght  f eet  t al l .  
But  t hei r  f eat ur es ar e obscur ed t o us i n t hi s mi st .  Onl y 
t hei r  eyes,  gl eami ng yel l ow,  seem t o penet r at e t he dense 
at mospher e.  

( CONTI NUED)  
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Ther e i s  somet hi ng vaguel y cat - l i ke about  t hei r  
s i l houet t es as t hey move l i t hel y about  t he br i dge as i f  
t hey coul d see c l ear l y. . .  whi ch t hey can.  Thei r  v i s i on i s  
i n t he i nf r ar ed spect r um.  A Ki l r at hi  CAPTAI N appr oaches 
t he bat t l e gr oup commander ,  known t o us onl y as t he 
ADMI RAL.  

ADJUTANT' S POV -  I NFRARED BAND 

Thr ough hi s eyes,  t he f og di sappear s as he comes up behi nd 
t he shadowy f i gur e,  st andi ng at  t he br i dge,  peer i ng out  
i nt o space t hr ough a t hi ck wi ndow.  The Capt ai n speaks i n a 
l ow hi ss i n t he Ki l r at hi  l anguage,  whi ch we r ead i n 
subt i t l es.  

KI LRATHI  CAPTAI N 
( Ki l r at hi ;  subt i t l ed)  

The sur pr i se i s  compl et e.  

KI LRATHI  ADMI RAL 
( Ki l r at hi ;  subt i t l ed)  

I  can see t hat  f or  mysel f .  Launch phase 
t wo of  t he at t ack.  

KI LRATHI  CAPTAI N 
Ri ght  away.  Admi r al .  

( t ur ns bar ks or der )  
Launch phase t wo!  

The or der  i n Ki l r at hi  i s  hi ssed sever al  mor e t i mes.  The 
Admi r al  t ur ns back t o wat ch t hr ough t he por t hol e.  

HUMAN VOI CE 
( f i l t er ed t hr ough a 
r espi r at or )  

St andar d Oper at i ng Pr ocedur e i s  t o 
act i vat e t he sel f - dest r uct  on t he 
Pegasus'  CONCOM f i ve mi nut es af t er  hul l  
br each.  I  hope your  commandoes can get  
t her e i n t i me.                                     

Hear i ng t hi s human voi ce i s  st ar t l i ng.  Mor e st ar t l i ng 
st i l l :  

A TERRAN CONFEDERATI ON NAVAL OFFI CER - -  

st i l l  i n uni f or m,  wear i ng a c l ear  f ace mask,  st eps t hr ough 
t he gr een f og,  j oi ni ng t he Ki l r at hi  of f i cer s.  

The Ki l r at hi  Admi r al  i s  of f ended.  Hi s voi ce i s  t i nny and 
s l i ght l y  del ayed as i t s  f i l t er ed t hr ough t he of f i cer ' s  
t r ansl at i on devi ce.  

KI LRATHI  ADMI RAL 
( Engl i sh;  t r ansl at ed)  

You' ve done your  j ob bet r ayi ng your  
r ace.  We ar e mor e t han capabl e of  doi ng 
our s.  

( CONTI NUED)  
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TRAI TOR 
They' r e no mor e par t  of  my r ace t han 
t he Sodomi t es wer e par t  of  t he di v i ne 
pl an.  I ' m doi ng God' s wi l l . . .  

KI LRATHI  ADMI RAL 
You Pi l gr i ms baf f l e me.  

TRAI TOR 
We ar e under st ood by Hi m. . .  

He makes a qui ck SI MPLE GESTURE,  bal l i ng a f i s t  and 
c l aspi ng hi s ot her  hand over  i t ,  c l ose t o hi s chest ,  much 
l i ke a Cat hol i c  wi l l  cr oss hi msel f  when ment i oni ng t he 
Lor d' s name.  

TRAI TOR 
That ' s  al l  t hat  mat t er s.  

I NT.  ASTEROI D WORLDLET -  COMMUNI CATI ONS COMPUTER ROOM 

An expl osi on bl ows t he seal ed door  of f  i t ' s  hi nges,  
sucki ng t he at mospher e f r om t he r oom.  SEVERAL KI LRATHI  
COMMANDOES,  dr essed i n power  ar mor  bur st  i nt o t he r oom,  
shoot i ng TWO SURPRI SED CONFED MARI NES.  

Hangi ng ont o t he mai n cont r ol  consol e,  an I NTEL OFFI CER 
desper at el y f i ght s t he pul l  of  t he escapi ng ai r  as he 
st r uggl es t o l ower  t he pal m of  hi s hand ont o a gl owi ng r ed 
squar e set  i n t he consol e.  Just  as hi s hand i s about  t o 
t ouch t he panel . . .  

Hi s chest  ERUPTS WI TH A SMALL EXPLOSI ON,  dr opl et s of  bl ood 
f r om t he dead of f i cer  hang i n t he now ai r - l ess r oom. . .  

The KI LRATHI  COMMANDER l ower s hi s weapon,  Wi t h hi s 
magnet i zed boot s keepi ng hi m f i r ml y f i xed t o t he gr ound,  
t he Commander  st r i des t owar ds a t al l  comput er  uni t ,  f ul l  
of  bl i nk i ng l i ght s.   He r eaches down and unpl ugs a 
COMPUTER CHI P,  hol di ng i t  up - -  l i ke i t  i s  some ki nd of  
pr i ze.  Thr ough hi s v i sor ,  hi s al i en f ace al most  seems t o 
smi l e. . .  

EXT.  ASTEROI D WORLDLET -  DOCKS 

A si ngl e cr af t  suddenl y bl ast s away f r om t he docks and 
escapes t he dest r uct i on bel ow.  

EXT.  DI LI GENT 

The escapi ng mer chant man,  t he Di l i gent ,  s t r eaks away f r om 
t he bat t l e,  headi ng i nt o deep space t owar d a di st ant ,  
di sk-  
l i ke f or m i n t he bl ackness dead ahead.  
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I NT.  BRI DGE -  DI LI GENT 

A gr i m,  r uggedl y handsome man of  i ndet er mi nat e age,  
l ooki ng mor e l i ke a pi r at e t han a mer chant ,  keys a code 
i nt o t he communi cat i ons comput er  and swi t ches on t he 
Di l i gent ' s  “ j ump dr i ve”  af t er bur ner s.  James Taggar t ,  
bet t er  know as PALADI N,  l ooks back at  t he Ast er oi d 
Wor l dl et  one l ast  t i me,  but  hi s f eel i ngs ar e i mpossi bl e t o 
r ead.  

HI S POV -  THE ASTEROI D WORLD 

The Ki l r at hi  dest r oyer s now r epl ace t he f i ght er s,  and 
begi n beami ng awesome bl ast s of  ant i mat t er  ener gy ont o t he 
sur f ace of  t he smal l ,  sel f  cont ai ned wor l dl et .  Even f r om 
t hi s di st ance,  t he dest r uct i on al r eady seems t oo gr eat  f or  
anyt hi ng t o sur v i ve.  

I NT.  SNAKEI R BRI DGE 

KI LRATHI  CAPTAI N 
( Ki l r at hi :  subt i t l ed)  

A human shi p i s  escapi ng.  I t ' s  
t r ansmi t t i ng a Pi l gr i m code.  

TRAI TOR 
Let  i t  go.  

The Ki l r at hi  Admi r al  mer el y s i gnal s hi s agr eement .  He 
t ur ns back t o wat ch t he f i nal  st ages of  t he dest r uct i on of  
t he Ast er oi d Wor l dl et .  

EXT.  DI LI GENT 

The space cr af t  gai ns speed qui ckl y,  dr awi ng a l ong l i ght  
t r ace t owar d t he cent er  of  t he l umi nous whi r l i ng c l oud 
wi t h t he bl ack hol e i n i t s  cent er .                        

DI SSOLVE TO:  

EXT.  POLARI S ROADS “ ANCHORAGE”  -  BEHI ND I CE MOON 

The Di l i gent  cr ui ses ar ound t he i ce moon unt i l  a 
Conf eder at i on Bat t l e Fl eet  hoves i nt o v i ew,  power f ul  and 
i mpr essi ve,  wi t h sever al  car r i er  c l ass shi ps,  as wel l  as 
dr eadnought s,  cr ui ser s,  dest r oyer s,  and a dozen smal l er  
f i ght er s pat r ol l i ng t he per i met er .  The Di l i gent  heads 
f or . . .  

EXT.  STARBASE -  POLARI S ROADS FLEET HEADQUARTERS 

Thi s st r uct ur e dwar f s al l  ot her  shi ps.  The Di l i gent  seems 
an i nsi gni f i cant  speck next  t o i t .  Li ght s gl eam f r om 
hundr eds of  por t hol es on t he st ar base.  
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SUPERI MPOSE:  CONFEDERATI ON NAVAL BASE:  POLARI S ROADS.  
APRI L 3RD.  1600 HOURS,  ZULU TI ME.  

We ZOOM I N on a set  of  wi ndows,  l ar ger  t han any ot her ,  
unt i l  we can see t wo f i gur es.  St i l l  c l oser  we see t hey ar e 
Conf eder at i on of f i cer s,  Admi r al .  TOLWYN,  and Commodor e 
RI CHARD BELLEGARDE.  

I NT.  TOLWYN' S OFFI CE – STARBASE 

Bel l egar de has j ust  hear d some ver y bad news f r om Tol wyn.  

BELLEGARDE 
The Pegasus? 

( beat :  r eal i zes)  
My God. . .  The ent i r e war  ef f or t  coul d 
be compr omi sed.  The r oad t o Ear t h i s  
wi de open.  

TOLWYN 
She was dest r oyed i n t he Ul ysses 
Cor r i dor  t wo weeks ago.  At t acked by an 
ent i r e Ki l r at hi  bat t l e gr oup.  

BELLEGARDE 
I t  had t o be a t ar get  of  oppor t uni t y. . .  

TOLWYN 
Her  f l i ght  pl an was t op secr et .  Onl y a  
f ew f l eet  of f i cer s knew i t .  

( l oud,  c l ear  voi ce)  
Socr at es,  what  ar e t he odds t hat  t he 
Ki l r at hi  acci dent l y di scover ed t he 
Pegasus i n t he Ul ysses Cor r i dor ? 

The voi ce of  Tol wyn' s Ar t i f i c i al  I nt el l i gence Uni t ,  
SOCRATES,  i nst ant l y  r epl i es i n a pl easant ,  busi ness- l i ke 
t one.  

SOCRATES 
( voi ce)  

Roughl y one chance i n a hundr ed 
mi l l i on. . .  t o t he t went y- f i f t h power .  

Bot h men absor b t hi s i nf or mat i on.  

BELLEGARDE 
They knew.  But  how? 

TOLWYN 
That ' s  what  we have t o f i nd out . . .  We 
need a v i ct or y,  Ri char d,  or  I ' m af r ai d 
t her e' l l  be no st oppi ng t he Ki l r at hi .  

Tol wyn' s ADJUTANT ent er s.  

( CONTI NUED)  
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ADJUTANT 
The young Li eut enant  i s  her e,  s i r .  

TOLWYN 
Thank you.  Show hi m i n.  

The Adj ut ant  opens t he door  f or  LT.  CHRI STOPHER BLAI R.  

Bl ai r  i s  i n hi s mi d- t went i es,  st r ai ght  out  of  t he academy.  
But  t her e' s an ai r  of  r ebel l i on about  hi m.  I t ' s  i n t he way 
he wear s hi s uni f or m,  t he choppy hai r cut ,  and t he 
chal l engi ng st ar e.  

Bl ai r  ent er s and l azi l y  sal ut es,  uni mpr essed by al l  t hi s 

aut hor i t y .  

BLAI R 
Li eut enant  Bl ai r ,  r epor t i ng as 
r equest ed,  s i r .  

TOLWYN 
At  ease.  

Tol wyn s i zes up t he man i n f r ont  of  hi m,  t hen smi l es.  

TOLWYN 
I  can see you' r e your  Fat her ' s  son,  
al r i ght .  

BLAI R 
Si r ? 

TOLWYN 
We f ought  t oget her .  I n t he Pi l gr i m 
War s.  He was never  i mpr essed by 
Admi r al s ei t her .  
 

Tol wyn hol ds a SMALL MI NI - DI SK up.  The l ook on hi s f ace 
changes,  al l  busi ness.  

TOLWYN 
I  need you t o gi ve t hi s t o Capt ai n 
Sansky,  on t he Ti ger  Cl aw. . .  

EXT.  DEEP SPACE -  NEAR BLACK HOLE 

The Bl ack Hol e i s  an i mpr essi ve whi r l i ng di sk of  l umi nous 
gas wi t h i t s  t r ademar k bl ack cent er  -  t he event  hor i zon 
beyond whi ch even l i ght  cannot  escape.  The wel l  wor n shape 
of  t he Di l i gent  moves i nt o f r ame.  

SUPERI MPOSE:  REQUI SI TI ONED MERCHANTMAN DI LI GENT:  NEAR 
BLACK HOLE,  TRI DENT SYSTEM.  APRI L 4TH.  1220 HOURS,  ZULU 
TI ME.  
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I NT.  DI LI GENT -  TI NY CABI N 

Bl ai r  i s  spr awl ed out  on hi s bunk - -  as spr awl ed as one 
can be i n a cabi n t he s i ze of  a shoe box.  He' s f i nger i ng a 
SI LVER CROSS t hat  hangs ar ound hi s neck.  I t  coul d be a 
t r adi t i onal  cr uci f i x  except  t hat  i t  ends i n a DAGGER 
POI NT.  

A VERY SMALL MAN,  about  s i xt een i nches t al l ,  appear s t o 
s i t  on a shel f  j ust  above hi s head,  wat chi ng.  Thi s i s ,  i n 
f act ,  A HOLOGRAM,  pr oj ect ed by Bl ai r ' s  por t abl e per sonal  
comput er  ( PPC) ,  MERLI N.  Mer l i n has a f ur r owed br ow,  a 
r ecedi ng hai r l i ne,  and paces i ncessant l y.  

MERLI N 
I  quest i on Admi r al  Tol wyn' s mot i ves.  

BLAI R 
   You quest i on ever yt hi ng.  

MERLI N 
Why you? What ' s so t op secr et ? Why 
can' t  t hey j ust  t r ansmi t  t he message? 

BLAI R 
Di d I  pr ogr am you t o be t hi s par anoi d? 

MERLI N 
Have you t aken a good l ook ar ound t hi s 
so- cal l ed space- cr af t ? I t  shoul d be 
haul i ng gar bage,  not  maki ng j umps 
t hr ough war p hol es.  

BLAI R 
Then I  guess we' r e al l  goi ng t o di e.  

MERLI N 

Woul d you l i ke me t o est i mat e t he 
pr obabi l i t y  of  j ust  t hat  happeni ng? 

BLAI R 
I ' d l i ke you shut  up.  

MERLI N 
Fi ne.  Lt .  Mar shal l ' s  appr oachi ng t he 
hat ch.  

And moment s '  l at er  t he HATCH OPENS and t her e st ands TODD 
' MANI AC'  MARSHALL.  Mani ac i s  Bl ai r ' s  age and a f el l ow 
pi l ot ,  but  t he r esembl ance ends t her e.  Wher e Bl ai r  seems 
cl osed- of f  and br oodi ng.  Mani ac ' s an open book - -  bi g-  
boned and wi t h a s l i ght l y  cr azed gl eam i n hi s eye.  

MANI AC 
Up and at  ' em,  hal f - br eed.  Capt ai n 
want s us on t he br i dge.  

( CONTI NUED)  
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He gl ances up at  Mer l i n,  who now si t s i mmobi l e,  but  wi t h 
eyes t hat  seem t o f ol l ow you ar ound t he r oom,  l i ke a 
cr eepy opt i cal  i l l us i on.  

MANI AC 
What ' s wi t h your  evi l  t wi n? 

BLAI R 
He' s pout i ng.  

MANI AC 
Wei r d,  man. . .  Do you ever  t hi nk about  
t he f act  t hat  you cr eat ed hi s 
per sonal i t y  al gor i t hm? I  mean -  doesn' t  
t hat  make hi m yon? 

BLAI R 
He was my f at her ' s  PPC.  The whol e 
r epr ogr ammi ng t hi ng j ust  never  seems t o 
wor k out .  

MANI AC 
Yeah - -  t he s i ns of  t he f at her . . .  

Bl ai r  shut s down Mer l i n' s  hol ogr am and heads f or  t he hat ch 
wi t h Mani ac.  But  Mer l i n st i l l  has a voi ce.  

MERLI N 
( voi ce onl y)  

Have you been put t i ng on wei ght  Lt .  
Mar shal l ? My sensor s seem t o 
i ndi cat e. . .  

I NT.  BRI DGE -  DI LI GENT 

Pal adi n i s  cal ml y char t i ng t he Di l i gent ' s  cour se on a 
hol ogr aphi c gr i d model ,  t aki ng up hal f  t he br i dge.  BLAI R 
and Mani ac ar r i ve,  ducki ng t hr ough a smal l  hat ch- way.  

PALADI N 
Gent l emen. . .  I  woke up t hi s mor ni ng 
f eel i ng - -  what  a per f ect  day t o f l y  
t hr ough a bl ack hol e.  

MANI AC 
( r el i shi ng t he t hought )  

Capt ai n,  I  woke up f eel i ng t he same 
t hi ng.  

PALADI N 
Al r i ght ,  you Navy scr ubs,  r eady f or  a 
r eal  r i de? 

BLAI R 
So how about  l et t i ng a r eal  pi l ot  
navi gat e t hi s one,  t hen.  

( CONTI NUED)  
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PALADI N 
A r eal  pi l ot ? Wel l ,  t hen t he hel m' s 
your s.  

Bot h Bl ai r  And Mani c r eact .  

MANI AC 
( t r ul y wor r i ed)  

You' r e not  ser i ous.  Bl ai r ' s  never  made 
a j ump bef or e.  He was j ust  j ok i ng.  

PALADI N 
Fi r st  t i me f or  ever yt hi ng.  I f  I  don' t  
show you boys how t o f l y ,  whose goi ng 
t o wi n t he war ? 

And wi t h t hat .  Pal adi n pl ugs t he l ast  coor di nat es i n and 
pushes a but t on.  Suddenl y,  t he hol ogr aphi c gr i d begi ns t o 
f ol d i nwar d,  cr eat i ng a st r ange spi ke i nl i ne concave 
sur f ace.  Thi s i s  t he “ j ump poi nt ” ,  an i ndent at i on i n t he 
space t i me cont i nuum.  Pal adi n put s hi s hand on t he t i p of  
t he spi ke.  

PALADI N 
The bl ack hol e i s  down her e.  I t ' s  
gr avi t y di st or t s t he space,  t i me 
cont i nuum.  

( moves hands t o br oad end of  
spi ke)  

We want  t o cr oss her e,  j ump over  t he 
i nt er veni ng space,  and ar r i ve on t he 
ot her  s i de. . .  

( cheeks r eadout )  
. . .  f or  a net  savi ngs of  s i x mont hs 
t r avel ,  even at  l i ght  mach poi nt  ni ne.  
Of  cour se,  i f  we mi ss,  bad t hi ngs 
happen.  

MANI AC 
Yeah,  we get  pul l ed i nt o t he event  
hor i zon l i ke a l ong ai r i ng of  
spaghet t i ,  one mol ecul e at  a t i me. . .  

BLAI R 
( hi di ng hi s ner vousness)  

Your  l i f e i s  i n my hands,  Mani ac.  

MANI AC 
Tr eat  i t  r i ght ,  hal f - br eed.  

PALADI N 
Pl ot  your  cour se,  Mi st er  Bl ai r .  

Bl ai r  i s  as wor r i ed as Mani ac,  but  he bends over  t he 

comput er  consol e.  

( CONTI NUED)  
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BLAI R 
Coor di nat es l ocked i n.  

Pal adi n st udi es t he consol e.  

PALADI N 
Good.  Accel er at e t o poi nt  ni ne.  

Bl ai r  moves a cont r ol .  The shi p l ur ches,  t hr owi ng Mani ac 

of f  bal ance.  

BLAI R 
You mi ght  want  t o st r ap your sel f  i n.  

Mani ac gl ar es and obeys.  Smi l i ng,  Pal adi n s l i ps i nt o t he 
seat  next  t o Bl ai r .  

BLAI R 
The r eadout s ar e changi ng.  

PALADI N 
I gnor e t hem.  The gr avi t y f r om t he Bl ack 
Hol e i s  s l owi ng t he comput er  
comput at i ons.  St ay on manual  over r i de 
and st i ck wi t h t he or i gi nal  cour se.  

A war ni ng COMPUTER VOI CE suddenl y speaks.  

COMPUTER VOI CE 
( over  l oudspeaker )  

At t ent i on!  Al t er  cour se i mmedi at el y.  
Gr avi t at i onal  pul l  exceeds t hr ust .  
Al t er  cour se i mmedi at el y.  

Bl ai r  gl ances at  Pal adi n,  ver y wor r i ed.  

PALADI N 
I gnor e t hat ,  t oo.  Tr ust  your  own 
comput at i ons.  

Mani ac i s  near l y f r ozen i n hi s seat .  

MANI AC 
Who says hi s cour se was r i ght  t o begi n 
wi t h? 

PALADI N 
( i r oni c)  

We' l l  soon know.  

Mani ac al most  comes out  of  hi s seat  t o gr ab t he cont r ol s.  

MANI AC 
Thi s i s  cr azy.  I  say we abor t .  

( CONTI NUED)  



12.  
CONTI NUED:  ( 3)  

Pal adi n gr abs Mani ac ' s ar m i n a v i ce- l i ke gr i p,  and l ooks 

i nt o hi s eyes.  

BLAI R 
Maybe he' s r i ght !  I  coul d have scr ewed 
up!  

Bl ai r  r eaches f or  t he cont r ol s.  Pal adi n st ops hi m.  

PALADI N 
( cal m)  

You have t o t r ust  your sel f .  Do you? 

Bl ai r  hesi t at es,  t hen f ocuses on t he bl ur  of  r eadout s 
f l ashi ng acr oss t he scr een.  The Comput er  Voi ce dr ones on.  

COMPUTER VOI CE 
War ni ng.  Gr avi t at i onal  pul l  exceeds 
t hr ust .  Al t er  cour se i mmedi at el y.  

BLAI R 
( r ecover i ng)  

Mi nus s i x and count i ng. . . .  

Subconsci ousl y,  Bl ai r  pul l s  out  hi s cr oss. .  

OUTSI DE THE BRI DGE - -  

t he l umi nous gas di sk l ooms ver y l ar ge,  t he bl ack hol e 
seems t o beckon omi nousl y.  

ON THE CONSOLE - -  

The di gi t al  count down cont i nues,  4,  3,  2,  1 

ON THE BRI DGE - -  

Ther e i s  a t r emendous shudder  as some bar r i er  i s  
br eached. . .  Mani ac l et s out  a st r angl ed cr y. . .  BLAI R 
ki sses hi s cr oss. . .  t hen ever yt hi ng i s  f r ozen i n t i me.  The 
r eadout s cease,  t he t hr ee men ar e mot i onl ess.  

OUTSI DE THE BRI DGE - -  

t her e ar e no st ar s,  no l umi nous di sk. . .  onl y t he bl ack 
Voi d.  Fr om our  per spect i ve,  t hi s l ast s f or  many seconds,  
t hen. . .  

RESUME BRI DGE - -  

an even mor e v i ol ent  shudder  whi ch t hr ows ever yone i n t he 
cabi n f or war d.  The shi p shi mmi es wi l dl y,  and Pal adi n 
r eaches out  and adj ust s a st abi l i zer  cont r ol .  The r i de 
smoot hs.  
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Ther e i s  no s i gn of  t he l umi nous di sk and t he bl ack hol e,  
onl y new and unf ami l i ar  st ar s,  and di st ant  pl anet s.  

Bl ai r ,  embar r assed,  qui ckl y s l i ps hi s cr oss back under  hi s 
shi r t .  Pal adi n not i ces but  doesn' t  say anyt hi ng.  

PALADI N 
Wel come t o t he Char bydi s sect or .  

Bot h young l i eut enant s ar e t oo abashed t o say anyt hi ng.  
Pal adi n doesn' t  r ub i t  i n.  Bl ai r  sees somet hi ng on a 
scr een.  

BLAI R 
Get t i ng a st r ong beacon s i gnal  at  t hr ee 
o' c l ock.  

PALADI N 
Set  your  cour se f or  i t ,  Mi st er  Bl ai r .  

Pal adi n l eaves t he br i dge.  Bl ai r  s t eer s t he shi p ar ound i n 
l i ne wi t h t he beacon Si gnal .  Nei t her  speaks.  

I NT.  DI LI GENT -  PALADI N' S QUARTERS 

Pal adi n' s door  i s  open.  Bl ai r  appear s.  Pal adi n i s  st udyi ng 
An anci ent  st ar  char t .  

PALADI N 
Come i n,  Bl ai r .  

Bl ai r  s t eps i nt o t he quar t er s,  Spar t an at  best .  A col d 
meal  i s  scat t er ed over  t he ol d st ar  char t s.  

BLAI R 
I  r educed speed as you r equest ed.  
Hol di ng st eady on t hat  beacon.  Mani ac 
has t he hel m.  

He sees t he ol d st ar  char t s.  

BLAI R 
These must  be ant i ques.  

PALADI N 
Made by t he f i r s t  expl or er s i n t he 
sect or .  Somet i mes t hey not ed somet hi ng 
t hat  was mi ssed i n l at er  sur veys.  

BLAI R 
( r eads)  

The Ul ysses Cor r i dor . . .  That ' s  a hal f -  
year  of  har d t r avel  f r om her e.  

( CONTI NUED)  
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Pal adi n st ar t s f ol di ng t he st ar  char t s.  

PALADI N 
( changi ng t he subj ect )  

I  coul dn' t  hel p not i c i ng you wear  a 
Pi l gr i m cr oss. . .  

BLAI R 
Not hi ng I ' m t r y i ng t o hi de.  I t  was my 
Mot her ' s.  I  wear  i t  because she want s 
me t o.  

PALADI N 
A Conf ed pi l ot ,  wear i ng a Pi l gr i m 
cr oss.  Ki nd of  a mi xed message I ' d say.  

BLAI R 
I  know who I  am.  

PALADI N 
Doesn' t  bot her  you bei ng cal l ed a hal f -  
br eed? 

BLAI R 
Mani ac can cal l  me what  he want s,  and 
he does. . .  Li st en,  s i r ,  i f  you' r e 
wor r i ed about  my del i cat e f eel i ng don' t  
be.  I ' ve deal t  wi t h t hi s hal f - br eed 
shi t ,  i f  you' l l  excuse t he expr essi on,  
al l  my l i f e - -  

PALADI N 
I t  i s  shi t .  I ' ve been ar ound a l ong 
t i me,  Li eut enant  and I ' ve seen mor e 
t han my f ai r  shar e of  pr ej udi ced j er ks.  
I ' ve spent  t he past  t went y year s f l y i ng 
ar ound at  near  l i ght  speed.  

BLAI R 
Twent y year s? That  woul d make you. . .  

PALADI N 
A hundr ed and f i ve i n pl anet  year s.  You 
wat ch your  f r i ends on your  home pl anet  
gr ow ol d and di e. . .  You l ose al l  sense 
of  home or  bel ongi ng.  I t  makes you f eel  
l i ke an out s i der .  So even t hough I  
t hi nk t he Pi l gr i ms ar e cr azy and i t  was 
a war  t hey had t o l ose,  I ' ve al ways 
f el t  sympat hy f or  t hem - -  as one 
out s i der  t o anot her .  I f  you know what  I  
mean.  

BLAI R 
I  do.  But  you can save your  sympat hy 
f or  t hem.  I  r eal l y  don' t  need i t .  No 
of f ense,  s i r .  

( CONTI NUED)  
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Just  t hen,  t he shi p l ur ches wi t h a sudden sur ge of  
accel er at i on.  

PALADI N 
The bl oody f ool !  

And Pal adi n f l i es out  of  t he cabi n.  

EXT.  DEEP SPACE -  CHARBYDI S SECTOR 

The Di l i gent  t ur ns and set s i t s  new cour se.  We can hear  
t he STEADY BEEPI NG of  t he “ beacon s i gnal ”  f r om t he 
navi gat i on equi pment .  I n t he di st ance,  an i mmense bl ack 
hol e,  sur r ounded not  onl y by whi r l i ng gas c l ouds,  but  by 
ent i r e suns,  l ooms i nt o v i ew.  Thi s i s  t he Char bydi s 
Quasar .  

I NT.  BRI DGE – DI LI GENT 

Pal adi n st or ms ont o t he br i dge,  f ol l owed by Bl ai r .  

PALADI N 
Get  up!  

Mani ac vacat es t he capt ai n' s chai r .  Pal adi n st udi es t he 
i nst r ument s.  

PALADI N 
Di d you change cour se? 

MANI AC 
No,  j ust  boost ed t he power .  Why dog i t  
when we can be at  t hat  beacon i n an 
hour ? 

PALADI N 
I t ' s  not  a beacon,  you cr et i n,  i t ' s  a 
col l apsed neut r on st ar !  

Thi s gal vani zes bot h Bl ai r  and Mani ac.  

Mer l i n al so spr i ngs t o l i f e,  sel f - act i vat i ng and begi ns 
paci ng.  

MERLI N 
I  t ol d you t hi s shi p wasn' t  up t he j ob.  
I ' l l  r un t he pr obabi l i t i es I  sai d.  Oh,  
no,  you sai d. . .  

PALADI N 
Shut  t hat  t hi ng up,  or  I ' l l  j et t i son 
i t .  

Mer l i n f r eezes,  mut e.  

( CONTI NUED)  
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Pal adi n uses a t el escopi c l ens t o br i ng up a di m obj ect  on 
t he scr een,  a bl ur r ed i mage of  a spi nni ng r ock,  gener at i ng 
a power f ul  r adi o beam!  Pal adi n begi ns f i r i ng r ever se 
t hr ust er s,  t hr owi ng t he t wo younger  men f or war d as he 
s l owl y al t er s cour se.  

PALADI N 
One t easpoon of  t hat  r ock wei ghs mor e 
t han your  home pl anet s combi ned!  

The Di l i gent ' s  sk i n begi ns t o GROAN and CREAK.  

BLAI R 
Ar e we past  her  gr avi t at i onal  PNR,  yet ? 

Pal adi n f ever i shl y t hr ows swi t ches,  makes adj ust ment s,  
t ot al l y  concent r at ed on t he t ask.  The spi nni ng neut r on 
st ar  appear s c l oser .  

PALADI N 
Not  qui t e yet .  But  she' s r eachi ng out  
f or  us.  Hear  t hat ? 

The GROANS i ncr ease,  as t he t hr ust er s f i ght  t o change 
cour se.  On t he scr een t he neut r on st ar  appear s l ar ger  and 
mor e omi nous.  

PALADI N 
Meet  Scyl l a,  bane t o sai l or s,  and 
monst er  of  myt h.  

MANI AC 
What ' s a Scyl l a? 

BLAI R 
Ul ysses sai l ed bet ween t he whi r l pool  
Char bydi s and t he i s l and monst er  
Scyl l a.  She snat ched s i x of  hi s men and 
at e t hem.  

PALADI N 
Thi s one wi l l  eat  mor e t han t hat .  Hol d 
on.  

Pal adi n f l i ps a swi t ch,  and a bank of  t hr ust er s t hr ows t he 
shi p s i deways.  The Di l i gent  yaws f or  a f ew moment s,  as 
ever y seam gr oans.  Mani ac and Bl ai r  ar e t hr own t o t he 
deck.  Mer l i n' s  hol ogr aphi c i mage VI BRATES unt i l  i t ' s  a 
bl ur .  The shi ps '  af t er bur ner s scr eam.  Then t he shi p 
l ur ches f r ee.  

PALADI N 
( t o t he scr een)  

Br oken your  gr i p,  ol d gi r l .  Bet t er  
l uck,  next  t i me.  

( CONTI NUED)  
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Pal adi n t akes out  t he af t er bur ner s.  On t he scr een,  t he 
spi nni ng neut r on st ar  seems t o r ecede and move t owar d t he 
edge of  t he moni t or .  

MANI AC 
You shoul d have t ol d us.  

PALADI N 
Yes.  I  shoul d have.  

He punches i n a f ew coor di nat es on t he consol e.  

PALADI N 
Thi s i s  your  new cour se.  Car r y on.  

Pal adi n goes bel ow decks.  

MANI AC 
That  son- of - a- bi t ch.  Bust i ng my bal l s .  
How was I  t o know? 

BLAI R 
Come on,  Mani ac,  you wer e hot - doggi ng - -  
i t  get s you i n t r oubl e ever y t i me.  

MANI AC 
He l et  you f l y  t hr ough a bl ack hol e!  

Mer l i n f i nal l y  st ops v i br at i ng and i s on hi s knees,  as i f  
he' s goi ng t o vomi t .                    

MERLI N 
The Capt ai n' s behavi or  i s  hi ghl y 
er r at i c .  Ver y suspi c i ous.  How dp you 
know he' s act ual l y  t aki ng us t o t he 
Ti ger  Cl aw? What  i f  he' s pl anni ng t o 
sel l  us i nt o s l aver y? Tur n us over  t o 
t he Ki l r at hi . . .  

MANI AC 
I  never  t hought  I ' d agr ee wi t h t he 
l i t t l e man i n t he box. . .  

BLAI R 
Pal adi n j ust  saved our  asses.  

MANI AC 
I  st i l l  t hi nk i t ' s  bul l shi t .  

Mani ac st or ms out .  

MERLI N 
As I  was sayi ng. . .  

BLAI R 
You' ve sai d enough.  

( CONTI NUED)  
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Bl ai r  c l i cks Mer l i n of f .  

EXT.  CHARBYDI S SECTOR 

Two Conf eder at i on Rapi er  f i ght er s st r eak acr oss t he 
bl ackness t owar d a di st ant  f l eck,  r ef l ect i ng l i ght  f r om a 
di st ant  sun.  

CLOSER - -  

The f l eck r esol ves i t sel f  i nt o t he Di l i gent .  

I NT.  DI LI GENT BRI DGE 

Bl ai r  i s  at  t he con.  Pal adi n has been summoned t o t he 
br i dge.  Mani ac j oi ns t hem.  

BLAI R 
Fi ght er s f r om t he Ti ger  Cl aw.  They' ve 
quer i ed us.  

PALADI N 
Send t he count er s i gn.  

Bl ai r  punches a but t on.  A coded bur st  cr ackl es over  t he 
i nt er com.  Fol l owed by anot her  bur st .  

BLAI R 
I dent i f i cat i on acknowl edged.  They' l l  
escor t  us i n.  

EXT.  DI LI GENT AND RAPI ERS 

The t wo st ar  f i ght er s br acket  t he l ar ger  mer chant man.  The 
t hr ee cr af t  now head f or  anot her  di st ant  f l eck hal f  
i l l umi nat ed i n t he di st ance.  The Ti ger  Cl aw.  

EXT.  TI GER CLAW 

The t hr ee cr af t  s l owl y appr oach t he car r i er  c l ass capi t al  
shi p.  The huge f l i ght  deck door s open,  cat chi ng t he 
Di l i gent  and t he f i ght er s i n a br oad beam of  yel l ow l i ght .  
The Di l i gent  f i r es i t s  boost er s and eases i nt o t he f l i ght  
deck.  The huge door s c l ose.  The Rapi er s bank shar pl y i n 
uni son and veer  away t o cont i nue t hei r  pat r ol .  

I NT.  FLI GHT DECK -  TI GER CLAW 

Mar i ne guar ds scan t he i dent i t y  badges and exami ne t he 
or der s of  t he t wo new l i eut enant s,  MOS,  t hen st ep back and 
sal ut e.  Pal adi n' s I D i s al so el ect r oni cal l y  scanned.  The 
f l i ght  deck i s  or der l y and r el at i vel y qui et :  onl y yel l ow 
cl ad deck per sonnel  and t he Mar i ne guar ds.  The t hr ee wal k 
t owar ds t he el evat or s.  

( CONTI NUED)  
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PALADI N 
Wel l ,  gent l emen,  don' t  t hi nk I  haven' t  
enj oyed your  company.  

MANI AC 
Yeah,  anyt i me you need s l ave l abor ,  
keep us i n mi nd.  

An el evat or  opens,  goi ng up.  Pal adi n st eps i n.  

PALADI N 
Good l uck.  

The door s c l ose.  

I NT.  HANGAR DECK 

Anot her  huge deck,  t hi s one bust l i ng wi t h f l i ght  cr ews,  
and pi l ot s.  Gl eami ng Rapi er s ar e ar r anged i n r ows.  A gr oup 
of  l ar ger  Br oadswor d medi um bomber s occupy par t  of  t he 
deck.  Mani ac and Bl ai r  t ot e t hei r  k i t  bags among t he r ows.  

MANI AC 
I  don' t  see t he X. O.  

He spot s a beaut i f ul  bl ond,  i n gr ease cover ed over al l s ,  
wor ki ng on a Br oadswor d.  

MANI AC 
I ' l l  r econnoi t er ,  over  t her e.  

He moves of f  and engages t he bl ond i n conver sat i on,  MOS.  
Bl ai r  shakes hi s head,  ducks under  t he Br oadswor ds bel l y  
and cont i nues on.  He st ops and admi r es a Rapi er ,  i t s  
cockpi t  open,  al l owi ng hi msel f  t o daydr eam.  He i s 
di st r act ed by a f emi ni ne voi ce behi nd hi m.  

DEVERAUX 
Can I  hel p you? 

He t ur ns.  JEANETTE ( ANGEL)  DEVERAUX i s br unet t e,  l ooks 
about  t hi r t y- t wo,  her  hai r  up,  wear i ng an oi l s t ai ned 
j umpsui t .  She has a st r eak of  car bon l ubr i cant  acr oss an 
ot her wi se unbl emi shed and beaut i f ul  f ace.  She has a socket  
wr ench i n one hand,  and a smal l  x- r ay scanner  i n t he 
ot her ,  whi ch she i s hol di ng up t o anot her  Rapi er ,  and 
exami ni ng t he r ead out  i t  gi ves her .  

BLAI R 
Maybe when I  br i ng one of  t hese babi es 
back f r om a mi ssi on.  

DEVERAUX 
And you woul d be. . . ? 

BLAI R 
Bl ai r .  Li eut enant  Bl ai r .  

( CONTI NUED)  
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DEVERAUX 
Fr esh bai t ,  huh? You need t o t al k t o 
t he X. O.  

BLAI R 
Act ual l y  I  need t o see t he Capt ai n.  

DEVERAUX 
( amused;  cool )  

Real l y? 

BLAI R 
Speci al  or der s.  

DEVERAUX 
I  see.  Top secr et  and al l  t hat .  

Bl ai r  sees t hat  he' s not  i mpr essi ng her  as much as he' d 
l i ke.  

BLAI R 
That ' s  r i ght .  

DEVERAUX 
Wel l ,  t hen,  maybe you shoul dn' t  be 
t al k i ng t o me about  t hem.  

Thi s r eal l y  t akes t he wi nd out  of  Bl ai r ' s  sai l s .  DEVERAUX 
nods t o a t al l  of f i cer ,  Commander  PAUL GERALD.  

DEVERAUX 
Commander  Ger al d' s over  t her e.  He' l l  
t ake you t o t he Ol d Man.        

Bl ai r  pi cks up hi e k i t  bag,  and r eads t he name of f  of  her  
j umpsui t .                                

BLAI R 
Thanks,  Dever aux.  See you r ound? 

DEVERAUX 
Count  on i t .  

Bl ai r  wal ks over  t o t he X. O. ,  Ger al d,  and sal ut es as 
Dever aux wat ches.  

I NT.  BRI DGE -  TI GER CLAW 

Bl ai r  sal ut es,  and hands over  THE MI NI - DI SK t o CAPTAI N 
SANSKY,  an af f abl e ol der  of f i cer .  

SANSKY 
Thank you.  Li eut enant .  

( squi nt s at  di sk)  
Why di dn' t  t he Admi r al  j ust  send a 
dr one.  

( CONTI NUED)  
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BLAI R 
He t hought  i t  woul d get  her e f ast er  on 
t he Di l i gent .  

SANSKY 
Undoubt edl y.  Wel l ,  I ' m gl ad t o meet  
you.  Li eut enant .  

Sansky smi l es.  Ger ar d wat ches st onef aced.  

SANSKY 
Commander  Ger al d gave you a l i t t l e t our  
of  our  shi p,  di d he? 

GERALD 
Just  what  we coul d see on t he way t o 
t he br i dge.  Capt ai n.  

SANSKY 
( t o Bl ai r )  

The Ti ger ' s  Cl aw i s a f i ne ol d l ady,  
Li eut enant .  She saw ser vi ce i n t he 
Pi l gr i m War s.  Thor oughl y r ef i t t ed,  of  
cour se.  She' s r eady f or  a f i ght .  

BLAI R 
She may get  one,  s i r .  

Bot h Ger ar d and Sansky l ook puzzl ed.  

SANSKY 
You appear  t o know somet hi ng,  we don' t  
Li eut enant .  

BLAI R 
The Pegasus was at t acked and dest r oyed 
i n t he Ul ysses Cor r i dor  a f ew weeks 
ago.  

SANSKY 
Then how di d t hey know at  Pol ar i s 
Roads? Nor mal  communi cat i on l i nks woul d 
t ake s i x mont hs.  

BLAI R 
I  woul dn' t  know t hat ,  s i r .  Per haps t he 
di sk. . . ? 

SANSKY 
( r emember s)  

Of  cour se.  Car r y on.  Li eut enant .  
You' ve got  your  quar t er s assi gnment .  

BLAI R 
Yes s i r .  

Bl ai r  sal ut es t o go.  

( CONTI NUED)  
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GERALD 
( r ef l ect s)  

You woul dn' t  be r el at ed t o Ar nol d 
Bl ai r ,  woul d you? 

BLAI R 
My f at her ,  s i r .  

GERALD 
He mar r i ed a Pi l gr i m woman,  di dn' t  he? 

BLAI R 
( caut i ous)  

Yes s i r .  They l i ve on Agadez.  

Sansky i s  i nt er est ed,  now,  and obser ves Bl ai r  c l osel y.  

GERALD 
Gl ad t o see i t  wor ked out .  These mi xed 
mar r i ages sel dom do,  you know.  Pi l gr i ms 
don' t  t hi nk l i ke us.  

SANSKY 
( st eppi ng i n)  

I ' m sur e t he l i eut enant ' s  her edi t y wi l l  
have no bear i ng on hi s per f or mance,  
Mi st er  Ger al d.  

GERALD 
No si r .  I ' m sur e i t  won' t .  

SANSKY 
That ' s  al l .  Li eut enant .  

Bl ai r  can bar el y cont ai n hi s anger  as he t ur ns and l eaves 
t he br i dge.  

I NT.  BLAI R' S QUARTERS -  TI GER CLAW 

The cubi c l e i s  Bi gger  t han t he one on t he Di l i gent ,  but  
not  by much.  Bl ai r  angr i l y  t hr ows hi s bel ongi ngs i nf o t he 
c l oset .  

BLAI R 
I t  never  changes.  

Mer l i n,  i n smal l  hol ogr aphi c f or m,  seems t o wat ch hi m.  

MERLI N 
You' r e r ef er r i ng t o Commander  Ger al d' s 
r emar ks.  

BLAI R 
I ' m r ef er r i ng t o t he f act  t hat  he' s a 
nar r ow mi nded pr i ck.  

( CONTI NUED)  
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MERLI N 
I  war ned you t hat  you wer e bei ng set -  
up.  

BLAI R 
I  don' t  want  t o hear  t hi s.  I  shoul d 
have never  gi ven you t hat  Kennedy 
assassi nat i on chi p t o scan.  

MERLI N 
Admi r al  Tol wyn knew your  Mot her  was a 
Pi l gr i m - -  yet  he chooses you t o 
del i ver  t hi s t op- secr et  di sc.  

BLAI R 
That ' s  r i ght .  He t hought  I  had 
somet hi ng t o pr ove.  

MERLI N 
No,  no,  no.  He' s a vet er an of  t he 
Pi l gr i m War s.  He despi ses Pi l gr i ms f or  
t r y i ng t o dest r oy t he Conf eder at i on.  I f  
anyt hi ng goes wr ong on t hi s mi ssi on,  he 
want s a f al l  guy - -  and t hat ' s  you.  

BLAI R 
St op.  

MERLI N 
Of  cour se,  f i ne. -  Why cast  my pear l s 
bef or e swi ne? By t he way,  t her e' s 
someone at  t he door .  

BLAI R 
I  wi sh you' d st op t hat ,  t oo.  

Bl ai r  punches a but t on and t he door  s l i des open.  Angel  
Dever aux st ands t her e,  now i n f ul l  uni f or m,  wear i ng her  
LI EUTENANT COMMANDER' S I NSI GNI A.  Bl ai r  i s  t oo shocked t o 
move f or  a moment ,  t hen he snaps t o at t ent i on and sal ut es.  

BLAI R 
Ma' am!  

DEVERAUX 
At  ease.  Li eut enant .  

BLAI R 
Ma' am,  I  di dn' t  r eal i ze. . .  Down i n t he 
hangar  bay,  I - - .  

DEVERAUX 
For get  about  t hat .  I  am your  Wi ng 
Commander ,  Mr .  Bl ai r .  You wi l l  be 
ser v i ng di r ect l y  under  my command.  

( CONTI NUED)  
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She makes a r api d i nspect i on of  hi s quar t er s,  st i l l  a mess 
f r om t he unpacki ng.  She sees t he l i t t l e Mer l i n hol ogr am.  

DEVERAUX 
I  see you br ought  your  t oys.  

Embar r assed,  Bl ai r  c l i cks of f  t he Hol ogr am.  

DEVERAUX 
You don' t  have your  act  t oget her ,  yet ,  
do you Mi st er  Bl ai r ? 

BLAI R 
I  had t o see t he Capt ai n.  I  j ust - -  

DEVERAUX 
I  wasn' t  t al k i ng about  your  quar t er s,  
Mi st er .  You' r e st i l l  back at  t he 
academy,  t r y i ng t o i mpr ess women,  
showi ng of f  your  br and new pi l ot ' s  
wi ngs.  Wai t i ng f or  t hem t o swoon.  

BLAI R 
( i r ked)  

I f  you say so,  Ma' am.  

DEVERAUX 
( chal l engi ng)  

I  do say so.  We ar e on a capi t al  shi p 
i n a war  zone.  Mi st er .  School  i s  out .  
You' l l  be f l y i ng wi t h men and women who 
have seen combat ;  who have l ost  
comr ades. . . .  They can' t  wai t  f or  you t o 
gr ow up.  Thei r  l i ves depend on you.  

BLAI R 
( chast i sed)  

Yes Ma' am.  

DEVERAUX 
I ' l l  be gi v i ng a new pi l ot  or i ent at i on 
at  Zul u ei ght een hundr ed hour s i n 
br i ef i ng r oom one.  That ' s  al l .  

Bl ai r  comes t o at t ent i on and sal ut es.  Dever aux gl ances 
once mor e ar ound t he unt i dy quar t er s,  and l eaves.  The door  
s l i des shut .  Mer l i n r eappear s i n hol ogr am.  

MERLI N 
That  went  wel l .  

I NT.  CHART ROOM -  TI GER CLAW 

A f ul l - s i zed hol ogr am of  Admi r al  Tol wyn appear s t o speak 
di r ect l y  t o Sansky and Ger al d,  who l i s t en t o t he message.  

( CONTI NUED)  
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TOLWYN 
( hol ogr am)  

. . . you ar e t o enl i s t  t he ser v i ces of  a 
c i v i l i an scout  - -  James Taggar t ,  bet t er  
known as Pal adi n,  who i s cur r ent l y  
aboar d your  shi p.  

GERALD 
( st ar t l ed)  

That  Pr i vat eer !  Tol wyn' s l ost  hi s mi nd.  

TOLWYN 
( as i f  he' s hear d)  

You may f i nd t hi s sur pr i s i ng.  
( pause;  smal l  smi l e)  

But  Pal adi n knows t he Ul ysses Cor r i dor  
bet t er  t han anyone i n t he 
Conf eder at i on.  And he knows how t o t ake 
you t her e. . .  qui ckl y.  

SANSKY 
I  knew i t .  Ther e i s  a secr et  j ump 
poi nt .  

TOLWYN 
One l ast  t hi ng. . .  Thi s ent i r e mi ssi on 
wi l l  be conduct ed under  st r i c t  r adi o 
s i l ence.  No messages,  even coded,  
shoul d be t r ansmi t t ed back t o me except  
by dr one.  

GERALD 
What ' s t hat  al l  about ? 

SANSKY 
I  don' t  know.  

TOLWYN 
Your  mi ssi on i s  r i sky gent l emen.  But  i f  
i t  succeeds,  you wi l l  open a back door  
on t he Ki l r at hi  f l eet .  The cour se of  
t he ent i r e war  may depend upon t hi s 
mi ssi on.  St eal t h and sur pr i se ar e t he 
wat chwor ds.  Avoi d any cont act  wi t h t he 
Ki l r at hi ,  unl ess at t acked.  Good l uck.  

The message ends and t he hol ogr am vani shes.  Ger al d goes t o 
a consol e and pushes a but t on,  ej ect i ng t he mi cr odi sk.  

GERALD 
I  don' t  l i ke i t .  

SANSKY 
No one asked your  opi ni on,  Paul .  Or der s 
ar e or der s.  

( CONTI NUED)  
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GERALD 
I  don' t  mean t hat .  Thi s di sk came t o us 
on t he Di l i gent ,  ent r ust ed t o a Pi l gr i m 
hal f - br eed.  

Sansky ponder s t hi s;  t hen r ej ect s i t .  

SANSKY 
The di sk was encr ypt ed wi t h t he 
Admi r al ' s  own code.  I  don' t  bel i eve i t  
coul d have been t amper ed wi t h by anyone 
on t he Di l i gent .  Send f or  Pal adi n.  
Let ' s  hear  about  t hi s “ back door ”  t o 
t he Ki l r at hi  f l eet .  

Ger al d,  st i l l  upset ,  l eaves t o obey.  Al one,  Sansky dr ops 
hi s mask of  compl acency.  He' s wor r i ed.  

EXT.  TI GER CLAW -  CHARBYDI S SECTOR 

The Ti ger  Cl aw hangs i n space,  way of f  i n t he di st ance we 
can see t he Char bydi s Quasar .  Sever al  Rapi er s pat r ol  t he 
par amet er .  

SUPERI MPOSE:  CSS TI GER CLAW:  CHARBYDI S SECTOR.  APRI L 9TH.  
0730 HOURS,  ZULU TI ME.  

I NT.  FLI GHT DECK -  TI GER CLAW 

Bl ai r  and Dever aux,  wear i ng t hei r  f l i ght  sui t s,  wal k 
t oget her ,  appr oachi ng a FULLY ARMED RAPI ER t hat  comes up 
on t he el evat or  f r om t he hangar  bay.  

BLAI R 
I s escor t i ng a message dr one t o t he 
j ump poi nt  SOP? 

DEVERAUX 
Ther e i s  no St andar d Oper at i ng 
Pr ocedur e out  her e,  Bl ai r .  Ever  seen a 
Ki l r at hi . . . ? 

BLAI R 
No,  Ma' am,  I  haven' t .  

DEVERAUX 
They don' t  have st andar d pr ocedur es 
ei t her .  They i nvent ed t hi s k i nd of  
war f ar e. . .  You have t o be r eady f or  
anyt hi ng. . .  They wai t  behi nd space 
r ocks you woul dn' t  t hi nk coul d hi de a 
basket bal l .  They use t he shadow of  a 
pl anet  t o br eak up t hei r  r adar  and 
i nf r ar ed s i gnat ur e,  t hen come at  you 
f r om bel ow and r i p your  shi p' s bel l y  
open.  

( CONTI NUED)  
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Dever aux l ooks Bl ai r  s t r ai ght  i n t he eye.  

DEVERAUX 
And i f  t hat  doesn' t  wor k,  t hey t ur n and 
r am you.  They don' t  car e i f  t hey di e.  
Just  so t hey t ake you wi t h t hem.  Al l  
f or  t he gl or y of  Si var .  

She c l i mbs up i nt o her  cockpi t .  

DEVERAUX 
So I  ask you - -  ar e you r eady? 

BLAI R 
Onl y one way t o f i nd out ,  ace.  

He nods t o her  Rapi er ,  whi ch shows t went y s i x Ki l r at hi  
k i l l s  mar ked on i t s  f usel age.  

DEVERAUX 
I ' m one mi ssi on ahead of  t he l aw of  
aver ages.  Li eut enant .  The cur ve wi l l  
cat ch up t o me,  sooner  or  l at er .  

She put s on her  hel met .  Bl ai r  ponder s t hat  f or  a second,  
t hen t ur ns and hur r i es t o hi s own f i ght er .  

I NT.  DEEP SPACE -  CHARBYDI S SECTOR 

The t hr ee pi n poi nt s of  l i ght  pass by a deser t ed pl anet ,  
t he l i ght  f r om a near by st ar ,  t hr ows i t  i nt o hal f  l i ght ,  
hal f  shadow - -  t hey r esol ve i nt o t he message dr one,  
br acket ed by t wo Rapi er s.  

I NT.  RAPI ER COCKPI T -  DEVERAUX                     

Dever aux i s  scanni ng her  “ heads up”  di spl ay.  Ther e i s  a 
bl i p.  Then i t  di sappear s.  

DEVERAUX 
Baker  One t o Baker  Two.  

I NTERCUT WI TH:  

I NT.  RAPI ER COCKPI T -  BLAI R 

Bl ai r  f l i cks hi s r adi o swi t ch.  We can see hi s cr oss,  
ar ound hi s neck ON THE OUTSI DE of  hi s f l i ght sui t  - -  l i ke 
i t ' s  hi s mi ssi on good l uck char m.  

BLAI R 
Roger ,  Baker  One.  I  t hought  we wer e 
under  r adi o s i l ence.  

( CONTI NUED)  
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DEVERAUX 
We' r e on a hi gh f r equency,  shor t  r ange 
band.  Anyt hi ng c l ose enough t o hear  us 
i s  t oo damn cl ose.  Di d you see a bl i p 
on your  r adar  scr een,  down near  t he 
pl anet ? 

BLAI R 
Negat i ve,  Baker  One.  

( t hen;  sees on scr een)  
Cor r ect i on.  I  j ust  saw somet hi ng.  Now 
i t ' s  gone.  Coul d be a smal l  met eor ,  
capt ur ed by t he pl anet ' s  gr avi t y.  

DEVERAUX 
Or  i t  coul d be a st eal t h cr af t .  We' r e 
get t i ng gl i mpses when i t  comes about .  
St ay al er t .  

BLAI R 
Roger .  

MERLI N 
( voi ce onl y)  

I ' m get t i ng an Ul t r a Low Fr equency 
s i gnal .  The Rapi er ' s  scanner s ar en' t  
equi pped t o r ecei ve or  det ect  i t .  

BLAI R 
Oh,  but  you ar e? 

MERLI N 
Yes,  and don' t  be so sar cast i c .  Your  
f at her  modi f i ed my scanner s because 
Pi l gr i ms used ULF i n t he War .  Pr i mi t i ve 
pul se t echnol ogy,  and ver y s l ow,  but  i t  
car r i es over  ext r eme di st ances.  Sor t  of  
l i ke t om t oms.  

BLAI R 
Got  a di r ect i on? 

MERLI N 
( voi ce onl y)  

I t  appear s t o be comi ng f r om quadr ant  
t hi r t y .  

BLAI R 
That ' s  near  t he Ti ger  Cl aw? What ' s i t  
sayi ng? 

MERLI N 
The code i sn' t  i n my vocabul ar y.  
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The dr one cont i nues t o f l y  i n a st r ai ght  l i ne,  st i l l  
accompani ed by t he Rapi er s. . .  

Then,  wi t hout  war ni ng i t  VEERS OFF SHARPLY and heads f or  
t he pl anet .  A spl i t  second l at er ,  Bl ai r  banks har d l ef t  
and di ves af t er  i t .  

I NT.  RAPI ER COCKPI T -  BLAI R 

He keeps t he dr one i n s i ght  i n f r ont  of  hi m as i t  hur t l es 
t owar d t he pockmar ked and ai r l ess pl anet  bel ow.  

BLAI R 
The dr one' s mal f unct i oni ng.  She' s out  
of  cont r ol .  

I NTERCUT WI TH:  

I NT.  RAPI ER COCKPI T -  DEVERAUX 

Banks and t ur ns,  f ol l owi ng Bl ai r ' s  f i ght er ,  and t he dr one.  
But  he i s  bet ween t he t wo.  She t r i es sever al  swi t ches.  

DEVERAUX 
I t ' s  a r unaway.  Bank l ef t .  Baker  Two.  
I ' m goi ng t o hi t  t he k i l l  swi t ch.  

BLAI R 
Roger .  

And,  as she wat ches,  hi s Rapi er  banks l ef t .  Her  gl oved 
hand r eaches down t o a guar ded r ed swi t ch,  opens i t ,  
f l i cks i t .  Not hi ng happens.  

      DEVERAUX 
The sel f - dest r uct  mechani sm i sn' t  
r espondi ng.  

I n f act ,  as she wat ches,  t he dr one begi ns t o weave,  as i f  
pur posef ul l y  evadi ng t he escor t .  

BLAI R 
I ' m goi ng i n f or  a shot .  

DEVERAUX 
No.  St and of f .  Baker  Two.  

Dever aux poses her  t humb over  t he f i r e command swi t ch on 
her  j oy st i ck;  t hen Bl ai r ' s  Rapi er  veer s bet ween her  and 
t he dr one,  whi ch i s  snaki ng t hr ough t he sky as i f  
del i ber at el y t r y i ng t o shake i t .  

Bl ai r  c l ut ches hi s cr oss f or  l uck. . .  

( CONTI NUED)  
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BLAI R 
Commenci ng f i r e.  

EXT.  DRONE AND RAPI ERS 

Laser  cannon f i r e st r eaks t hr ough space.  Bl ai r  l eads t he 
dr one wel l .  I t  i s  st uck.  

BLAI R ( O. S. )  
Banki ng l ef t !  

He goes l ef t ,  and Dever aux r ef l exi vel y banks har d r i ght ,  
j ust  bef or e t he dr one expl odes.  

I NT.  RAPI ER COCKPI T -  DEVERAUX 

She l ooks at  her  r adar  scr een.  I s t her e a bl i p t her e,  l ost  
i n t he c l ut t er  of  t he dr one' s debr i s? 

DEVERAUX 
( angr y)  

Baker  Two,  f or m up on my wi ng.  

A moment  l at er ,  she i s near l y cockpi t  t o cockpi t  wi t h 
Bl ai r .  

BLAI R 
Sor r y,  Baker  One.  I  was al r eady l ocked 
on.  I  had t he shot .  

DEVERAUX 
You have t he shot  when I  t el l  you,  
Mi st er .  I  al most  put  a mi ssi l e up your  
ass,  you under st and me? 

BLAI R 
( st i f f )  

Yes Ma' m.  

DEVERAUX 
We' r e r et ur ni ng t o t he shi p.  Oh,  and 
congr at ul at i ons.  

( der i s i ve)  
You' ve made your  f i r s t  k i l l .  

EXT.  RAPI ERS 

The t wo f i ght er s st r eak out  past  t he deser t ed pl anet ,  back 
t owar d t he Char bydi s Quasar  i n t he di st ance.  We st ay on 
t he pl anet . . .  

A pat ch of  space appear s t o be t o v i sual l y  di st or t ed.  A 
beat  l at er ,  a KI LRATHI  STEALTH SHI P c l oaks i n,  k i cks i t ' s  
engi nes on and heads out .  
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Dever aux has j ust  f i ni shed her  r epor t  t o Ger al d and 

Sansky.  

SANSKY 
And t he dr one seemed t o be t aki ng 
evasi ve act i on? 

DEVERAUX 
That  was my i mpr essi on,  s i r .  

GERALD 
Tel l  us mor e about  t he s i gnal  BLAI R 
cl ai ms t o have hear d.  

DEVERAUX 
Not  much mor e t o t el l .  Hi s PPC r epor t ed 
a l ong r ange s i gnal  comi ng f r om t he 
v i c i ni t y  of  t he Ti ger  Cl aw.  

Sansky speaks i n a c l ear  voi ce.  

SANSKY 
What  about  i t ,  CONCOM? Was any 
communi cat i ons sent  f r om t hi s shi p? 

An ARTI FI CI AL I NTELLI GENCE voi ce i mmedi at el y r esponds.  

AI  VOI CE 
( f l at  t ones)  

Negat i ve,  Capt ai n.  Ther e wer e no 
t r ansmi ssi ons sent  by . t he Ti ger  Cl aw.  

Sansky f r owns,  t hen t ur ns t o Dever aux.  

SANSKY 
Thank you.  Commander .  That ' s  al l .  

Dever aux l eaves t he br i dge.  

GERALD 
Wi l l  we be sendi ng out  anot her  dr one? 

SANSKY 
No.  Tol wyn may be r i ght .  Al l  our  
communi cat i ons coul d be compr omi sed.  We 
have our  or der s.  Car r y on.  

GERALD 
Capt ai n. . .  CONCOM AI  onl y moni t or s t he 
Ti ger  Cl aw oper at i ons.  I f  t he ULF 
si gnal  was sent  f r om anot her  shi p i n 
our  hangar  bay,  i t  woul dn' t  have been 
det ect ed unl ess we wer e del i ber at el y 
moni t or i ng t hat  f r equency.  

( CONTI NUED)  
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SANSKY 
You mean Pal adi n' s shi p,  t he Di l i gent .  

GERALD 
Yes.  

SANSKY 
Have t he Mar i ne' s check out  hi s 
equi pment .  And Mi st er  Ger al d. . .  be 
di scr et e.  

I NT.  PI LOT' S MESS 

The f i ght er  pi l ot s of  t he Ti ger  Cl aw r el ax ar ound t he 
Spar t an eat i ng and r ecr eat i on ar ea.  

Sever al  spr awl ,  zonked out  wi t h v i r t ual  r eal i t y  gl asses on 
t hei r  noses,  whi l e ot her s dr i nk cof f ee - -  t hei r  bant er  
f i l l i ng t he mess.  

BLAI R AND MANI AC – 

wander  i nt o t he mess.  

Ever yone STANDS,  gi v i ng Bl ai r  AN OVATI ON.  Hoot i ng,  
cheer i ng - -  sayi ng st uf f  l i ke “ Good Ki l l ” ,  aski ng 
quest i ons,  “ Do you t hi nk can gi ve me some poi nt er s, ”  - -  
al l  of  t hi s as sar cast i c  as hel l .  
 
Mani ac l oves t hi s,  j oi ni ng i n.  

MANI AC 
Gosh,  l i t t l e di d I  know t hat  I  j ust  
t ook a l eak next  t o a war  her o.  

Thr ee pi l ot s i n Dever aux' s wi ng,  KNI GHT,  HUNTER,  and 
FORBES,  a wi se- cr acki ng BLACK WOMAN sur r ound Bl ai r  and 
Mani ac.  

FORBES 
So come on,  Bl ai r ,  t ake us t hr ough 
ever y pul se- poundi ng moment .  You had 
t he dr one i n your  s i ght s,  t hen. . .  

BLAI R 
( al oof )  

I  j ust  want  t o get  some cof f ee.  

The mood i s i mmedi at el y def l at ed.  

Bl ai r  get s hi s cof f ee,  t hen heads back t hr ough t he hat ch,  
pi l ot s st eppi ng out  of  hi s way,  l i ke he' s got  t he pl ague.  

FORBES 
What ' s up wi t h hi m? 

( CONTI NUED)  
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MANI AC 
Gi ve hi m a chance.  He t ook a l ot  of  
shi t  at  t he Academy t hat  he di dn' t  
deser ve.  Makes i t  har d f or  hi m t o know 
who hi s f r i ends r eal l y  ar e.  

KNI GHT 
Ri ght  now I ' d say he doesn' t  have any 
f r i ends.  

Mani ac t ur ns on t he char m want i ng t o def l ect  t he ani mosi t y 

f r om Bl ai r .  

MANI AC 
Now,  me on t he ot her  hand.  

( at  For bes)  
I  make f r i ends wher ever  I  go.  

I NT.  TI GER CLAW -  CORRI DOR 

Bl ai r  i s  wal k i ng back t o hi s quar t er s,  when he passes 
Dever aux.  He comes t o at t ent i on,  s l oppi ng hi s cof f ee al l  
over  hi msel f .  She st ops.  

DEVERAUX 
I  r epor t ed your  scr ew up wi t h t he 
dr one mi ssi l e,  Bl ai r .  Next  t i me,  
t hey' l l  bust  down t o ensi gn.  When I  
gi ve an or der ,  you don' t  second guess 
i t .  Ever .  Got  t hat ?        '  

BLAI R 
Yes Ma' am.  

DEVERAUX 
I  al so t ol d t hem you made a good,  
c l ean k i l l .  A l ot  “ of  vet er an pi l ot s 
woul d have mi ssed.  

Dever aux wal ks on,  l eavi ng hi m t her e,  r el i eved.  

I NT.  BLAI R' S QUARTERS -  TI GER CLAW 

Bl ai r  i s  c l eani ng t he cof f ee st ai ns f r om hi s uni f or m,  when 
Mani ac ent er s.  

MANI AC 
So what ' s  wr ong wi t h you? 

BLAI R 
Spi l l ed my cof f ee. . .  

MANI AC 
I  sai d you,  hal f - br eed.  Those peopl e 
wer e t r y i ng t o be your  f r i ends.  

( CONTI NUED)  
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BLAI R 
Yeah.  I ' l l  be one of  t he cr ew,  unt i l  

t hey see t hi s.  

He t akes hi s cr oss out  f r om under  hi s shi r t .  

BLAI R 
I ' ve been t her e,  Mani ac.  I ' d r at her  
hang out  wi t h Mer l i n.  

MANI AC 
Maybe i t ' s  t i me t o t ake i t  of f ,  Bl ai r .  
Put  i t  away.  Thi s i s  t he Bi g Show,  
br ot her .  Ki l l  or  be k i l l ed.  You need 
someone wat chi ng your  back. . .  Aw shi t ,  
why do I  bot her ? 

BLAI R 
Got  me.  

Bl ai r  smi l es,  hi s dar k mood br oken.  

MANI AC 
Hey,  but  even as a host i l e ant i - soci al  
out s i der ,  you' ve got  t o admi t  t hat  
For bes i s  hot .  

BLAI R 
Ver y hot .  

MANI AC 
Ver y hot  i ndeed.  

He s i t s  down next  t o Bl ai r ,  r eady t o f i l l  hi m i n wi t h t he 
sal aci ous det ai l s .  

I NT.  CHART ROOM -  TI GER CLAW 

Ger al d ent er s and sees Pal adi n and Sansky st udyi ng t he 
bi g,  hol ogr aphi c char t ? Pal adi n punches i n some 
coor di nat es.  

GERALD 
When do we veer  of f ? 

PALADI N 
Who says we do? 

GERALD 
We' r e headed f or  t he Char bydi s Quasar .  
I n f our  hour s we' l l  be at  her  Poi nt  of  
No Ret ur n.  

PALADI N 
That ' s  r i ght .  

( CONTI NUED)  
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GERALD 
( r eal i zes)  

You' ve l ost  your  mi nd.  No one has ever  
navi gat ed a j ump poi nt  gener at ed by a 
Quasar .  I t ' s  i mpossi bl e.  

PALADI N 
I ' m l i v i ng pr oof  t hat  i t  i sn' t .  

GERALD 
You' r e t r y i ng t o dest r oy t he Ti ger  
Cl aw.  

PALADI N 
Do I  l ook sui c i dal  t o you.  Mi st er  
Ger al d? 

GERALD 
You wer e on t he Pegasus bef or e she was 
ambushed.  Wer en' t  you? 

PALADI N 
That ' s  r i ght .  

GERALD 
And you managed t o get  away bef or e she 
was dest r oyed.  

Thi s hi t s  home.  Pal adi n near l y r eact s,  but  r est r ai ns hi s 
emot i ons.  

PALADI N 
I  was or der ed of f  by Admi r al  Wi l son.  He 
want ed a message t aken back t o t he 
f l eet .  

GERALD 
And he chose a r ogue pr i vat eer .  What  
ar e t he chances of  t hat ? 

Havi ng hear d enough Sansky st eps i n. . .  

SANSKY 
( f i r m)  

Paul ,  we have our  or der s.  Unt i l  I  hear  
ot her wi se f r om Admi r al  Tol wyn we' l l  
car r y t hem out .  

( checks hi s wat ch)  
The l ast  pat r ol  shoul d be l andi ng i n 30 
mi nut es.  Car r y on Mr .  Taggar t .  

Ger al d and Sansky l eave.  Pal adi n t ur ns back t o t he 
hol ogr am,  t hen does sever al  mor e key st r okes,  whi ch 
changes t he br i ght  r ed t r aj ect or y l i nes.  
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EXT.  TI GER CLAW 

The l ast  pat r ol ,  t wo Rapi er s - -  For bes and Mani ac - -  ar e 

on t hei r  f i nal  appr oach.  

I NT.  RAPI ER COCKPI T -  FORBES 

FORBES 
( over  r adi o)  

We ar e t al k i ng st at i s t i cal  f act s.  Women 
can out f l y  and out shoot  men.  

I NTERCUT WI TH:  

I NT.  RAPI ER COCKPI T -  MANI AC 

MANI AC 
( over  r adi o)  

Shoot i ng your  mout h of f ,  maybe. . .        

FORBES 
We do bet t er  at  mul t i t aski ng,  we can 
keep t r ack of  f our  enemy f i ght er s on 
t he scr eens. . .  

MANI AC 
Yeah? Wel l  can you do t hi s? 

( t o Fl i ght  Boss)  
Thi s i s  Del t a Two.  Per mi ssi on t o l and? 

FLI GHT BOSS ( O. S. )  
( over  r adi o)  

Del t a Two,  you ar e c l ear ed t o l and.  

EXT.  TI GER CLAW                       

Mani ac f i r es t he af t er bur ner s on hi s Rapi er ,  banki ng har d,  
he pul l s  i nt o l i ne wi t h t he f l i ght  deck,  i t s  door s open.  

FORBES 
( sar cast i c)  

Ooo!  That  must  of  been at  l east  t hr ee 
g' s. . .  

Then Mani ac r ol l s  hi s cr af t  UPSI DE DOWN and guns t he 
t hr ot t l e. . .  

MANI AC 
Tr y t hi s. . .  

I NTERCUT WI TH:  
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I NT.  FLI GHT CONTROL -  TI GER CLAW 

FLI GHT BOSS 
Del t a Two,  you' r e comi ng i n t oo hot .  
Abor t .  

( a beat )  
Del t a Two? Do you copy? Shi t !  

I NT.  FLI GHT DECK -  TI GER CLAW 

An al ar m bar ks out .  Yel l ow cl ad deck per sonnel  scr ambl e t o 
get  out  of  t he way of  t he oncomi ng Rapi er .   Whi ch i s  st i l l  
upsi de down.  

FLI GHT BOSS 
Del t a Two.  YOU ARE I NVERTED!  

As Mani ac ' s shi p r ocket s t hr ough t he hanger  bay door s 

MANI AC' S COCKPI T - -  

Mani c j er ks hi s f l i ght  st i ck har d r i ght .  

RESUME FLI GHT DECK - -  

And t he Rapi er  f l i ps over  and t ouches down!  

MANI AC 
Not  any mor e.  

The Rapi er  f i r es i t ' s  r ever se t hr ust er s and br akes.  The 
Rapi er  pul l s  t o a hal t .  Bar el y bef or e i t  hi t s  a f uel  t r uck 
and DECKMASTER PETERSON,  who was desper at el y t r y i ng t o get  
t he t r uck ' s dr i ver  t o get  hi s vehi c l e out  of  t he Rapi er ' s  
pat h.  

FLI GHT BOSS 
I ' m goi ng t o have your  wi ngs,  
Li eut enant !  Just  wai t  unt i l  your  wi ng 
l eader . . .  DELTA ONE!  

And For bes'  Rapi er  i s  comi ng i n UPSI DE DOWN TOO!  

FORBES 
( t o Mani ac)  

Now what  wer e you sayi ng? 

For bes'  Rapi er  does A 520 DEGREE ROLL,  r i ght i ng i t sel f  at  
t he l ast  possi bl e moment  and t ouchi ng down.  

FORBES 
Now,  t hat ' s  how you do i t !  

Mani ac i s  al r eady out  of  hi s cockpi t .  He wal ks up t o 
For bes'  shi p.  The Deck cr ew keeps t hei r  di st ance - -  st i l l  
t r aumat i zed by Mani ac ' s and For bes'  ant i cs.  

( CONTI NUED)  
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For bes'  cockpi t  pops open.  

MANI AC 
I ' m i mpr essed.  

They l ook at  each ot her ,  shar i ng t he adr enal i ne buzz.  

Then,  t hey st ar t  gi ggl i ng l i ke a coupl e of  hi gh school  

k i ds who j ust  pl ayed a game of  chi cken.  Then. . .  

FORBES 
Oh shi t .  

She' s l ooki ng past  Mani ac at . . .  

DEVERAUX - -  

who st ands on t he f l i ght  deck,  r i gi d and f umi ng.  

I NT.  DEVERAUX' S QUARTERS.  

Dever aux,  st i l l  upset ,  paces.  The door  buzzer  sounds.  She 
opens on For bes.  

DEVERAUX 
( scowl i ng)  

You don' t  want  t o be her e r i ght  now.  

For bes,  smi l i ng,  hol ds out  A BOTTLE OF SCOTCH.  Ther e' s a 
f ami l i ar i t y  wi t h her  smi l e t hat  suggest s t hat  t he t wo ar e 
f r i ends as wel l  as f el l ow of f i cer s.  

FORBES 
Best  you can buy on t he bl ack mar ket .  
Just  f or  you,  s i r .  

DEVERAUX 
Tr yi ng t o br i be me? 

FORBES 
I  t hi nk I  bet t er  do somet hi ng.  

DEVERAUX 
Goddamn r i ght .  I t  was al l  I  coul d do t o 
keep t he Fl i ght  Boss f r om br i ngi ng you 
up on char ges.  Chr i st  Rosi e,  what  t he 
Hel l  wer e you t hi nki ng? 

FORBES 
I  wasn' t  t hi nki ng.  That ' s  t he poi nt .  
Mani ac. . .  

DEVERAUX 
Mani ac? 

( CONTI NUED)  
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FORBES 
Lt .  Mar shal l  want ed t o push t he 
envel ope,  and I  was r i ght  t her e wi t h 
hi m.  I  admi t  i t .  That  k i nd of  
adr enal i ne r ush.  I t ' s  bet t er  t han sex.  
You r emember  sex? 

DEVERAUX 
Don' t  s t ar t .  You' r e wal k i ng on a ver y 
t hi n l i ne.  

FORBES 
I t  wi l l  never  happen agai n,  I  swear  
Commander .  Now,  wi l l  you have a dr i nk? 

DEVERAUX 
Never  agai n? 

FORBES 
Never .  Speaki ng of  sex,  Bl ai r ' s  k i nd of  
cut e i n a sul l en sor t  of  way. . .  

DEVERAUX 
You' r e t he seduct r ess,  not  me.  Just  
shut  up and pour .  

The t ensi on goes out  of  t he r oom and For bes,  r el i eved 
gr abs f or  t he gl asses.  

I NT.  CHART ROOM -  TI GER CLAW 

Bl ai r  ent er s t he domai n of  t he t op br ass.  He sees SANSKY 
and sal ut es cr i spl y.  

BLAI R 
Li eut enant  j . g.  Chr i st opher  Bl ai r ,  
r epor t i ng as or der ed.  Si r .  

SANSKY 
As you wer e.  Li eut enant .  Sever al  peopl e 
seem t o t hi nk you shoul d be her e,  
t oday.  

BLAI R 
Si r ? 

Pal adi n l ooks up f r om t he hol ogr aphi c char t .  

PALADI N 
I  was one of  t hem.  

SANSKY 
We' r e goi ng t hr ough a j ump poi nt . . .  a 
ver y di f f i cul t  j ump poi nt .  

( MORE)  

( CONTI NUED)  
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SANSKY ( cont ' d)  
We need someone t o see how we go 
t hr ough on t hi s end i n case we have t o 
send t hem back wi t h a message. . . .  
someone who' s act ual l y  pi l ot ed a j ump 
bef or e.  

BLAI R 
You don' t  t r ust  t he dr ones? 

Sansky i s  s i l ent ,  but  Bl ai r  under st ands.  Dever aux st eps 
i nt o v i ew - -  Bl ai r  hadn' t  seen her  bef or e.  

BLAI R 
Why me? Commander  Dever aux i s  t he best  
pi l ot  on boar d.  

SANSKY 
Commander  Dever aux has r esponsi bi l i t y  
f or  her  wi ng.  I n t he event  we' r e i n 
bat t l e. . .  

BLAI R 
( bi t t er )  

I  see.  I  can be spar ed.  I  r espect f ul l y  
r equest  t hat  you choose someone el se.  
I f  t her e i s  a f i ght ,  I  want  t o be i n 
i t .  

SANSKY 
Request  deni ed.  

( t o Pal adi n)  
Ar e we r eady? 

PALADI N 
As we' l l  ever  be.  

Sansky,  Ger al d,  Bl ai r ,  and Dever aux wat ch t he huge 
hol ogr aphi c char t  as Pal adi n punches i n t he l ast  
coor di nat es.  The Ti ger  Cl aw i s r epr esent ed as a f l ashi ng 
r ed poi nt  on a cur ved gr i d.  Then,  s l owl y,  t he gr i d begi ns 
t o def or m as an i c i c l e shaped spi ke pul l s  and di st or t s t he 
gr i d.  The i c i c l e t r ansf or ms i nt o a st al agmi t e,  wi t h a 
t hi ck,  wi de hol e at  i t s  neck.  The f l ashi ng r ed poi nt  i s  
poi sed i n f r ont  of  t hi s huge gap i n t he gr i d.  The ot her s 
ar e st unned as t he hol ogr am r ot at es t o r eveal  i t s  br eadt h.  

SANSKY 
I ' ve never  seen anyt hi ng l i ke t hi s.  

Pal adi n st eps i nt o t he hol ogr am and poi nt s as be expl ai ns.  

PALADI N 
The Ul ysses Cor r i dor . . .  s i x  mont hs of  
har d t r avel  usi ng seven known j ump 
poi nt s.  By usi ng t hi s war p i n t he space 
t i me cont i nuum,  we wi l l  be t her e i n. . .  

( checks wat ch)  
. . . l ess t han t hr ee mi nut es.  

( CONTI NUED)  
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Hi s hands t r ace t he t r aj ect or y acr oss t he wi de gap i n t he 

quadr ant .  He gl ances at  t he consol e,  pushes a f i nal  

but t on.  

PALADI N 
We' l l  have a t er r i f i c  v i ew f r om t he 
br i dge.  

Pal adi n l eaves t he char t  r oom.  Bl ai r  s t ar es at  t he 
gi gant i c spi ke i n t he hol ogr aphi c gr i d af t er  t he ot her s 
f i l e out .  

The smal l  hol ogr am of  Mer l i n appear s.  

MERLI N 
I f  t he ent r y t r aj ect or y i s  wr ong,  we' l l  
be t r apped i n a moment  out s i de of  t i me 
and space. . .  unt i l ,  t he shi p pl ummet s 
i nt o t he bl ack hol e and we become an 
i nf i ni t el y smal l  par t  of  a speci al  
s i ngul ar i t y .  My guess. . .  I t ' s  a f i f t y  
seven poi nt  one per cent  chance t hat  
we' r e doomed.  

BLAI R 
A f ount ai n of  opt i mi sm,  as usual .  
Hol ogr am of f .  

Mer l i n di sappear s.  Bl ai r  l eaves t he char t  r oom,  t he 
gi gant i c spi ke i n t he gr i d gl owi ng menaci ngl y.  

I NT.  PI LOT' S MESS 

Al l  of  t he pi l ot s except  Bl ai r  and Dever aux ar e gat her ed 
by t he l ar ge por t hol es,  st ar i ng out  at  t he gi gant i c quasar  
ahead of  t hem,  mur mur i ng i n awe.  

HUNTER 
Thi s t hi ng i s  eat i ng suns f or  
br eakf ast .  What  ar e we doi ng,  her e? 

KNI GHT 
You know what  we' r e not  doi ng? 

FORBES 
Tur ni ng ar ound.  

MANI AC 
The ul t i mat e r ush!  

Most  of  t he pi l ot s st ar e at  Mani ac l i ke he' s nut s.  For bes 
j ust  gr i ns.  

I NT.  BRI DGE -  TI GER CLAW 

Sansky,  Ger al d,  Dever aux,  Bl ai r  and Pal adi n ar e on t he 
br i dge al ong wi t h t he var i ous of f i cer s and noncoms.  
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THROUGH BRI DGE WI NDOWS - -  

The Char bydi s Quasar  f i l l s  t he wi ndows,  i t s  huge bl ack maw 
sucki ng suns and pl anet s i nt o i t s  i nf i ni t el y dense 
i nvi s i bl e cor e.  

Suddenl y,  an al ar m sounds.  The CONCOM AI  voi ce speaks 

cal ml y.  

AI  VOI CE 
At t ent i on!  At t ent i on.  Cour se er r or .  
Adj ust  cour se i mmedi at el y!  

PALADI N 
( bar ks)  

I gnor e t hat !  Hel msman,  hol d st eady as 
she goes.  

AI  VOI CE 
Capt ai n,  t he shi p i s  headed i nt o t he 
PNR zone of  a l ar ge quasar .  One mi nut e 
bef or e gr avi t at i onal  pul l  i s  one 
hundr ed per  cent .  

SANSKY 
What  about  i t .  Pal adi n? 

PALADI N 
The r eadi ngs ar e wr ong.  You' r e AI ' s  
sensor s have al r eady been war ped by t he 
gr avi t at i onal  f i el d.  

AI  VOI CE 
I  must  i ns i st  we change cour se 
i mmedi at el y.  I ni t i at i ng AI  over r i de.  

Ther e i s  a s l i ght  j er k as some cour se change appear s t o 
have been made.  Pal adi n l eaps f or  t he hel m.  

PALADI N 
NO!  

He t hr ows a swi t ch.  

PALADI N 
Manual  over r i de!  Now. . .  Di sr egar d your  
Ar t i f i c i al  i nt el l i gence,  or  we' l l  al l  
di e!  

GERALD 
Capt ai n,  I  t hi nk we shoul d r econsi der .  

SANSKY 
( ner vous)  

St eady as she goes,  hel m.  

( CONTI NUED)  



43.  

HELMSMAN 
Aye,  aye,  s i r .  

The al ar m cont i nues t o sound t hr oughout  t he shi p!  

I NT.  TI GER CLAW -  VARI OUS STATI ONS -  MONTAGE 

The al ar m has men and women sweat i ng and t ense.  Sansky' s 
voi ce comes over  t he i nt er com t hr oughout .  

SANSKY ( V. O. )  
( over  i nt er com)  

Thi s i s  t he capt ai n.  Br ace your sel f  f or  
j ump poi nt  i nt er phase.  Fi f t een seconds 
t o j ump poi nt .  

HANGER BAY - -  

Two member s of  t he ar mi ng cr ew,  Speci al i s t s JONES and 
OLI VI A l ock down a r ack of  mi ssi l es.  

TORPEDO ROOM - -  

Spaceman RODRI GUEZ,  2nd c l ass,  a young Lat i no cr osses 
hi msel f .  

FLI GHT CONTROL – 

The Fl i ght  Boss dr ai ns hi s cof f ee and st r aps hi msel f  i n.  

PI LOT' S MESS - -  

Most  of  t he pi l ot s ar e hol di ng ont o t hei r  t abl es or  
f ast eni ng t he seat - bel t s on t hei r  chai r s.  Except  f or  
For bes and Mani ac.  

ENGI NE ROOM - -  

Engi neer  DAVI ES gr abs ont o a hand- hol d and l ooks at  hi s 
cr ew mat es as. . .  

. . . var i ous par t s of  t he shi p al l  begi n t o VI BRATE,  s l owl y 
at  f i r s t ,  t hen mor e and mor e v i ol ent l y ,  t hr owi ng any l oose 
obj ect s ar ound.  

I NT.  BRI DGE -  TI GER CLAW 

The v i br at i ons gr ow wor se,  as peopl e gr ab ont o anyt hi ng,  
eyes gl ued on t he wi ndows.  

PALADI N 
St eady.  
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BLAI R AND DEVERAUX - -  

Ar e t hr own t oget her .  Thi s st ar t l es bot h of  t hem,  t hen t hey 

del i ber at el y gr ab f or  a bul khead.  

BLAI R 
What ' s happeni ng? 

DEVERAUX 
The shi p' s t r y i ng t o t ear  i t sel f  f r ee 
of  t he space t i me f abr i c.  

The v i br at i on gr ows i n pi t ch,  unt i l  t he sound i s al most  
deaf eni ng.  Al most  on i mpul se,  Dever aux' s hand r eaches out  
t owar d Bl ai r ' s  el bow,  as i f  t o have one l ast  physi cal  
cont act  wi t h anot her  human.  But  i t  never  r eaches i t !  

FREEZE FRAME - -  

The Ti ger  Cl aw ent er s t he gap i n t he space t i me cont i nuum.  
Al l  mot i on and sound on t he br i dge st op.  Not hi ng moves,  
ei t her  human or  i nani mat e.  Ti me has ceased,  as wel l  as any 
sense of  mot i on or  v i br at i on.  Al l  i s  s i l ent .  

I NT.  TI GER CLAW -  VARI OUS STATI ONS -  MONTAGE 

Thr oughout  t he shi p,  men ar e women ar e caught ,  Pompei i -  
l i ke,  wi t h expr essi ons of  f ear  or  bewi l der ment . . .  

A LONG,  LONG TRAVELI NG SHOT past  al l  t hese cr ew member s.  
Then. . . .  

I NT.  BRI DGE -  TI GER CLAW 

Wi t h a t er r i bl e shudder ,  l i f e on t he br i dge r esumes,  
al ar ms wai l .  Of f i cer s and cr ew ar e t ossed about  l i ke 
dol l s .  

DEVERAUX AND BLAI R - -  

Angel ' s  hand cont i nues f or war d,  t ouchi ng Bl ai r ' s  el bow.  He 
t ur ns t o l ook at  her ,  j ust  as t hey ar e bot h SLAMMED 
AGAI NST THE BULKHEAD.  They f al l  t o t hei r  knees.  The 
shudder i ng i s  i nt ense.  I t  f eel s l i ke t he shi p i s  comi ng 
apar t .  But  Bl ai r  r eaches f or  Dever aux' s f ace and t i l t s  her  
chi n up.  Her  f or ehead i s bl eedi ng f r om a scal p l acer at i on.  

BLAI R 
You al l  r i ght ? 

She i s di zzy,  but  nods.  Then Bl ai r  t ur ns t o gl ance out  t he 
wi ndows.  
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Ther e i s  no s i gn of  t he awesome Quasar ,  now.  The bl ackness 
of  space,  pepper ed wi t h st ar s. . . .  A Jovi an pl anet  l ooms i n 
t he di st ance.  Bl ai r  r eal i zes.  

BLAI R 
We' r e t hr ough t he j ump poi nt !  We made 
i t !  

RESUME BRI DGE - -  

Even as t he ot her s st ar e out ,  t he v i br at i ons decr ease,  
t hen di sappear .  The al ar m ceases.  

PALADI N 
Ladi es and gent l emen,  wel come t o t he 
Ul ysses Cor r i dor .  

SANSKY 
CONCOM,  any ot her  shi ps out  her e? 

AI  VOI CE 
Scanner s show no act i v i t y .  Capt ai n.  

BLAI R AND DEVERAUX - -  

Bl ai r  has f et ched a f i r s t  ai d box,  and i s usi ng a smal l  
l aser  pen t o seal  Dever aux' s scal p wound.  Pal adi n j oi ns 
t hem.  

DEVERAUX 
Ouch.  

BLAI R 
Sor r y.  

PALADI N 
Wel l ,  Mi st er  Bl ai r ,  now you know what  
i t ' l l  f eel  l i ke.  Can you do i t ? 

BLAI R 
Wi l l  i t  be t he same i n a f i ght er ? 

PALADI N 
Wor se.  I  don' t  r eal l y  know i f  a Rapi er  
wi l l  hol d t oget her  at  t he i nt er phase. . .  
but  I ' m sur e a r eal  pi l ot  l i ke your sel f  
wi l l  have no pr obl em.  

Pal adi n gr i ns and t ur ns back t o Sansky and Ger al d.  
Dever aux and Bl ai r  exchange a gl ance.  As i f  annoyed by 
t hi s enf or ced i nt i macy wi t h Bl ai r ,  Dever aux pul l s  away as 
Bl ai r  t r i es t o check her  scal p.  

DEVERAUX 
I t ' s  al l  r i ght .  

( CONTI NUED)  
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BLAI R 
I t ' s  st i l l  bl eedi ng.  I f  I - -  

DEVERAUX 
( pul l s  away)  

I f s  al l  r i ght .  

BLAI R 
( i r ked)  

Yes,  Ma' am.  

I NT.  TI GER CLAW -  VARI OUS STATI ONS – MONTAGE 

As of f i cer s,  pi l ot s and cr ew l i s t en t o t he i nt er com.  

SANSKY ( V. O. )  
( over  i nt er com)  

Thi s i s  t he capt ai n.  As most  of  you 
have guessed,  we j ust  made one hel l  of  
a j ump.  

Rodr i guez k i sses hi s St .  Chr i st opher . . .  

SANSKY ( cont ' d)  
Act ual l y  we' ve j ust  t aken a l i t t l e 
shor t  cut  i nt o t he Ul ysses Cor r i dor . . .  
I f  you don' t  al r eady know,  t hat ' s  wher e 
t he Pegasus Naval  Base was at t acked and 
dest r oyed.  We t hi nk t he Ki l r at hi  f l eet  
i s  st i l l  i n t he Quadr ant .  Our  mi ssi on 
i s  t o f i nd t he Ki l r at hi  and shadow t hem 
unt i l  we can send f or  t he r est  of  t he 
Conf ed Fl eet .  

Mani ac and For bes l ook at  each ot her .  Act i on!  

SANSKY ( cont ' d)  
We' r e t he onl y Conf ed shi p i n t he 
sect or ,  peopl e.  We can count  on no hel p 
and no r escue i f  we' r e di scover ed.  We 
can onl y count  on each ot her .  That  i s  
al l .  

Cr ew member s exchange wor r i ed l ooks. . .  

EXT.  POLARI S ROADS -  STARBASE 

The f l eet  i s  massed ar ound t he st ar base,  f i ght i ng shi ps i n 
t he vanguar d.  Ready f or  t he bi g bat t l e.  

I NT.  TOLWYN' S OFFI CE 

Tol wyn i s st udyi ng t he f l eet ,  t hr ough hi s huge wi ndows 
when Bel l egar de ent er s.  

( CONTI NUED)  
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BELLEGARDE 
Your  gi g' s r eady t o t ake us out  t o t he 
Concor di a,  Admi r al .  

TOLWYN 
No message f r om t he Ti ger  Cl aw? 

BELLEGARDE 
Not hi ng.  Damn st r ange.  

TOLWYN 
Unl ess we' r e r i ght .  

BELLEGARDE 
I  hope we ar en' t .  

TOLWYN 
Hope i s a l uxur y we can' t  i ndul ge i n,  
j ust  now.  Capt ai n.  

BELLEGARDE 
No si r .  I ' l l  be i n t he gi g,  s i r .  

Bel l egar de l eaves.  Tol wyn ponder s.  

EXT.  SNAKEI R -  SOMEWHERE I N THE ULYSSES CORRI DOR 

The dr eadnaught ,  sur r ounded by sever al  smal l er  escor t s ar e 
i n or bi t  ar ound a pl anet  - -  The st ar s i n t he backgr ound 
l ook unf ami l i ar .  

SUPERI MPOSE:  KI LRATHI  BATTLE FLEET:  SOMEWHERE I N THE 
ULYSSES CORRI DOR.  APRI L 11TH.  1040 HOURS,  ZULU TI ME.  

I NT.  SNAKEI R BRI DGE 

The Ki l r at hi  Admi r al  i s  on bended knee i n f r ont  of  a 
mul t i ar med f ear some beast - l i ke Ef f i gy - -  The Ki l r at hi  War  
God Si var .  Ar ound t he i dol  ar e t he banner s of  t he 
Admi r al ' s  c l an -  A t est i mony t o t hei r  f al l en and f ut ur e 
gl or y.  

The Ki l r at hi  Capt ai n appr oaches and wai t s r espect f ul l y .  
The Admi r al  r ai ses hi s head.  

KI LRATHI  CAPTAI N 
( subt i t l ed)  

Si r ,  we ar e pi cki ng up a ver y f ai nt  
Pi l gr i m si gnal .  

The Admi r al  st ands and l ooks i nt o t he shadows beyond hi s 
command chai r .  

KI LRATHI  ADMI RAL 
( Engl i sh:  del ayed 
t r ansl at i on)  

Your  f r i end? 

( CONTI NUED)  
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The Tr ai t or  st eps f or war d.  

TRAI TOR 
Get  a f i x  on t he s i gnal .  

EXT.  ASTEROI D RI NG AROUND BROWN DWARF STAR 

Est abl i shi ng.  The space r ocks f or m a t hi ck ser i es of  
concent r i c  c i r c l es ar ound t he uni gni t ed st ar .  

EXT.  BLAI R & MANI AC' S RAPI ERS 

The t wo f i ght er s t hr ead t hr ough t he ast er oi d r i ng.  

BLAI R ( O. S. )  
( over  r adi o)  

Mani ac,  any l ong r ange s i gnal s on your  
scanner ? 

MANI AC ( O. S. )  
( over  r adi o)  

Onl y your  sweet  voi ce on t he shor t  
r ange,  hal f - br eed.  

I NT.  BLAI R' S COCKPI T 

Bl ai r ,  wi t h hi s Pi l gr i m cr oss on t he out s i de of  hi s f l i ght  
sui t ,  i s  checki ng hi s heads up di spl ay,  scanni ng f or  
somet hi ng. . .  anyt hi ng. . .  

Suddenl y Mani ac ' s voi ce cr ackl es i n hi s ear .  

MANI AC ( V. O. )  
( over  r adi o)  

Bl ai r ,  go t o shor t  r ange r adi o s i l ence,  
and st ay i n t he ast er oi ds.  

Bl ai r  i s  i nst ant l y  al er t .  

EXT.  ASTEROI D BELT & BROWN DWARF -  WI DE SHOT 

At  t he edge of  t he ast er oi d f i el d and f ar  bel ow,  a br own 
dwar f  st ar  gl ows di ml y.  A l ar ge Ki l r at hi  Communi cat i ons 
Shi p i s  cr ui s i ng up f r om t he sur f ace of  t he br own dwar f  
t owar d t he ast er oi d bel t .  The t wo Rapi er s,  engi nes of f ,  
Ar e shi el ded behi nd t wo l ar ge ast er oi ds,  a f ew hundr ed 
yar ds apar t .  

I NT.  BLAI R' S COCKPI T 

Bl ai r  i s  sweat i ng,  now,  scanni ng hi s i nst r ument s.  

BLAI R 
My scanner s ar e bl i nd.  Mer l i n.  Tal k t o 
me.  

( CONTI NUED)  
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MERLI N 
Cr osst al k bet ween a l ar ge Ki l r at hi  
vessel  and t he br own dwar f  down t her e.  
Can' t  deci pher  t he code.  

BLAI R 
They know we' r e her e.  

MERLI N 
Possi bl y.  Fr om t he sophi st i cat i on of  
t he equi pment  on boar d,  I ' d say t he 
vessel  i s  a Command and Communi cat i ons 
modul e.  

BLAI R 
So,  what  i s  i t  commandi ng? 

MERLI N 
At  l east  s i x ot her  shi ps down near  t he 
br own dwar f  ar e communi cat i ng wi t h i t .  

EXT.  KI LRATHI  COMMUNI CATI ONS SHI P 

The shi p dr aws c l oser  t o t he ast er oi d r i ng,  i t s  ext er i or  
ant ennae r evol v i ng,  seeki ng. . .  The shi p f i r es i t s  r et r os,  
and hover s near  a gr oup of  l ar ge ast er oi ds. . .  

WE PULL BACK To REVEAL Mani ac ' s Rapi er  onl y a f ew shi p 
l engt h' s away,  hi dden behi nd t he ast er oi d.  

I NT.  MANI AC' S COCKPI T 

Mani ac can al most  smel l  t hem out  t her e.  He r eaches up and 
swi t ches of f  ever yt hi ng i n t he cockpi t  he can,  t o r educe 
st i l l  f ur t her  any el ect r oni c “ noi se”  t hat  coul d be 
det ect ed by sensi t i ve scanner s.  He,  t oo,  i s  sweat i ng.  

MANI AC 
( t o hi msel f ;  whi sper )  

Go on.  Not hi ng i n t hi s mouse hol e.  Beat  
i t .  

I NT.  BLAI R' S COCKPI T 

Bl ai r ,  t oo has shut  down much of  hi s equi pment ,  and s i t s  
i n t he dar k,  behi nd a bi g space r ock.  

BLAI R 
What  do t hey see,  Mer l i n? 

MERLI N 
I ' m not  sur e.  Swi t ch on your  t her mal  
scanner .  
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t her e i sn' t  much t o see. . .  except  a br i ght  r ed cor ona 
comi ng f r om behi nd an ast er oi d.  

BLAI R 
They' ve spot t ed Mani ac ' s heat  cor ona 
behi nd t he ast er oi d.  

MERLI N 
Two mor e Ki l r at hi ,  c l osi ng f ast .  Got  t o 
be f i ght er s.  

Bl ai r  swi t ches on hi s r adi o and hi s ot her  el ect r oni c gear .  

BLAI R 
Mani ac!  They' ve spot t ed us!  Two mor e 
bogi es,  comi ng i n hot ,  s i x o' c l ock!  

I NTERCUT WI TH:  

I NT.  MANI AC' S COCKPI T 

Mani ac al so swi t ches ever yt hi ng back on,  f ear  l esseni ng.  
Exci t ed now.  

MANI AC 
Can' t  spot  t hem,  Bl ai r .  What ' s  your  
cal l ? 

Bl ai r  t ouches hi s cr oss f or  good l uck. . .  

BLAI R 
Jack i n t he Box.  On t hr ee.  One. . .  
t wo. . .  t hr ee!  

EXT.  ASTEROI D RI NG 

Two Ki l r at hi  Dr al t hi  f i ght er s ar e c l osi ng i n f ast ,  
br acket i ng t he ComCon shi p. . .  

The t wo Conf ed Rapi er s suddenl y spr i ng i nt o v i ew above t he 
ast er oi ds and i nst ant l y  unl eash t wo mi ssi l es. . .  

The mi ssi l es st r eak dead ahead and cat ch t he t wo Ki l r at hi  
f i ght er s bef or e t hey can bl i nk.  ONE EXPLODES.  The wr eckage 
of  t he ot her  one SPI RALS I NTO THE ASTEROI D MANI AC WAS 
BEHI ND.  

Bl ai r  and Mani ac f i r e t wo mor e mi ssi l es at  t he ConCom 
shi p,  but  i nv i s i bl e def l ect or  shi el ds expl ode bot h of  t hem 
saf el y away f r om t he shi p.  

( CONTI NUED)  
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BLAI R 
The bi g one' s shi el ded.  I ' ve got  t wo 
mor e bogi es comi ng up f r om t he br own 
dwar f .  

MANI AC 
I  got  ' em.  Let ' s  engage.  

BLAI R 
Negat i ve!  Ther e coul d be mor e behi nd 
t he dwar f  st ar .  Let ' s  book!  

MANI AC 
Spoi l spor t .  Al l  r i ght .  Let ' s  go back t o 
mama.  

The t wo Rapi er s t ur n,  k i ck i n t hei r  af t er bur ner s and 
di sappear  i n a st r eak of  l i ght .  The t wo Dr al t hi  come up on 
t he Ki l r at hi  ComCon shi p and f an out  over  t he ast er oi d 
r i ng,  sear chi ng.  

I NT.  BRI DGE -  TI GER CLAW 

Mani ac and Bl ai r  ar e “ at  ease”  bef or e Ger al d and Sansky.  
Pal adi n and Dever aux ar e al so pr esent .  

SANSKY 
You knew what  t he or der s wer e,  
gent l emen.  No cont act  wi t h t he enemy.  
Now you' ve compr omi sed t he mi ssi on,  and 
t he ver y exi st ence of  t hi s shi p.  

BLAI R 
I t  was my cal l ,  s i r .  Li eut enant  
Mar shal l  had no way of  det ect i ng or  
evadi ng t he Dr al t hi  f i ght er s.  

GERALD 
You bot h f i r ed mi ssi l es.  You wer e on a 
ReCon mi ssi on,  yet  you r eveal ed your  
posi t i on t o t he Ki l r at hi .  

( ai med at  Bl ai r )  
Ver y conveni ent .  

BLAI R 
Excuse me? 

GERALD 
I t ' s  wel l  document ed t hat  Pi l gr i ms have 
been r esponsi bl e f or  some of  t he 
Conf ed' s compr omi sed communi cat i ons.  
And gi ven your  backgr ound,  Mr .  Bl ai r . . .  

Dever aux t ur ns t o Bl ai r .  The l ook on her  f ace says 

vol umes.  

( CONTI NUED)  
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DEVERAUX 
What ' s he sayi ng? 

Bef or e Bl ai r  can answer .  Mani ac j umps i n.  

MANI AC 
Ma' m,  what  choi ce di d we have? 
They homed i n on my Rapi er ' s  engi ne 
heat .  We wer e s i t t i ng ducks.  

SANSKY 
( j umps i n)  

Thi s i s  st er i l e conj ect ur e,  peopl e.  The 
Ki l r at hi  ar e awar e t hat  Rapi er s don' t  
f l y  ar ound i n deep space wi t hout  a 
car r i er  c l ose by.  They know we' r e her e.  
Di smi ssed,  Li eut enant s.  

Mani ac and Bl ai r  sal ut e and l eave.  Pal adi n wat ches t hem 
go,  t hen t ur ns t o Sansky. . .  

PALADI N 
A Ki l r at hi  ComCon shi p doesn' t  f l y  
ar ound al one ei t her .  I t ' s  a suppor t  
vessel .  The Ki l r at hi  f l eet  must  be 
near by.  

GERALD 
Ther e' s a mor e obvi ous t ar get .  The 
ComCon shi p coul d be suppor t i ng a 
Ki l r at hi  out post  on t he br own dwar f .  We 
shoul d t ake i t  out  bef or e t hey can send 
f or  hel p.  

PALADI N 
The Ti ger  Cl aw won' t  be abl e t o def end 
i t sel f  i f  a l ar ge number  of  i t s  
f i ght er s ar e of f  somewher e el se.  

GERALD 
You' r e a c i v i l i an scout  - -  not  a naval  
of f i cer ,  Combat  oper at i ons ar e our  
concer n,  not  your s.  

PALADI N 
My neck' s on t he l i ne her e,  t oo.  

Sansky ponder s a moment .  

SANSKY 
The X. O. ' s r i ght .  We' r e on our  own out  
her e.  I f  we don' t  f i nesse t he enemy 
when we can,  t hey' l l  wi n t he hand.  

( t o Pal adi n)  
Char t  us a cour se t hat  t akes us i nt o 
t he r i ngs of  pl anet  f our  f i f t een. .  

( MORE)  

( CONTI NUED)  
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SANSKY ( cont ' d)  
Once we' r e i n t he r adi at i on bel t ,  t he 
Ki l r at hi  scanner s won' t  spot  us.  

PALADI N 
As you wi sh,  Capt ai n.  

SANSKY 
Dever aux,  you' l l  l ead t he r ai d. . .  

But  Dever aux i sn' t  payi ng at t ent i on,  st i l l  shaken by 
Ger al d' s accusat i on t owar ds Bl ai r .  

SANSKY 
Lt .  Commander ? 

DEVERAUX 
Si r ? 

SANSKY 
Pal adi n wi l l  gui de you i n af t er  he' s 
pl ot t ed our  cour se.  That ' s  al l ,  peopl e.  
You have your  or der s.  

I NT.  DEVERAUX' S QUARTERS 

Angel ,  i n her  f l i ght  sui t ,  i s  al one,  spendi ng a qui et  
moment  bef or e t he upcomi ng bat t l e.  She' s wat chi ng a smal l  
hol ogr aphi c post  car d of  a MAN i n hi s ear l y f or t i es,  and 
TWO YOUNG CHI LDREN.  The post car d makes her  sad.  The Man i s 
t al k i ng gent l y t o t he t wo chi l dr en.  

MAN 
( hol ogr am)  

And we' r e goi ng t o send t hi s post  car d 
t o a ni ce l ady who wor ks on a bi g shi p 
way out  i n space.  She' s so f ar  away,  i t  
mi ght  t ake year s f or  her  t o even get  
i t .  

DEVERAUX 
( mut t er s)  

That ' s  i t ,  r ub i t  i n.  

The door  buzzer  sounds.  She hi t s t he pause but t on.  The 
hol ogr am f r eezes i n pl ace.  Dever aux gr oans and get s of f  
t he bunk,  assumi ng i t ' s  For bes.  

Then her  door  s l i des open.  Bl ai r  s t ands t her e i n hi s 
f l i ght  sui t ,  l ooki ng gr i m.  For  once,  she i s caught  
compl et el y of f  guar d.  

BLAI R 
Commander  I  need t o t al k wi t h you.  

He pushes past  her ,  not  wai t i ng t o be i nvi t ed i n.  

DEVERAUX 
You j ust  don' t  bar ge i nt o my. . .  

( CONTI NUED)  
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BLAI R 
Her e.  

He t osses hi s Pi l gr i m' s cr oss at  her .  She cat ches i t .  

BLAI R 
That  answer  your  quest i ons? I ' m hal f -  
Pi l gr i m.  So,  of  cour se i n Ger al d' s 
mi nd,  I  s t ar t ed sel l i ng out  t he Ti ger  
Cl aw t he moment  I  s t epped on boar d.  And 
j udgi ng f r om t he l ook on your  f ace,  you 
t hi nk he' s r i ght .  

DEVERAUX 
( sur pr i sed)  

Si t  down.  Li eut enant .  

He angr i l y  par ks hi msel f  on her  bunk.  She t ur ns t he cr oss 
over  i n her  hands 

DEVERAUX 
I  gr ew up an or phan,  Bl ai r .  My par ent s 
wer e on t he S. S.  Uni t ed Nat i ons.  

BLAI R 
( r eal i z i ng)  

The Uni t ed Nat i ons. . .  

DEVERAUX 
A t ar get  of  oppor t uni t y,  i n a t er r or i s t  
war .  Because of  t he Pi l gr i ms I  have no 
f ami l y.  

BLAI R 
( i ndi cat i ng t o t he hol ogr am)  

What  about  hi m? 

DEVERAUX 
When I  shi pped out  t he f i r s t  t i me.  He 
and I  wer e t he same age.  Now he' s got  
gr ey i n hi s hai r ,  mar r i ed wi t h t wo 
chi l dr en.  

She st udi es t he f r ozen hol ogr am,  t hen t ur ns back t o Bl ai r .  

DEVERAUX 
( abr upt l y)  

I  l ef t  what ever  chance I  had at  a 
f ami l y t o f i ght  i n t hi s God f or saken 
war .  And I  hat e ever yt hi ng about  havi ng 
t o f i ght .  But  i t  i s  t he r i ght  t hi ng t o 
do f or  t he sur v i val  of  our  r ace.  I t  
makes me hat e t he enemy you have t o 
f i ght ,  whet her  t hey ar e t he Pi l gr i ms or  
Ki l r at hi .  

He' s moved,  s i l ent .  Bl ai r  s t ands.  Thei r  eyes meet .  

( CONTI NUED)  
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BLAI R 
My dad f ought  f or  t he Conf eder at i on i n 
t he Pi l gr i m war s because he knew i t  was 
t he r i ght  t hi ng t o do.  And I  f i ght  
agai nst  t he Ki l r at hi  because I  know 
i t ' s  t he r i ght  t hi ng t o do.  So pl ease 
don' t  j udge me because my mot her ' s 
par ent s wer e Pi l gr i ms.  

She l ooks at  Bl ai r  l ong and har d.  Then she hands Bl ai r  hi s 

cr oss back.  

DEVERAUX 
You bet t er  l et  me sui t  up.  

BLAI R 
Yes,  Ma' m.  

Bl ai r  sal ut es and l eaves.  

EXT.  ASTEROI D RI NG -  BROWN DWARF 

Li ke I ndi ans sneaki ng up on t he set t l er s,  t he wi ng of  
Rapi er s,  accompani ed by t wo Br oadswor d bomber s,  qui et l y  
pi cks i t s  way t hr ough t he debr i s of  t he ast er oi d r i ngs 
ar ound t he br own dwar f .  We can hear  t he pi l ot ' s  r adi o 
chat t er .  

DEVERAUX ( O. S. )  
Pi cki ng up any Cor n t r af f i c .  Baker  
seven? 

PALADI N ( O. S. )  
Not  a bl oody t hi ng.  

DEVERAUX ( O. S. )  
They' r e obser vi ng r adi o s i l ence,  except  
f or  shor t  r ange f r equenci es.  

PALADI N ( O. S. )  
Or  t hey ar en' t  her e any mor e.  

DEVERAUX ( O. S. )  
Baker  Two,  t hr ee and f our . . .  Anyt hi ng? 

FORBES ( O. S. )  
Negat i ve,  boss.  

BLAI R ( O. S. )  
De nada,  chi ef .  

I NT.  MANI AC' S COCKPI T 

Mani ac i s  wat chi ng a c l ust er  of  bl i ps on hi s HUD.  

( CONTI NUED)  
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MANI AC 
Al l  r i ght  you l oser s,  l i s t en up.  I ' ve 
got  t hr ee conf i r med t ar get s at  f i ve 
o' c l ock,  buggi ng t hat  br own dwar f  down 
t her e.  

PALADI N ( O. S. )  
Conf i r m t hat .  Fr om t he t her mal  
s i gnat ur e,  I  make t hem t o be suppl y 
shi ps.  

FORBES ( O. S. )  
That ' s  j ust  a guess.  

DEVERAUX ( O. S. )  
Knock of f  t he chat t er ,  l adi es.  Baker  
Seven has a bet t er  ar r ay of  scanner s on 
boar d.  We' l l  assume t hey' r e unescor t ed 
suppl y shi ps.  Depl oy f or  at t ack.  

I NTERCUT WI TH:  

I NT.  COCKPI T -  BROADSWORD BOMBER -  PALADI N 

PALADI N 
Negat i ve,  Baker  One.  These t r anspor t s 
wer e l ef t  behi nd,  out  of  har m' s way.  
The Ti ger  Cl aw i s i n danger .  We have t o 
get  back.  

I NT.  VARI OUS COCKPI TS 

Dever aux i s  i ncensed.  

DEVERAUX 
You ar e a c i v i l i an scout .  Baker  Seven,  
and you wi l l  obey my or der s.  

PALADI N 
Commander ,  I  am not  a c i v i l i an.  I  hol d 
t he r ank of  Commodor e i n Conf eder at i on 
Naval  I nt el l i gence,  r epor t i ng di r ect l y  
t o Admi r al  Tol wyn.  

Aboar d t he ot her  Rapi er s,  t her e i s  ast oni shment .  

FORBES 
Yeah,  r i ght .  And I ' m Admi r al  Nel son.  

PALADI N 
I f  I  had t he Admi r al ' s  speci al  
ver i f i cat i on number  Baker  One,  woul d 
t hat  convi nce you? 

Ther e i s  a t ense moment  aboar d ever y f i ght er  i n t he wi ng.  

( CONTI NUED)  
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PALADI N 
I f  you don' t  t r ust  me.  Commander ,  t he 
Ti ger  Cl aw wi l l  be l ost .  

Fi nal l y ,  Dever aux punches somet hi ng on her  comput er .  

DEVERAUX 
Al l  r i ght .  Baker  seven,  I  cal l .  Show us 
your  car ds.  

PALADI N 
Char l i e Si x Al pha Zebr a Ni ner  

Angel  ent er s t he l et t er s and number s as Pal adi n r eads 
:  hem.  Her  scr een bl i nks f or  a moment  -  Then a message 
c l ashes on i t ;  “ Admi r al  Tol wyn,  Four t h Fl eet  -  Secur i t y  
access gr ant ed” .  

DEVERAUX 
Lucky guess.  

PALADI N 
Li st en t o me.  Angel .  I f  I ' m wr ong,  
you' l l  have mi ssed out  on t aki ng a 
coupl e of  f r ei ght er s.  I f  I ' m r i ght ,  t he 
Ti ger  Cl aw coul d al r eady be under  
at t ack.  

FORBES 
The Cl aw i s al r eady i n t hat  r adi at i on 
bel t ,  boss.  They coul dn' t  r adi o f or  us 
i f  t hey want ed t o.  

Al l  t he wei ght  i s  on Dever aux. . .  

EXT.  TI GER CLAW -  NEAR JOVI AN PLANET 

The Ti ger  Cl aw makes i t s  way ami dst  gi ant  ast er oi ds.  Thr ee 
noons or bi t  t he huge gaseous pl anet  i n t he backgr ound.  

I NT.  BRI DGE -  TI GER CLAW 

OBUTU i s t he Of f i cer  of  t he Wat ch as t he Ti ger  Cl aw 
cr ui ses bet ween a smal l  moon or bi t i ng t he huge Jovi an 
pl anet  i n t he backgr ound.  A t hi ck ser i es of  r i ngs gl ow 
di ml y ahead of  t he shi p.  Rapi er s gl i nt  as t hey maneuver  
whi l e escor t i ng t he car r i er  t hr ough t he “ pass”  bet ween t he 
t wo bar r en moons.  Then,  an ur gent  voi ce comes over  t he 
i nt er com:  

PI LOT' S VOI CE 
( over  i nt er com)  

Bogi es '  Enemy si ght ed behi nd t he moon!  
( st at i c)  

I ' m hi t !  I ' m hi t !  Mayday!  

Obut u i s  r i vet ed.  Ger al d bur st s ont o t he br i dge.  

( CONTI NUED)  
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GERALD 
Who' s br eaki ng r adi o s i l ence? 

RADAR MAN 
( t ur ni ng f r om scr een)  

Mul t i pl e t ar get s appear i ng on t he 
scr een s i r !  

Obut u t ur ns t o l ook out  t he huge wi ndows.  

THROUGH BRI DGE WI NDOWS – 

Dozens of  smal l er  gl i nt i ng dot s,  and t hr ee l ar ger  ones 
appear  f r om behi nd t he moon.  Ger al d t akes char ge.  

GERALD 
Bat t l e st at i ons'  Bat t l e st at i ons'  
Launch al l  pl anes'  

AI  VOI CE 
( r el ays commands)  

Bat t l e st at i ons'  Bat t l e st at i ons'  

The br i dge l i ght  swi t ches t o an EERI E RED GLOW,  as t he 
al ar m sounds.  

I NT.  FLI GHT DECK 

Pi l ot s and cr ew spr i nt  acr oss t he deck t owar d t hei r  
pl anes.  The huge f l i ght  door s open.  The f or ce f i el d 
cur t ai n i s  act i vat ed.  

AI  VOI CE 
( r epeat i ng)  

Bat t l e st at i ons'  Launch al l  pl anes!  

EXT.  BETWEEN JOVI AN PLANET MOONS 

The Conf eder at i on Rapi er s f i er cel y engage t he oncomi ng 
Ki l r at hi  f i ght er s.  The sky i s  soon f ul l  of  i ndi v i dual  
dogf i ght s.  The RADI O CHATTER of  t he var i ous pi l ot s as t hey 
engage choke t he ai r waves.  A Rapi er  i s  hi t ,  and spi r al s 
past ,  on f i r e.  A Kr ant  f i ght er  di s i nt egr at es.  

EXT.  TI GER CLAW 

Rapi er s l eap f r om t he decks i nt o space and st r eak t owar d 
t he di st ant  bat t l e.  A Br oadswor d bomber  bl ast s t hr ough t he 
ai r  l ock cur t ai n i nt o space.  

I NT.  BRI DGE -  TI GER CLAW 

Sansky ar r i ves,  out  of  br eat h.  

SANSKY 

Have we l aunched al l  our  pl anes? 

( CONTI NUED)  
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GERALD 
Ther e goes t he l ast  one.  

SANSKY 
Shi el ds up!  

OBUTU 
( r epeat s)  

Shi el ds up!  

AI  VOI CE 
Al l  f or ce shi el ds ar e engaged!  

SANSKY 
Tor pedo r oom!  Pr epar e al l  t ubes!  

I NT.  TORPEDO ROOM -  TI GER CLAW 

Rodr i guez l oads and l ocks a t or pedo. . .  

I NT.  BRI DGE -  TI GER CLAW 

AI  VOI CE 
Al l  t ubes r eady t o f i r e.  

RADAR MAN 
I  count  t hr ee dozen Ki l r at hi  
s t ar f i ght er s,  t wo dest r oyer s,  and one 
dr eadnought ,  s i r !  

SANSKY 
( t o Ger al d)  

That  damned Pal adi n was r i ght .  

GERALD 
Maybe he knew somet hi ng we di dn' t .  

RADAR MAN 
Tor pedoes i ncomi ng!  

GERALD 
Br ace f or  i mpact !  

EXT.  TI GER CLAW 

TWO LARGE,  STRANGELY CONFI GURED TORPEDOES st r eak t hr ough 
t he bl ackness and EXPLODE agai nst  t he i nvi s i bl e f or ce 
shi el d wi t h an awesome bur st  of  ener gy.  

I NT.  HANGAR BAY 

The shock wave f r om t he expl osi ons r ock t he shi p,  sendi ng 
men and heavy equi pment  f l y i ng and r ol l i ng Acr oss t he 
deck.  Ol i v i a and Jones scr ambl e back t o t hei r  f eet .  
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EXT.  BETWEEN THE MOONS 

The t wo dest r oyer s f i r e mor e t or pedoes.  THE DREADNOUGHT 
hangs back,  i t s  ant i - st ar cr af t  l aser  and t achon cannons 
put t i ng on an AMAZI NG LI GHT SHOW.  Any Rapi er  f ool har dy 
enough t o at t ack i t  i s  soon spi nni ng space debr i s.  

I NT.  BRI DGE -  TI GER CLAW 

I mpact s on t he f or ce shi el d di r ect l y  i n f r ont  of  t hem 
cont i nue t o send shock waves t hr ough t he Ti ger  Cl aw.  

RADAR MAN 
Weapons r adar  has acqui r ed a t ar get !  

SANSKY 
Fi r e t ubes one and t wo!  

Of f i cer s and cr ew wat ch as t wo whi t e t r aces f r om t he 
r ocket  pr opel l ed t or pedoes st r eak t owar d t he di st ant  dot s.  

I NT.  KI LRATHI  DESTROYER 

The t or pedoes SLAM I NTO t he weak shi el ds of  t he dest r oyer  
and EXPLODE.  The shock wave br eaks t he dest r oyer  i n hal f ,  
spewi ng a huge gas bubbl e and debr i s i nt o apace.  

WI DER - -  

The Dr eadnought  moves up,  par al l el  wi t h t he second 
Ki l r at hi  dest r oyer .  The Dr eadnought  l aunches t or pedoes.  

EXT.  TI GER CLAW 

The huge t or pedoes s l am i nt o t he f or ce shi el d,  and 
expl ode,  f i r s t  one,  t hen t he second.  

I NT.  BRI DGE TI GER CLAW 

The shaki ng and shock waves causes wi despr ead damage on 
t he br i dge.  

OBUTU 
The f or ce shi el d i s  suf f er i ng a f or t y 
per  cent  f ai l ur e.  Bat t er y r oom r epor t s 
a f i r e.  Tor pedo r oom r epor t i ng damage.  
Unabl e t o f i r e.  

Sansky pi cks hi msel f  up of f  t he deck.  What  now? 

EXT.  TI GER CLAW 

Ki l r at hi  f i ght er s - -  Dr al t hi  and Kr ant s - -  ar e now j ust  
out s i de t he shi el d,  bat t l i ng Rapi er s.  
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The Radar  man peer s at  hi s scr een 

RADAR SCREEN - -  

A dozen mor e poi nt s of  l i ght  now appear  on t he f ar  edge of  
t he scr een,  dead ahead.  

RADAR MAN 
I ' m get t i ng a dozen mor e t ar get s,  
behi nd t he dr eadnought .  

GERALD 
They' r e br i ngi ng i n r ei nf or cement s.  

SANSKY 
We shoul d be f l at t er ed.  

( over  i nt er com)  
Tor pedo r oom r epor t .  

I NT.  TORPEDO ROOM -  TI GER CLAW 

Ami d smoke and gener al  chaos,  Rodr i guez gr abs t he cor n.  

RODRI GUEZ 
( over  i nt er com)  

Tubes t hr ee and f our  damaged.  
aut ol oader s not  oper at i onal .  

RESUME BRI DGE - -  

SANSKY 
Damn!  

RADAR MAN 
Capt ai n!  I ' m get t i ng a coded f r i end or  
f oe acknowl edge f r om t he new 
st ar f i ght er s!  They' r e our s s i r !  

SANSKY 
I t ' s  Dever aux' s wi ng!  

EXT.  BETWEEN MOONS 

I n at t ack f or mat i on,  t he Conf eder at i on wi ng of  Rapi er s and 
t wo Br oadswor ds comes i n behi nd t he dr eadnought  and 
dest r oyer .  

I NT.  DEVERAUX' S COCKPI T 

A hal f  dozen t ar get s pr esent  t hemsel ves on her  heads up 
di spl ay.  

( CONTI NUED)  
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DEVERAUX 
Al l  r i ght  boys and gi r l s .  Al l  Rapi er s 
except  Mani ac and Bl ai r ,  engage t hose 
Dr al t hi .  

FORBES ( O. S. )  
See you l at er ,  f r esh bai t .  

MANI AC ( O. S. )  
Wat ch your  ass,  Rosi e.  

EXT.  BETWEEN MOONS 

The Rapi er s peel  of f  t wo by t wo and engage t he oncomi ng 
Dr al t hi  f i ght er s.  The sky i s  al i ve wi t h spi r al i ng mi ssi l es 
and l aser  f i r e as t he st ar f i ght er s begi n t hei r  deadl y 
dance.  

BROADSWORDS - -  

The t wo f i ght er  bomber s cont i nue on t owar d t he l ar ger  

Ki l r at hi  shi ps.  

DEVERAUX ( O. S. )  
Br oadswor ds,  f ol l ow me i n.  Mani ac,  
Bl ai r .  Cover  us!  

I NT.  BROADSWORD COCKPI T 

Pal adi n gr i ml y adj ust s hi s cour se,  and t hr ows open sever al  
swi t ches.  

PALADI N 
Roger  t hat .  Begi nni ng bomb r un.  

EXT.  DREADNOUGHT AND DESTROYER 

The Ki l r at hi  shi ps l aunch a bar r age of  t or pedoes,  whi ch 
st r eak t owar d t he damaged Ti ger  Cl aw.  

I NT.  TI GER CLAW -  VARI OUS STATI ONS 

The t or pedoes s l am i nt o t he shi el d and send shockwaves 
t hr oughout  t he shi p,  causi ng maj or  dest r uct i on.  Then,  
bel ow decks,  a TORPEDO PENETRATES,  and EXPLODES.  

ENGI NE ROOM - -  

Men and equi pment  ar e ENGULFED I N A FI RE BALL.  Engi neer  
Davi es i s  sucked out  i nt o t he voi d!  

EXT.  TI GER CLAW 

Ther e i s  a gapi ng hol e i n t he ai de of  t he shi p.  Gas,  f i r e 
and debr i s spew out ,  sur r oundi ng t he shi p i n a mi asmi c 
c l oud.  The shi p begi ns t o yaw and r ol l .  
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Sever al  cr ewmen ar e i nj ur ed on t he br i dge.  Sansky i s  badl y 

wounded and hi s head i s cover ed wi t h bl ood.  Ger al d st oops 

t o hel p hi m.  

OBUTU 
( r el ayi ng r epor t s)  

The hul l  has been br eached at  l evel  
t hr ee.  St eer i ng l oss,  ei ght y per cent .  

GERALD 
Si r !  Si r .  Medi c t o t he br i dge!  

SANSKY 
( weakl y)  

What ' s  Dever aux doi ng? 

EXT.  BROADSWORDS & THREE RAPI ERS 

The Br oadswor ds ar e on a bombi ng r un.  Dever aux' s Rapi er  
l eads t hem i n. . .  

Four  Ki l r at hi  f i ght er s - -  Sal t hi  - -  move t o i nt er cept .  
Dever aux shoot s one out  of  t he sky wi t h a mi ssi l e!  BLAI R 
get s anot her  wi t h hi s l aser s. . .  

MANI AC 
Hey!  Save some f or  me. . .  

Mani ac shoot s a Sal t hi s '  wi ng of f .  I t  spi r al s i nt o t he 
l ast  Ki l r at hi  f i ght er ,  bot h go up i n a f i r ebal l !  

MANI AC 
Buy one,  get  one f r ee!  

Cannon f i r e st ar t s r eachi ng up t owar ds t he f i ght er s.  

DEVERAUX 
I t ' s  get t i ng hot .  I t ' s  up t o t he 
bomber s - -  l et ' s  get  back out  t her e.  

The Rapi er s veer  of f .  The Br oadswor ds cont i nue on t hei r  
bomb r un.  

PALADI N ( O. S. )  
( over  r adi o)  

Thanks f or  t he escor t  
( t o Kni ght )  

St eady on cour se.  Wai t  f or  t hem t o 
l aunch a t or pedo.  They' l l  l ower  t hei r  
shi el d j ust  bef or e.  

( CONTI NUED)  
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The sky f i l l s  wi t h l aser  bl ast s and t achyon cannon f i r e.  
The Br oadswor ds count er measur es comput er  aut omat i cal l y  
act i vat es a var i et y of  weapons,  f i r ebal l s ,  t i ny 
el ect r oni cal l y  f i l l ed mi ssi l es,  et c.  STI LL,  THE 
BROADSWORDS ARE TAKI NG HI TS.  

I NT.  BROADSWORD COCKPI T -  KNI GHT 

As t he t ar get  l ooms cl oser ,  t he wal l  of  ant i - st ar cr af t  

f i r e t er r i f i es hi m.  

KNI GHT 
They' r e t hr owi ng up t oo much st uf f .  

The Br oadswor d i s  r ocked.  

KNI GHT 
I ' m hi t !  

PALADI N ( O. S. )  
( over  r adi o)  

Al most  t her e.  St eady.  

But  t her e i s  anot her  bl ast  and Kni ght  DI SAPPEARS I N A 
FI REBALL!  

EXT.  NEAR DESTROYER AND DREADNOUGHT.  

As Kni ght ' s  Br oadswor d di s i nt egr at es.  Pal adi n must  veer  
away f r om t he f i r ebal l .  

I NT.  DEVERAUX' S COCKPI T 

Dever aux i s  engaged wi t h t wo Kr ant ,  weaves har d r i ght ,  
l ef t ,  pul l i ng s i x g l oops.  She f i r es t wo mi ssi l es.  Behi nd 
her ,  one of  t he Kr ant  expl odes.  

EXT.  RAPI ERS AND KRANT 

The second Kr ant  i s  f i r i ng mor e accur at el y at  Dever aux.  
Then Bl ai r  appear s f r om under neat h,  and r i ps t he Kr ant  t o 
shr eds wi t h t achyon cannon f i r e.  He bl ast s t hr ough t he 
debr i s.  

DEVERAUX ( O. S. )  
What  t ook you so l ong? 

BLAI R ( O. S. )  
Got  st uck i n t r af f i c .  

I NT.  BLAI R' S COCKPI T 

Bl ai r  i s  scanni ng t he sky.  

BLAI R 
Wher e' s Pal adi n? 

( CONTI NUED)  
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MANI AC ( O. S. )  
No v i sual  cont act .  Son- of - a- bi t ch 
booked!  

DEVERAUX ( O. S. )  
The dr eadnought ' s  pr epar i ng t o l aunch.  
Tor pedo t ubes openi ng.  

EXT.  DREADNOUGHT 

The huge vessel s f or war d t ubes do i ndeed di l at e open.  

BLAI R ( O. S. )  
( angr y)  

They' l l  have t o l ower  t hei r  shi el d.  

The dr eadnought  passes c l ose t o t he br oken hul l  of  t he 
f i r s t  dest r oyer . . .  

Onl y t hen does Pal adi n' s Br oadswor d appear ,  pr act i cal l y  
c l i ngi ng t o t he wr eckage.  

I NT.  PALADI N'  COCKPI T 

Pal adi n,  l ooki ng ver y gr i m,  hast i l y  r eact i vat es hi s 
el ect r oni cs,  and moves i n.  behi nd t he dr eadnought .  

PALADI N 
Baker  l eader ,  get  your  st ar cr af t  c l ear  
of  t he pul se wave!  

DEVERAUX ( O. S. )  
Roger  t hat .  Mani ac,  Bl ai r .  Br eak 
cont act !  Ret ur n t o shi p!  

EXT.  BETWEEN TWO MOONS 

The Thr ee Rapi er s veer  of f  shar pl y,  k i ck i n af t er bur ner s,  
and st r eak t owar d t he Ti ger  Cl aw. . .  

The Br oadswor d,  pr act i cal l y  on t op of  t he Dr eadnought  
i gni t es i t s  own af t er  bur ner s,  and LAUNCHES A TORPEDO. . .  

Then i t  r ocket s t owar d t he near est  moon,  as l aser  and 
cannon f i r e f ol l ow i t . . .  

ever yt hi ng di sappear s i n an I NTENSE WHI TE LI GHT.  Seconds 
pass,  t he l i ght  di ms,  ami d a HUGE EXPLOSI ON t he 
Dr eadnought  BREAKS I N TWO and a shockwave st ar t s spr eadi ng 
out ,  hi t t i ng t he dest r oyer .  The dest r oyer  i s  knocked on 
i t s  s i de and col l i des wi t h t he bow hal f  of  t he much l ar ger  
Dr eadnought .  A f i r e st ar t s ami dshi ps,  t hen t he dest r oyer ' s  
ammuni t i on begi ns t o cook of f .  I T EXPLODES AND BURNS.  
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EXT.  PALADI N' S BROADSWORD 

I s caught  i n t he shockwave,  and sent  t umbl i ng.  

I NT.  PALADI N' S COCKPI T 

The pul se wave hi t s,  and al l  el ect r oni cs f r y and go dead.  
Pal adi n begi ns t o spi n as i f  he wer e i n a dr yer .  Hi s hand 
r eaches t he manual  ej ect  cont r ol s,  and j er ks t he handl e.  

EXT.  PALADI N' S BROADSWORD 

The ej ect i on pod t umbl es f r ee of  t he Br oadswor d.  I t  s l owl y 
r ot at es away f r om t he st r i cken bomber ,  whi ch gr ows smal l er  
and smal l er .  Then i t  i mpact s on t he sur f ace of  t he ai r l ess 
moon i n a c l oud of  anci ent  dust .  

I NT.  PALADI N' S POD 

The cockpi t  sect i on of  t he Br oadswor d,  encased i n t he pod,  
r ot at es down t owar d t he sur f ace of  t he met eor - peeked moon.  
Pal adi n' s head has a gash,  and bl ood st r eams i nt o hi s 
eyes.  

PALADI N 
Wel l ,  i t  was f un whi l e i t  l ast ed.  

He t r i es t o r eact i vat e hi s el ect r oni cs and f i r e t he 
boost er s,  but  not hi ng wor ks.  The whi t e sur f ace of  t he moon 
dr aws near er .  Then. . .  he accept s i t ,  gr i ns. . .  r emember s a 
f ew l i nes f r om hi s school  days. . . .  

PALADI N 
( mur mur s;  hal f  smi l e)  

“ . . . My mi nd mi sgi ves some consequence,  
yet  hangi ng i n t he st ar s,  shal l  
bi t t er l y  begi n hi s f ear f ul  dat e wi t h 
t hi s ni ght ' s  r evel s. . . . ”  

A SUDDEN,  BRUTAL JERK st eadi es t he pod and st ops i t s  
r ot at i on.  Pal adi n i s  ast oni shed.  He l ooks down at  t he 
moon,  t hen bl i nks up at  t he under bel l y  of  Bl ai r ' s  Rapi er ,  
and t he f ai nt  i l l umi nat i on of  a t r act or  beam.  Bl ai r  peer s 
down at  hi m. . .  

BLAI R 
( over  r adi o)  

We out s i der s have t o st i ck t oget her .  
Let ' s  get  you back t o t he Cl aw.  

He gi ves Pal adi n a l i t t l e sal ut e.  Pal adi n sees Bl ai r ' s  
Pi l gr i m cr oss GLI NT i n t he r ef l ect ed sunl i ght .  
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EXT.  NEAR TI GER CLAW 

The r emai ni ng Ki l r at hi  f i ght er s br eak of f  t hei r  

engagement s and hi gh t ai l  i t  back t owar d t he f ar  s i de of  

t he t wi n moons.  

EXT.  MANI AC & FORBES RAPI ERS 

MANI AC 
For bes,  l et ' s  have some f un.  

FORBES 
I  t hought  you' d never  ask.  

Mani ac and For bes gun t hei r  t wo Rapi er s af t er  t he f l eei ng 
shi ps.  Then. . .  

DEVERAUX ( O. S. )  
Baker  One t o al l  Baker  pi l ot s.  Ret ur n 
t o t he shi p.  Repeat ,  r et ur n t o t he 
shi p!  

FORBES 
Mani ac? 

MANI AC 
The ni ght ' s  st i l l  young.  One l ast  dance 
won' t  hur t . . .  

EXT.  FLEEI NG KI LRATHI  FI GHTERS 

Suddenl y t wo Dr al t hi  veer  ar ound and head back,  on a 
col l i s i on cour se.  

I NT.  FORBES COCKPI T 

For bes sees t he oncomi ng Dr al t hi . . .  

FORBES 
They' r e t r y i ng t o r am!  I  guess t hey' r e 
not  i n a danci ng mood.  Spoi l spor t s '  

. . . and opens f i r e wi t h ever yt hi ng she' s got .  The Dr al t hi  
di s i nt egr at es r i ght  i n f r ont  of  her .  

MANI AC' S POV - -  

Ahead of  hi m Mani ac can see t he second Dr al t hi  comi ng 
st r ai ght  at  hi m. . .  

MANI AC 
Wat ch t hi s Rosi e.  

And Mani ac guns hi s Rapi er  r i ght  at  t he Dr al t hi . . .  

( CONTI NUED)  
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FORBES 
Shoot  hi m. . .   MANI AC OPEN FI RE!  

But  Mani ac cont i nues on a col l i s i on cour se.  For bes br i ngs 
her  Rapi er  i n behi nd Mani ac,  t r y i ng t o get  a shot  on t he 
Dr al t hi . . .  

FORBES 
Shoot  hi m,  or  I  wi l l !  

MANI AC 
I t ' s  al l  i n t he t i mi ng. . .  

The Dr al t hi  and Mani ac ' s f i ght er  ar e wi t hi n seconds of  
col l i di ng. . .  

When Mani ac ROLLS hi s f i ght er  s i deways,  pul l s  hi s nose up 
and l et s l oose a vol l ey of  cannon f i r e i nt o t he Dr al t hi ' s  
cockpi t !  The Dr al t hi  cr i t i cal l y  hi t ,  JUST MI SSES Mani ac ' s 
shi p and spi r al s out  of  cont r ol  r i ght  i nt o. . .  

EXT.  FORBES' S RAPI ER 

Mani ac r eal i zes,  but  i t ' s  t oo l at e!  

MANI AC ( O. S. )  
( shout i ng)  

Rosi e,  shi t !  PULL UP!  

But  For bes can' t  r eact  qui ck enough - -  The Dr al t hi  s t r i kes 
t he s i de of  her  shi p,  ami d a shower  of  spar ks.  

EXT.  FORBES & MANI AC' S RAPI ERS 

Mani ac comes al ongsi de For bes heavi l y  damaged f i ght er .  One 
ent i r e s i de has been near l y shor n away.  One engi ne 
r emai ns.  St i l l  For bes,  i nj ur ed,  i s  hol di ng her  st eady.  
Mani ac eases hi s Rapi er  i n unt i l  he can l ook i nt o her  
cockpi t .  

MANI AC 
Rosi e.  Can you hol d her ? 

FORBES 
I  coul d f l y  t hi s t hi ng and cook you 
br eakf ast .  

But  t he Rapi er  wobbl es and veer s danger ousl y.  

I NT.  FORBES & MANI AC' S COCKPI TS 

For bes st eadi es her  cr af t .  

MANI AC 
Hey,  qui t  showi ng of f .  

( CONTI NUED)  
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FORBES 
I mpr essi ve,  huh? 

MANI AC 
Ej ect .  I ' l l  t r act or  you i n.  

FORBES 
You' d l ove t hat ,  woul dn' t  you? The 
ej ect i on syst em i s f r i ed.  

MANI AC 
Just  st ay wi t h me,  Rosi e.  We' l l  do i t  
t oget her .  

The t wo Rapi er s ar e,  i n f act ,  comi ng i n on t he open door s 
t o t he Ti ger  Cl aw' s f l i ght  deck.  

FORBES POV -  THE TI GER CLAW 

For bes f i ght er  cont i nues t o shut t er  and yaw.  She f i ght s i t  
and l i nes up on t he f l i ght  deck,  a yel l ow beam of  l i ght  
l eadi ng t he way.  

FORBES 
Jeez,  t he shi p l ooks wor se t han I  do 
af t er  a t hr ee day shor e pass.  

I NTERCUT WI TH:  
I NT.  MANI AC' S COCKPI T 

He gl ances over  at  For bes cockpi t ,  onl y yar ds away.  

MANI AC 
( over  r adi o)  

Baker  t hr ee and f our  t o con.  We' r e 
comi ng i n.  Cl ear  away ever yt hi ng t hat  
i sn' t  bol t ed down.  

FLI GHT BOSS 
( r esponds;  r adi o)  

Roger  t hat .  Baker  t hr ee and f our .  Cl ear  
t o l and.  

MANI AC 
( wor r i ed,  now)  

We' r e comi ng i n t oo hot .  

FORBES 
Sor r y,  but  my br akes ar e i n t he shop.  

MANI AC 
Li ne i t  up.  That ' s  i t .  

FORBES 
Pi ece of  cake.  Just  l i ke bef or e.  

( CONTI NUED)  
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MANI AC 
Except  t hat  you' r e r i ght  s i de up.  

FORBES 
( al most  chuckl es)  

I  knew somet hi ng was wr ong!  

MANI AC 
Al most  t her e.  

THROUGH THE COCKPI T PLEXI GLASS - -  

Mani ac can see t he door s,  wi deni ng l i ke a gi ant  mout h,  
much t oo f ast .  He gl ances over .  For bes Rapi er  i s  
shut t er i ng and yawi ng.  

MANI AC 
Okay. . .  Easy.  Just  ease i t  i n.  

For bes i s  f i ght i ng t he cont r ol s wi t h al l  her  mi ght .  

FORBES 
( t ensi on i n her  voi ce)  

I  l ove i t  when you. . .  t al k di r t y .  

MANI AC 
Pul l  up!  Pul l  up!  

I NT.  FLI GHT DECK -  TI GER CLAW 

The t wo Rapi er s appear  i n t he door .  Mani ac ' s Rapi er  
manages t o l and,  but  For bes cat ches a wi ng and FLI PS ONTO 
I TS BACK. . .  

. . . i t  s l i des t o a st op OUTSI DE THE AI R LOCK FORCE FI ELD.  
Mani ac ' s cr af t  near l y cr ashes bef or e he can st op.  He pops 
t he canopy and l eaps out ,  r unni ng t owar d t he cr ash.  

BLAI R RUNS AFTER HI M.  I n t he backgr ound we can see Bl ai r ' s  
Rapi er  and Pal adi n,  bei ng t ended by a MEDI C.  

BLAI R 
She' s out s i de t he ai r  l ock!  You go 
t hr ough t he f or ce f i el d and you' r e 
j el l o!  

MANI AC 
( out  of  cont r ol )  

Get  me a sui t !  Get  me a sui t !  

He r uns t owar d t he f or ce f i el d,  st ar i ng t hr ough i t  at  t he 
wr eckage of  For bes Rapi er .  

MANI AC 
( scr eams)  

Rosi e!  Rosi e!  
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A dozen Rapi er s ar e st i l l  hover i ng out s i de t he f l i ght  deck 

door s i n f or mat i on.  

I NT.  DEVERAUX' S COCKPI T 

Dever aux l ooks out  t hr ough her  pl exi gl ass t o see t he 
wr eckage of  For bes'  Rapi er .  

DEVERAUX 
For bes? Rosi e? Can you hear  me? Rosi e? 
Answer .  Just  key your  mi ke,  i f  you can.  
Come on gi r l .  Just  one l i t t l e c l i ck.  

None of  t he ot her  pi l ot s br eaks t he l ong s i l ence.  Unt i l . . .  

HUNTER 
I ' ve got  appr oxi mat el y ni net y seconds 
of  f uel  l ef t .  Commander .  

PI LOT' S VOI CE 
Di t t o,  f or  me.  

ANOTHER PI LOT 
I ' m al most  empt y t oo. .  

Dever aux st udi es t he wr eckage.  Coul d anyone have sur v i ved? 
Fi nal l y . . . .  

DEVERAUX 
Rosi e. . . ? 

( s i l ence)  
Baker  Leader  t o Con.  Push t hat  wr eckage 
of f  t he deck!  

She hat es her sel f ,  and can' t  t ake her  eyes of f  t he 
wr eckage of  her  f r i end' s Rapi er .  

I NT.  FLI GHT DECK 

An AUTOMATED BULLDOZER- LI KE VEHI CLE wi t h a bi g bl ade i n 
f r ont ,  bui l t  expr essl y f or  t hi s pur pose,  t r undl es t owar d 
t he ai r  l ock cur t ai n and t he Rapi er  wr eckage.  The noi se 
makes Mani ac t ur n.  

MANI AC 
Hey. . . ? What  ar e you doi ng? Hey!  

Mani ac r uns past  t he heavy vehi c l e and l ooks up at  t he Con 
Tower  wi ndows,  i n t he wal l  above hi m.  He can see t he gr i m 
f aced Fl i ght  Boss t her e.  He begi ns wavi ng hi s ar ms.  

MANI AC 
Hey!  You can' t  do t hi s!  You can' t  do 
t hi s.  St op!  St op!  Pl ease!  

( CONTI NUED)  



72.  
CONTI NUED:  

The bul l dozer  goes t hr ough t he f or ce f i el d.  Mani ac r uns 

af t er  i t ,  but . . .  

Bl ai r  t ackl es hi m.  

BLAI R 
Ther e' s not hi ng you can do!  

MANI AC 
Get  of f  me you Pi l gr i m son- of - a- bi t ch!  

BLAI R 
( angr y)  

Fi ne.  I f  you hadn' t  pushed t he envel ope 
maybe she' d st i l l  be al i ve!  

Bl ai r  abr upt l y l et s Mani ac go.  But  Mani ac doesn' t  move - -  
he wat ches i n s i l ent  hor r or  as t he bul l dozer ,  on t he ot her  
s i de of  t he f or ce f i el d wal l ,  PUSHES THE RAPI ER WRECKAGE 
OFF THE DECK.  Mani ac t ur ns t o Bl ai r . . .  

MANI AC 
Maybe Ger al d was r i ght .  Maybe i t  wasn' t  
an acci dent  we encount er ed t he Ki l r at hi  
i n t hat  ast er oi d f i el d.  Maybe your  
Pi l gr i m bl ood got  t he bet t er  of  you.  

And wi t h t hat  he wal ks of f .  

I NT.  DEVERAUX' S COCKPI T 

She l ooks. . .  

THROUGH THE COCKPI T – 

at  t he wr eckage as i t  t umbl es away. . . .  For bes cockpi t  has 
been cr acked.  I t ' s  sur f ace r ef l ect s l i ght  i nt o Dever aux' s 
eyes once,  t hen i t  f l oat s c l ear  of  her  l i ne of  s i ght .  A 
moment  passes.  Then. . . .  

DEVERAUX 
Baker  Leader  t o Con.  Request  per mi ssi on 
t o l and.  

I NT.  FLI GHT DECK 

The wai t i ng Rapi er s l and.  Dever aux' s Rapi er  i s  t he l ast  
one i n. . .  

I NT.  BRI DGE TI GER CLAW 

Sansky i s  nowher e t o be seen.  The r emai ni ng of f i cer s l ook 
haggar d and exhaust ed.  Ger al d i s  l ooki ng at  a panel  of  
scanner s.  
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ON SCANNER SCREEN – 

A deep cr at er ,  hal f  i n shadow.  

GERALD 
Ther e.  Put  her  down t her e!  

EXT.  TI GER CLAW -  MOON SURFACE 

The bi g,  cr i ppl ed shi p eases i nt o bl ack shadow of  t he 
cr at er ,  unt i l  onl y i t s  l i ght s ar e v i s i bl e.  Then,  i t  k i l l s  
i t s  l i ght s. . .  

Now,  i t  i s  near l y i nv i s i bl e.  A moment  l at er ,  A LARGE 
DRONE,  f i r s t  seen f r om i t s  f i er y exhaust ,  hoves i nt o v i ew,  
get s i t s  bear i ngs and st r eaks i nt o space.  I t  has sever al  
st r ange ant ennae and domes on i t s  hul l .  

I NT.  BRI DGE TI GER CLAW 

The br i dge i s i n near  dar kness,  except  f or  t he moongl ow 
and t he moni t or s.  Dever aux and Pal adi n ar r i ve on t he 
br i dge.  They l ook at  each ot her  - -  wher e i s  Sansky? 

OBUTU 
Decoy away.  Commander .  She has a bi gger  
el ect r oni c s i gnat ur e t han t he 
Concor di a.  I  t hi nk she' l l  f ool  t hem,  
s i r .  

GERALD 
I  hope you' r e r i ght .  Secur e al l  act i ve 
scanner s.  Passi ve syst ems onl y.  

Ger al d t ur ns hi s at t ent i on t o t he bank of  v i sual  scanner s.  
Ever yone el se al so st ops what  t hey ar e doi ng. . .  

Hi gh above t hem,  t hey can see a ser i es of  br i ght  dot s i n 
f or mat i on.  

OBUTU 
Ther e.  Ki l r at hi  bat t l e gr oup.  

No one speaks,  t r ansf i xed by t he i mage on t he l i t t l e 
scr een.  The seconds f eel  mor e l i ke year s.  Then. . .  

RADAR MAN 
They' ve mi ssed us.  They' r e f ol l owi ng 
t he decoy.  

Ther e i s  a moment  of  wi l d cheer i ng.  But  Pal adi n hear s 
somet hi ng.  

PALADI N 
Qui et !  

( CONTI NUED)  
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Thi s st ar t l es ever yone i nt o s i l ence.  Then t hey hear  i t . . .  
t he st eady beep- beepi ng of  a r adar  det ect or .  

PALADI N 
A dest r oyer . . .  hunt i ng f or  us.  

The passi ve r adar  det ect or  i ncr eases i n f r equency.  

RADAR MAN 
They' ve spot t ed us!  

PALADI N 
No.  We' r e i n a dense r adi at i on bel t .  
Gamma r ays ar e c l oudi ng t hei r  scr eens.  
I f  t hey don' t  see us. . .  t hey won' t  f i nd 
us.  

Thi s i s  col d comf or t  as t he st eady beepi ng of  t he r adar  
det ect or  gr ows mor e i nsi st ent .  

EXT.  ABOVE MOON -  KI LRATHI  DESTROYER 

The Dest r oyer  LAUNCHES A MI SSI LE i nt o a cr at er .  A mushr oom 
cl oud r i ses f r om t he sur f ace of  t he moon,  behi nd t he 
Ki l r at hi  shi p.  

I NT.  BRI DGE -  TI GER CLAW 

The shi p v i br at es as a sei smi c t r emor  passes under  i t .  

GERALD 
They' r e nuki ng ever y cr at er .  Met hodi cal  
bast ar ds.  

The beepi ng sounds come cl oser  and c l oser  t oget her .  

EXT.  ABOVE THE CRATER 

The Ki l r at hi  dest r oyer  l aunches anot her  mi ssi l e.  I t  
s t r eaks i nt o t he f ar  s i de of  t he cr at er ,  t he hal f  i n 
sunl i ght .  The Dest r oyer  moves on.  A mushr oom cl oud r i ses 
behi nd i t .  

I NT.  VARI OUS STATI ONS -  TI GER CLAW 

The shi p i s  r ocked by a POWERFUL SHOCK WAVE.  

HANGER BAY - -  

Men and equi pment  ar e t hr own about .  Ol i v i a and Jones ar e 
CRUSHED as a damaged Rapi er  t ear s f r ee of  i t ' s  moor i ngs!  
Fi r e er upt s.  



75.  
TORPEDO ROOM - -  

The shock CRACKS OPEN A TUBE,  sucki ng t he at mospher e out  

of  t he r oom. . .  

Men ar e LI FTED I NTO THE AI R and pul l ed scr eami ng i nt o t he 
f r act ur ed t ube. . .  

Ot her s t r y t o r each t he f ar  hat chway.  Spaceman Rodr i guez 
punches t he emer gency but t on.  The hat ch door  s l i des shut ,  
TRAPPI NG RODRI GUEZ AND THE REMAI NI NG MEN I NSI DE.  
Rodr i guez' s f ace appear s i n t he por t hol e.  

REVERSE ANGLE - -  

On t he f aces of  t he cr ewmen saf e on t he ot her  ai de of  t he 
door ,  as t hey wat ch Rodr i guez di e hor r i bl y i ns i de.  

I NT.  FLI GHT DECK 

Bl ai r  pi cks hi msel f  of f  t he deck. . .  

Ther e i s  a sudden WHI STLI NG SOUND.  Ever yone hear s i t .  

BLAI R 
What ' s t hat  sound? 

PETERSON 
The door s ar e f ai l i ng!  

THE OUTER BAY DOORS - -  

begi n t o gr oan and war p s l i ght l y .  Li ght  obj ect s near by f l y  
up and st i ck t o a cr ack i n t he seal  bet ween t he door s.  

PETERSON 
( shout i ng t o hi s cr ew)  
Gr ab anyt hi ng t hat  wi l l  seal  i t !  Now!  

Pi l ot s and cr ewmen r ace i nt o act i on.  

MANI AC - -  

squat s at  t he edge of  t he f l i ght  deck,  wat chi ng t hi s al l  
wi t h a bl ank expr essi on.  

BLAI R - -  

i s  r unni ng,  when he sees a COMPOSI TE WI NG OF A RAPI ER next  
t o a damaged f i ght er  t hat  was bei ng r epai r ed.  

BLAI R 
Someone hel p me!  

The wi ng i s  t oo heavy f or  Bl ai r  al one.  Pet er son hur r i es 
over  t o hel p.  I t  can bar el y be l i f t ed by bot h of  t hem.  

( CONTI NUED)  
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The whi st l i ng gr ows mor e omi nous.  Debr i s i s  f l y i ng ar ound 

t he f l i ght  deck,  bei ng sucked t owar d t he cr ack i n t he 

door s 

BLAI R 
Come on.  We can do i t .  

They haul  t he wi ng c l ose t o t he door s. . .  

The suct i on f r om t he cr ack i s  so st r ong t hat  t he onl y 
t hi ng keepi ng Bl ai r  and Pet er son anchor ed t o t he f l oor  i s  
t he wei ght  of  t he wi ng.  

MANI AC – 

sees. . .  

BLAI R - -  

t r i p over  t he pi ece of  debr i s on t he deck.  He st umbl es,  
l os i ng hi s gr i p on t he wi ng.  

He' s sucked t owar ds t he cr ack - -  a dead- man,  unt i l  he 
manages t o gr ab on t o a hook bol t ed t o t he deck,  used t o 
secur e t he f i ght er s.  

The ot her  pi l ot s and cr ew member s hang back,  not  wi l l i ng 
t o r i sk t hei r  l i ves t o save Bl ai r .  

MANI AC - -  

st ands.  Bl ai r  c l i ngs t o t he hook but  hi s gr i p i s  s l i ppi ng.  
The cr ew member s wat ch,  f r ozen i n i nact i on.  

MANI AC 
You sons of  bi t ches j ust  goi ng t o wat ch 
hi m di e? 

Mani ac i s  wr appi ng a cabl e t hat  was r i pped l oose f r om i t ' s  
moor i ngs ar ound hi s wai st .  

MANI AC 
Secur e t hi s.  

He hands t he l oop of  cabl e over  t o t he ot her  pi l ot s and 
st ar t s t owar ds Bl ai r .  

THE CRACK - -  

spl i t s  open even wi der  and t he i ncr eased suct i on pul l s  
Mani ac of f  hi s f eet .  He f l i es t owar ds t he cr ack,  t hen t he 
cabl e PULLS TI GHT.  I t  s t ops hi m f r om bei ng sucked t hr ough 
t he cr ack but  c i nches so t i ght l y  ar ound hi s wai st  t hat  i t  
seems t o al most  cut  hi m i n t wo.  

( CONTI NUED)  
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He swal l ows a scr eam,  c l ut ches t he cabl e wi t h one hand,  
and l i ke a r ock c l i mber  ski ppi ng acr oss a c l i f f  f ace,  
makes hi s way t o Bl ai r .  

MANI AC 
( choked)  

Gr ab on!  

Bl ai r  r el eases hi s gr i p on t he hook and c l i ngs t o Mani ac.  

MANI AC 
( scr eami ng at  t he cr ew)  

Come on!  

Cr ew member s pul l  Mani ac and Bl ai r  away f r om t he cr ack.  

Meanwhi l e Pet er son and sever al  ot her  cr ew member s have 
HOI STED THE RAPI ER WI NG UPRI GHT.  Anchor i ng t hemsel ves t o 
t he deck,  t hey r el ease i t  - -  t he t r emendous f or ce of  t he 
vacuum out s i de SUCKS t he heavy met al  wi ng up agai nst  t he 
cr ack LI KE I T WERE A LEGO TOY.  The shr i eki ng howl  becomes 
a s l i ght  t ea ket t l e.  

A REPAI R CREW ar r i ves i n a car t  car r y i ng t wo l ar ge met al  
bot t l es.  They bl ast  ar ound t he wi ng wi t h a t hi ck,  v i scous 
mat er i al  whi ch al most  i nst ant l y  har dens i nt o a sol i d mass.  
The l eak i s  seal ed.  

BLAI R AND MANI AC - -  

huddl e t oget her .  Bl ai r  hel ps Mani ac un- ci nch t he cabl e 
f r om ar ound hi s wai st .  As t he cabl e f al l s  away,  t her e' s A 
RI NG OF BLOOD ar ound Mani ac ' s wai st ,  wher e t he cabl e has 
cut  i nt o hi m.  

MANI AC 
Space age l i posuct i on,  huh Pi l gr i m? 

He f al l s  t o hi s knees,  near l y passi ng out .  Bl ai r  suppor t s 
hi m.  

BLAI R 
Get  you t o s i ck bay,  buddy.  

He st r uggl es t o l i f t  Mani ac.  

MANI AC 
I ' m sor r y,  man.  I  di dn' t  mean i t .  I  
k i l l ed her .  I  pushed i t  t oo f ar .  You 
had not hi ng t o do wi t h i t .  

And he passes out .  

EXT.  TI GER CLAW -  MOON CRATER 

The st r i cken shi p bl eeds ai r  and debr i s i nt o t he voi d.  
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Sansky i s  pr opped up,  ver y weak.  I V t ubes ar e st i ck i ng 

out  of  hi s ar m.  Ger al d and Pal adi n ar e i n a heat ed 

ar gument .  

PALADI N 
I t  was your  i dea t o send Dever aux' s 
f i ght er  wi ng of f  on a wi l d goose chase 
whi l e t he Ti ger  Cl aw was at t acked!  

GERALD 
( f ur i ous)  

And i f  we had been dest r oyed,  you 
woul d have been saf el y out  of  har ms 
way.  

SANSKY 
( br eaki ng i n)  

That  i sn' t  what  Dever aux r epor t ed,  
Commander .  Mr .  Taggar t  near l y l ost  hi s 
l i f e dest r oyi ng t he Ki l r at hi  
dr eadnought .  

GERALD 
But  what  about  t he ULF si gnal s? Who 
sent  t hem? 

SANSKY 
We have not hi ng concr et e.  I t  coul d 
have Just  been r adi o noi se i n t he 
ast er oi d f i el d,  mi s i nt er pr et ed by 
Bl ai r ' s  PPC.  

( t o Pal adi n)  
Wel come aboar d.  Commodor e.  Do you have 
any or der s f or  me? 

PALADI N 
Capt ai n,  t hi s i s  your  shi p.  I  of f er  
you ever y assi st ance i n t he cur r ent  
cr i s i s.  

SANSKY 
As mat t er s st and we need al l  t he hel p 
we can get .  The shi p has suf f er ed 
massi ve damage t hr oughout  and we have 
al most  no oper at i onal  f i ght er s l ef t .  
But  t hat ' s  not  t he wor st  pr obl em.  

PALADI N 
What  i s? 

GERALD 
( poi nt ed)  

The f uel  cel l  ar ea was al most  
compl et el y dest r oyed.  

( MORE)  

( CONTI NUED)  
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GERALD ( cont ' d)  
We don' t  have enough power  t o keep up 
wi t h t he ai r  pumps,  l et  al one get  
under  way.  

SANSKY 
I n ot her  wor ds.  Commodor e. . .  t he shi p 
i s  dyi ng.  

Sansky gr i maces.  Pal adi n nods compassi onat el y at  hi m.  

I NT.  FLI GHT DECK -  NEXT WATCH 

The deck l ooks bet t er .  Each sur v i v i ng pi l ot  heads up hi s 
own mai nt enance t eam,  t r y i ng t o r ef ur bi sh t he r emai ni ng 
Rapi er s.  Ot her  cr ewmen t r y t o r epai r  t he spr ung door  seal s 
i n t he backgr ound as Bl ai r  comes out  on t he deck,  sees 
Dever aux hunched under  her  own pl ane,  and appr oaches.  

BLAI R 
Commander .  Can I  t al k t o you? 

Dever aux emer ges f r om under  her  pl ane.  She st i l l  l ooks 
shaken f r om For bes'  deat h,  but  she can' t  l et  go of  her  
st i f f ness t owar ds Bl ai r .  

DEVERAUX 
Sur e,  I ' ve got  a mi nut e.  

BLAI R 
Can we st op t he bul l shi t ,  pl ease.  

Dever aux i s  shocked t o hear  Bl ai r  t al k so bl unt l y .  

BLAI R 
I  j ust  came t o t el l  you I  f eel  bad 
about  For bes.  I t  was such a st upi d way 
t o di e.  

Equal l y  shocki ng,  Dever aux suddenl y seems on t he ver ge of  
t ear s.  

DEVERAUX 
St upi d doesn' t  descr i be i t .  I t ' s  a 
t ot al  wast e.  And i t  goddamn hur t s '  

Thi s i s  sai d l oudl y enough t hat  t he ot her  cr ew member s 
l ook her  way.  Bl ai r  want s t o spar e her  any embar r assment .  

BLAI R 
Wal k wi t h me.  

Dever aux nods ' yes ' ,  and t hey wal k i n s i l ence f or  a 
moment ,  t owar ds a hat chway.  

DEVERAUX 
I  want  her  back,  Bl ai r .  

( CONTI NUED)  
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BLAI R 
You need your  f r i end,  and I  need mi ne - -  
so I  want  you t o do somet hi ng f or  me.  

The wal k t hr ough hat chway i nt o. . .  

I NT.  CORRI DOR -  TI GER CLAW.  CONTI NUOUS.  

I t ' s  deser t ed except  f or  t hem.  

DEVERAUX 
What  ar e you t al k i ng about ? 

BLAI R 
Mani ac. . .  Mar shal l .  He' s a dead man,  i f  
you don' t  f or gi ve hi m.  He l oved her ,  
di d you know t hat ? 

DEVERAUX 
He had a hel l  of  way of  showi ng i t .  

BLAI R 
That ' s  r i ght  and now he' s as sur e as 
you ar e t hat  he k i l l ed Rosi e.  And I  
know hi m - -  he' l l  go over  t he edge - -  
t hat ' l l  be hi s at onement .  Maybe i f  you 
f or gi ve hi m,  he can f or gi ve hi msel f .  

DEVERAUX 
Look,  I  know. . .  She was as bi g an 
adr enal i ne j unki e as he was.   She 
di dn' t  have t o. . .  

And she st ops,  near i ng t ear s agai n.  

BLAI R 
That ' s  r i ght .  Pi l ot s l i ke t hem don' t  
t hi nk t hei r  ever  goi ng t o di e.  But  now 
Mani ac knows bet t er  and t hat ' s  
puni shment  enough t o l ast  a l i f et i me.  

Dever aux i s  s i l ent  f or  a l ong beat . . .  

DEVERAUX 
I ' l l  t al k t o hi m.  

BLAI R 
Thank you. . .  I f  t her e' s anyt hi ng. . .  

DEVERAUX 
I  know. . .  

BLAI R 
Al l  r i ght .  

He t ur ns t o go.  

( CONTI NUED)  
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DEVERAUX 
Li eut enant . . .  Bl ai r .  Have a dr i nk wi t h 
me when we' ve f i ni shed t he r epai r s.  I f  
I ' m al one I ' m j ust  goi ng t o t hi nk about  
i t .  

BLAI R 
I ' d l i ke t hat .  

He st ar t s t o sal ut e but  t hen i t  t ur ns i nt o hi m t ouchi ng 
her  shoul der .  Feel i ng awkwar d he dr ops hi s ar m and l eaves.  

EXT.  TI GER CLAW -  LATER 

Wor k cr ews i n space sui t s cont i nue t o r epai r  t he hul l .  
Then,  a sound i s super i mposed,  t he STEADY BEEP- BEEPI NG of  
t he r adar  det ect or .  

I NT.  GERALD' S OFFI CE -  TI GER CLAW 

Smal l  and cr amped,  Ger al d s i t s  at  hi s desk r evi ewi ng 
damage r epor t s.  Sever al  hol es of  Ger al d at  t he Naval  
Academy si t  on hi s desk.  He pi cks one up,  r ef l ect i ng.  

A JUNI OR OFFI CER ent er s.  

JUNI OR OFFI CER 
Si r .  You bet t er  come t o t he br i dge.  

GERALD 
I ' l l  be r i ght  t her e.  Li eut enant .  

The Juni or  Of f i cer  sal ut es and l eaves.  Ger al d put s down 
t he hol o- pi c and st ands t o l eave. . .  

CLOSE ON HOLO- PI C - -  

A younger  Ger al d st ands pr oudl y next  t o hi s f el l ow 
gr aduat i ng c l ass. . .  

. . . and st andi ng r i ght  next  t o Ger al d i s  THE TRAI TOR t hat  
we saw on t he Snakei r  br i dge.  

I NT.  BRI DGE TI GER CLAW 

Pal adi n i s  al r eady t her e,  wear i ng a space sui t ,  mi nus 
hel met .  Ger al d and Dever aux ar r i ve.  They hear  t he t el l t al e 
sound of  an i ncomi ng shi p.  

DEVERAUX 
What  i s  she? Anot her  dest r oyer ? 

GERALD 
I t  doesn' t  mat t er .  We can' t  t ake 
anot her  r ound of  bombar dment .  

( CONTI NUED)  
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DEVERAUX 
We' l l  go down f i ght i ng - -  t he ai r  l ock 
i sn' t  f unct i oni ng,  but  we managed t o 
get  t he f l i ght  deck door s oper at i onal .  
We have f our  Rapi er s r eady t o go.  

PALADI N 
We' l l  do bet t er  t han t hat ,  Dever aux.  

( smi l es)  
That  shi p up t her e i s  goi ng t o save our  
ass.  

I NT.  MANI AC' S QUARTERS.  

Kl axon bel l s  announce t he upcomi ng mi ssi on but  Mani ac 
seems obl i v i ous,  l y i ng on hi s bunk.  

Then,  hi s door  hi sses open.  

DEVERAUX ( O. S. )  
What  t he hel l  ar e you doi ng,  
Li eut enant ? Sui t  up!  

MANI AC 
( expr essi onl ess)  

Ma' m? 

DEVERAUX 
I  need my best  pi l ot s out  t her e. . .  

She st r i des away,  but  her  act  of  f or gi veness has wor ked.  
Mani ac gr abs hi s f l i ght  sui t ,  hi s expr essi on hal f  way 
bet ween t hat  cr azed smi l e and t ear s.  

I NT.  FI GHT DECK.  

The Di l i gent ,  and t wo Rapi er s ar e bei ng r eadi ed f or  a 
l aunch.  A squad of  Mar i nes mar ches i nt o t he Di l i gent  i n 
space sui t s.  GERALD,  i n a space- sui t ,  i s  among t hem.  

I NT.  DI LI GENT -  HATCH 

Pal adi n and Bl ai r  ar e super vi s i ng t he boar di ng f r om i nsi de 
t he Di l i gent ' s  hat ch.  They ar e not  happy t o see GERALD 
mar chi ng up t he gangpl ank.  

PALADI N 
I  t hi nk you' r e on t he wr ong shi p,  
Commander .  

GERALD 
I f  you t hi nk I ' m goi ng t o l et  my men be 
f l own i nt o combat  by a r ogue and a hal f -  
br eed you' r e sadl y mi st aken.  

Wi t h t hat  Ger al d pushes past  t hem.  Pal adi n hi t s t he swi t ch 
t o seal  t he door s much har der  t han he needs t o.  
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I NT.  FLI GHT DECK -  TI GER CLAW 

The mer chant man' s hat ch c l oses,  and t he deck cr ew hur r y t o 
t he el evat or s,  whi ch seal  shut .  The bi g door s open,  and - -  
wi t h no ai r  l ock f or ce f i el d - -  t he at mospher e bl ows i nt o 
space l i ke a gi ant  hur r i cane.  When t he r ushi ng of  ai r  
subsi des,  t he t wo Rapi er s bl ast  of f ,  f ol l owed by t he much 
l ar ger  Di l i gent .  

EXT.  ABOVE MOON ASTEROI D BELT 

The Di l i gent  l ur ks behi nd an ast er oi d,  i t s  f or m f ol ded 
i nt o i t s  r agged r i dgel i ne.  

I NT.  BRI DGE -  DI LI GENT 

Ger al d,  Pal adi n,  Dever aux and Bl ai r  al l  wear  f ul l  space 
sui t s,  wi t h t hei r  hel met s r eady at  hand.  They al l  l i s t en 
t o t he sear chi ng r adar  s i gnal .  

BLAI R 
I  wi sh we coul d see what  she i s.  

PALADI N 
I f  we swi t ch on our  r adar ,  we' l l  gui de 
t hem r i ght  t o us.  

EXT.  ASTEROI D FI ELD 

The l ar ge Communi cat i ons shi p seen ear l i er ,  comes ar ound 
t he dar k s i de of  t he moon,  escor t ed by t wo Dr al t hi  
f i ght er s.  A SMALL COMMUNI CATI ONS DRONE dr ops f r om t he 
bel l y  of  t he Ki l r at hi  shi p,  i gni t es i t ' s  engi nes and heads 
i nt o space.  

I NT.  BRI DGE -  DI LI GENT 

PALADI N 
I ' m pi cki ng up an addi t i onal  heat  
s i gnat ur e - -  l ooks l i ke a dr one. . .  The 
bi g shi p shoul d be v i s i bl e any moment  
now. . .  

The f our  of f i cer s gaze at  t he v i sual  scanner s,  and see t he 
Ki l r at hi  vessel s hove i nt o v i ew.  

DEVERAUX 
( r i s i ng exci t ement )  

That ' s  no dest r oyer .  

BLAI R 
I t ' s  t he Communi cat i on shi p Mani ac and 
I  came up agai nst .  

GERALD 
They' l l  spot  our  heat  cor ona,  soon.  

( CONTI NUED)  
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PALADI N 
They won' t  have t he chance.  Bl ai r ,  man 
t he i on gun.  

( pushes r adi o but t on)  
Thi s i s  Pal adi n.  At t ack!  At t ack!  

EXT.  ASTEROI D FI ELD 

The t wo Rapi er s st r eak f r om behi nd met eor i t es and engage 
t he Dr al t hi .  The Ki l r at hi  ComCon shi p begi ns t o veer  away,  
but  as i t  passes t he ast er oi d,  t he Di l i gent  l eaves i t s  
cover  and hover s j ust  bel ow i t .  The el ement  of  sur pr i se 
wei ghs heavi l y  i n t he openi ng moment s of  combat .  Mani ac ' s 
Rapi er  DESTROYS THE FI RST DRALTHI .  

MANI AC ( O. S. )  
( over  r adi o)  

Yeah!  

The second Rapi er  i s  engaged i n a wi ndi ng,  t wi st i ng 
dogf i ght .  Mani ac veer s hi s f i ght er  t o engage t he second 
Ki l r at hi .  

TWO MORE DRALTHI  - -  

f i ght er s suddenl y appear  f r om ar ound t he moon,  on f ul l  
af t er bur ner .  

I NT.  DI LI GENT -  BLAI R' S GUN POSI TI ON 

Fr om hi s dome,  he can see t he Dr al t hi  comi ng r i ght  at  
t hem!  

BLAI R 
Two mor e Bogi es at  s i x o' c l ock!  

Bl ai r  opens f i r e at  one of  t he at t acker s,  who r et ur ns t he 
f i r e,  t hen veer s of f .  

I NT.  BRI DGE -  DI LI GENT 

Pal adi n i s  pi l ot i ng t he Di l i gent  up t owar d t he l ar ger  
Ki l r at hi  shi p.  

PALADI N 
( over  i nt er com)  

Mar i nes,  st and i n t he door !  

I NT.  BAY DI LI GENT 

The Mar i nes,  i n pr essur e sui t s,  l ock and l oad t hei r  
weapons.  

PALADI N ( O. S. )  
( over  i nt er com)  

As soon as you get  i n,  go st r ai ght  f or  
t he br i dge.  

( MORE)  

( CONTI NUED)  
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PALADI N ( cont ' d)  
We' ve got  t o get  cont r ol  of  t hat  shi p 
bef or e t hey scut t l e her !  Under st ood? 

SERGEANT 
( over  i nt er com)  

Yes,  s i r .  

I NT.  DI LI GENT -  BLAI R' S GUN 

A second Dr al t hi  makes i t s  at t ack r un,  cannons bl azi ng.  
Bl ai r  t r acks hi m and bl ast s hi m t o f r agment s.  

BLAI R 
Yes!  

EXT.  KI LRATHI  COMMUNI CATI ONS SHI P 

The Di l i gent  i s  al ongsi de,  i nchi ng c l oser  t o t he upper  
deck.  The Di l i gent ' s  docki ng umbi l i cal  ext ends. . .  

I NT.  BRI DGE -  DI LI GENT 

Pal adi n,  Ger al d and Dever aux wat ch t hr ough t he l ar ge 
wi ndows as Pal adi n maneuver s c l oser .  

DEVERAUX 
They can' t  use mi ssi l es,  now.  We' r e t oo 
c l ose.  

THROUGH WI NDOW – 

A Dr al t hi  f i ght er  appear s,  headi ng st r ai ght  f or  t hem.  

GERALD 
He' s goi ng t o r am us!  

I NT.  DRALTHI  COCKPI T 

The Ki l r at hi ,  i n an opaque space hel met ,  st r eaks i n,  t he 
i mage of  t he Di l i gent  r ef l ect ed on hi s f ace pl at e.  

I NT.  COCKPI T – MANI AC 

Mani ac depr esses t he j oyst i ck.  

MANI AC 
( over  r adi o)  

Heads up,  asshol e!  

I NT.  DRALTHI  COCKPI T 

The Ki l r at hi  t ur ns hi s head t o see Mani ac ' s Rapi er ,  
bear i ng down on hi m.  
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EXT.  NEAR KI LRATHI  COMCON SHI P 

Mani ac ' s Rapi er  col l i des wi t h t he Dr al t hi  cockpi t ,  
SHEERI NG I T OFF NEATLY.  The Dr al t hi  spi ns wi l dl y out  of  
cont r ol  and cr ashes i nt o t he Communi cat i ons shi p!  

I NT.  COCKPI T – MANI AC 

Mani ac ' s damaged Rapi er  shakes,  r at t l e and r ol l s .  

MANI AC 
That ' s  f or  you,  Rosi e.  

EXT.  KI LRATHI  COMCON SHI P 

The Di l i gent ' s  umbi l i cal  l at ches ont o t he Ki l r at hi  shi p,  
near  t he gapi ng hol e l ef t  by t he Dr al t hi .  

I NT.  CORRI DOR -  KI LRATHI  SHI P 

A sect i on of  wal l  gl ows whi t e hot ,  expl odi ng i nwar ds'  
Reveal i ng t he Di l i gent ' s  ai r l ock - -  whi ch depr essur i zes 
and opens.  Spacesui t ed Conf ed Mar i nes come t owar ds us i n a 
sur r eal  zer o- g gr ace,  and l eadi ng t he char ge. . .  Dever aux!  

I NT.  DI LI GENT -  BLAI R' S GUN 

Over  t he i nt er com we can hear  t he r adi o chat t er  of  t he 
bat t l e.  Bl ai r  k i sses hi s Pi l gr i m cr oss,  pl aci ng i t  on,  t he 
out s i de of  hi s sui t .  He at t aches hi s hel met  and gr abs a 
weapon. . .  

I NT.  CORRI DOR -  KI LRATHI  SHI P 

Bl ai r  comes t hr ough t he hol e.  Readyi ng hi s gun,  he eases 
out  i nt o t he cor r i dor . . .  

To be met  by a Ki l r at hi !  But  he i s  al r eady dead,  caught  
wi t hout  a spacesui t  when t hi s sect i on of  t he hul l  was 
br eached by t he spi r al i ng Dr al t hi  - -  he f l oat s gr uesomel y 
i n t he ai r l ess cor r i dor .  Rel i eved,  Bl ai r  l ower s hi s weapon 
and st ar t s f ol l owi ng t he sounds of  bat t l e. . .  

The i nsi de of  t he Ki l r at hi  shi p i s  al i en - -  shar p angl es 
and exposed t ubes gi ve i t  al most  a pr edat or y f eel  - -  l i ke 
t he l ai r  of  some j ungl e ani mal .  He comes t o an ai r l ock.  
Hi t t i ng t he pr essur e pl at e he st eps i nsi de. . .  

THROUGH AI RLOCK - -  

. . .  i nt o t he gr een f og- l i ke at mospher e t hat  t he Ki l r at hi  
br eat he.  Maki ng i t  di f f i cul t  t o see at  al l  - -  and maki ng 
t he al i en ar chi t ect ur e seem even mor e cr eepy.  BLAI R 
swi t ches hi s sui t  t o t her mal  i magi ng.  
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The same as hi s nor mal  v i ew spect r um - -  except  t hat  any 
“ hot ”  obj ect s ar e enhanced.  Bl ai r  makes hi s way up t he 
cor r i dor  he comes acr oss s i gns of  t he bat t l e - -  l aser  
bl ast s on t he wal l s ,  cor pses - -  bot h Ki l r at hi  and Human.  
The f eel i ng of  deat h i n t he ai r  i s  st ar t i ng t o become 
spooky. . .  

BLAI R 
( t o Mer l i n)  

Gi ve me a j oyst i ck any day. . .  

MERLI N 
( voi ce onl y)  

I  t hi nk t he br i dge i s up ahead.  But  I ' m 
al so get t i ng st r ong el ect r oni c 
emi ssi ons t o t he r i ght . . .  

Up ahead we can see a FI RE FI GHT - -  Dever aux and t he 
mar i nes ar e engaged i n a heat ed exchange wi t h Ki l r at hi  
war r i or s i n bat t l e ar mor  - -  def endi ng a hat ch way.  The 
l aser  bol t s and expl osi ons ar e exagger at ed by Bl ai r ' s  
t her mal  i mager . . .  

One of  t he mar i nes t akes a di r ect  hi t . . .  Dever aux pul l s  
hi m out  of  t he l i ne of  f i r e. . .  Bl ai r  wei ghs hi s opt i ons,  
t hen. . .  

. . . ducks down t he s i de cor r i dor !  

I NT.  BRI DGE -  DI LI GENT 

PALADI N 
( over  i nt er com)  

Bl ai r !  Bl ai r ? Answer  your  st at i on. . .  

But  t her e i s  no answer .  Ger al d t ur ns t o Pal adi n.  

GERALD 
You shoul d have never  br ought  t hat  hal f -  
br eed on t hi s mi ssi on.  Hi s or der s wer e 
t o st ay on t hi s shi p.  St ay her e.  

Ger al d l ocks hi s hel met  i n posi t i on,  cocks hi s gun and 
heads f or  t he ai r l ock.  Pal adi n l ooks wor r i ed.  

I NT.  BRI DGE -  KI LRATHI  SHI P 

I nsi de a KI LRATHI  OFFI CER pr owl s ner vousl y,  wat chi ng a 
bank of  moni t or s whi ch show t he bat t l e r agi ng i n t he 
shi p' s cor r i dor s.  He keys a code i nt o t he mai n consol e and 
gl ances at  t he bi g,  RED PLUNGER LI KE DEVI CE set  i n t he 
cent er  of  t he consol e.  
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I NT.  UNFAMI LI AR CORRI DOR -  KI LRATHI  SHI P 

Bl ai r  moves caut i ousl y. . .  

A l aser  bl ast  expl odes j ust  above hi s head!  I nst i nct i vel y 
he f i r es back,  k i l l i ng one of  t he KI LRATHI  WARRI ORS 
wai t i ng i n ambush.  He ai ms at  t he second. . .  

CLI CK!  Bl ai r ' s  weapon j ams!  

The SECOND WARRI OR,  sensi ng t he hel pl essness of  hi s 
v i ct i m,  advances t o enj oy hi s k i l l . . .  

Bl ai r  desper at el y t r i es t o un- j am hi s weapon - -  t o no 
avai l .  He l ooks up t o see. . .  

The seven f oot  t al l  War r i or ,  hi s al i en f ace seemi ng t o 
smi l e t hr ough hi s hel met ,  br i ngi ng t he but t  of  hi s weapon 
down. . .  

St r uck,  Bl ai r  dr ops hi s weapon and f al l s  backwar ds. . .  

The Ki l r at hi  r ai ses hi s gl oved paw - -  f our  r azor  l i ke 
t al ons ext end f r om hi s bat t l e sui t . . .  

But  t he bl ow never  comes. . .  The War r i or  st agger s back - -  a 
l ar ge gash can be seen acr oss t he f r ont  of  hi s sui t . . .  

And st i ck i ng out  of  t he War r i or ' s  st omach i s BLAI R' S 

PI LGRI M CROSS!  

The War r i or  f al l s  t o t he f l oor ,  dead.  

Bl ai r  pi cks up hi s gun.  Ej ect i ng t he power  c l i p,  he s l ams 
anot her  one i n and cocks t he gun.  We can hear  t he sound of  
t he bl ast er  char gi ng.  

He l ooks down at  hi s cr oss,  al most  st oppi ng t o r et r i eve 
i t .  BUT HE DECI DES NOT TO.  Bl ai r  heads out . . .  

I NT.  BRI DGE -  KI LRATHI  SHI P 

The Ki l r at hi  Of f i cer  hear s t he door  oper at e,  and t ur ns t o 
see. . .  

KI LRATHI  OFFI CERS POV -  I NFRARED BAND 

A f i gur e i n a spacesui t  i s  c l ear l y v i s i bl e,  but . . .  i s  i t  
Ki l r at hi ,  or  Conf ed? Suddenl y,  t he f i gur e r ai ses a 
bl ast er . . .  

The Ki l r at hi ' s  v i s i on i s  dest r oyed by a br i l l i ant  f l ash 
of  heat  and l i ght .  
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st agger s back,  hi s huge paw r eachi ng f or  t he l ar ge 

pl unger - l i ke but t on.  He f eel s f or  i t ,  al most  r eaches 

i t . . . .  

Anot her  bl ast  r i ps apar t  hi s chest ,  l eavi ng a gapi ng hol e 
i n hi s or nament al  ar mor .  

WI DER - -  

Bl ai r  wat ches t he bei ng di e.  The deat h t hr oes cease.  BLAI R 
st ar t s t o l ook ar ound. . .  

I NT.  UNFAMI LI AR CORRI DOR -  KI LRATHI  SHI P 

Ger al d comes acr oss t he t wo dead Ki l r at hi s. . .   and hur r i es 
on.  

I NT.  BRI DGE -  KI LRATHI  SHI P 

The f og l i ke at mospher e i s  pr event i ng Bl ai r  f r om seei ng 
f ur t her  t han a f ew f eet  i n- f r ont  of  hi s f ace.  

He comes t o a s i de door .  He pr esses a pr essur e pl at e and 
t he door  s l i des open. . .  

I NT.  COMMUNI CATI ONS ROOM -  KI LRATHI  SHI P 

An open CONFED COMMUNI CATI ONS DRONE si t s i n t he cent er  of  
t he r oom!  

By i t  ar e sever al  message chi ps.  Bl ai r  exami nes a JURY-  
RI GGED BOX.  Cent er  pi ece of  t hi s adhoc comput er  i s  t he 
DECODI NG CHI P t hat  we saw bei ng t aken f r om t he Pegasus!  

BLAI R 
( t o hi msel f )  

Sons of  Bi t ches!  No wonder  t hey knew 
our  ever y move. . .  

MERLI N 
( voi ce onl y)  

I  hat e t o be t he one t o br eak t hi s,  but  
t her e ar e ext r a message f r agment s i n 
Ki l r at hi  on t hose chi ps - -  encr ypt ed 
wi t h an execut i ve l evel  code.  The Ti ger  
Cl aw' s.  

BLAI R 
( r eal i z i ng)  

Shi t !  

Bl ai r  gat her s up t he message and decodi ng chi ps and st eps 
out  of  t he r oom. . .  



90.  

I NT.  BRI DGE -  DI LI GENT 

Pal adi n hear s a FAMI LI AR LOW FREQUENCY THROB - -  st ar t l ed 
he l eans c l oser  t o exami ne some of  hi s i nst r ument s.  

I NT.  BRI DGE -  KI LRATHI  SHI P 

Bl ai r  comes t hr ough t he door . . .  

GERALD ( O. S. )  
Found somet hi ng? 

Bl ai r  t r i es t o hi de t he chi ps. . .  

GERALD 
Don' t  bot her ,  Mi st er  Bl ai r .  

Ger al d has hi s gun l evel ed at  Bl ai r .  

GERALD 
Goddamn,  how I ' d l i ke t o f eed you t o 
one of  t hose Ki l r at hi  out  t her e.  

The sounds of  a f i r e- f i ght  v i br at e t hr ough t he bul khead,  
MOVI NG CLOSER by t he moment .  

BLAI R 
Sounds l i ke you' l l  get  your  chance.  I ' m 
sur e t hey owe you a f ew f avor s.  

He opens hi s pal m,  showi ng Ger al d one of  t he Conf ed 
message chi ps.  

Ger al d cr osses t he deck i n sever al  l ong del i ber at e 
st r i des.  

GERALD 
Mr .  Bl ai r . . .  

He smashes Bl ai r  acr oss t he s i de of  t he head wi t h hi s gun,  
sendi ng hi m and hi s weapon spr awl i ng on t he deck.  

GERALD 
I  bel i eve you j ust  cal l ed me t r ai t or .  

The sound of  t he BULKHEAD DOOR OPENI NG can be hear d.  

GERALD 
Whi ch i s  what  I ' d do i f  I  wer e i n your  
posi t i on,  you f i l t hy Pi l gr i m.  

Ger al d dr ags Bl ai r  t o hi s f eet . . .  

But  a LASER BLAST SEPARATES THEM!  

( CONTI NUED)  
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Bl ai r  huddl es behi nd a consol e.  He can make out  t he 
s i l houet t es of  sever al  KI LRATHI  WARRI ORS near  t he door .  
And bet ween hi m and t hem,  hi s gun.  

GERALD ( O. S. )  
( shout i ng)  

I ' m on t o you,  Bl ai r . . .  You' ve sol d out  
t he human r ace.  You can pr ot est  your  
i nnocence i n hel l .  

Ger al d i s  t aki ng cover  behi nd anot her  consol e,  r et ur ni ng 
t he Ki l r at hi  f i r e.  

BLAI R 
Those chi ps have encoded Ki l r at hi  
messages on t hem - -  seal ed wi t h t he 
Ti ger  Cl aw execut i ve code.  Who el se has 
t hat  access but  you,  Ger al d? My mot her  
may be a Pi l gr i m but  I  know whi ch s i de 
I ' m on.  

The t wo Ki l r at hi ' s  make a move f or  t he cent er  consol e. . .  
and THE RED PLUNGER.  Ger al d dr ops one. . .  

Bl ai r  s l i des acr oss t he f l oor  t owar ds hi s gun. . .  

Ger al d i s  t or n bet ween t wo t ar get s. . .  Bl ai r  or  t he 
Ki l r at hi . . .  

The Ki l r at hi  i s  al most  at  t he pl unger . . .  

Ger al d r eal i zes t he danger ,  but  hi s i ndeci s i on has cost  
hi m. . .  

When Bl ai r  pul l s  t he t r i gger  on hi s weapon.  The Ki l r at hi ' s  
sui t  expl odes f r om t he back and he dr ops j ust  shor t  of  t he 
pl unger . . .  

Then bul khead door  opens agai n. . .  

DEVERAUX 
You al l  r i ght  i n her e? 

I t ' s  Dever aux and t he mar i nes.  

Ger al d j ust  l ower s hi s weapon,  l ooki ng at  Bl ai r .  For  t he 
f i r s t  t i me we can see a spar k of  r espect  bet ween t he t wo.  

DEVERAUX 
( t o mar i ne Ser geant )  

Get  t o t he engi ne r oom and secur e as 
many f uel  cel l s  as you can f i nd.  

SERGEANT 
Yes,  Ma' m.  

A gr oup of  t he mar i nes head out .  Then over  t he r adi o. . .  

( CONTI NUED)  
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PALADI N ( O. S. )  
( ur gent )  

Ther e' s a ULF si gnal  br oadcast i ng f r om 
t he Ti ger  Cl aw.  The Ki l r at hi  wi l l  be 
abl e t o get  a f i x  on her  i f  we don' t  do 
somet hi ng.  

GERALD 
Onl y one ot her  of f i cer  knows t he 
execut i ve code. . .  

I NT.  SANSKY' S QUARTERS 

Pal adi n,  Ger al d,  Dever aux and Bl ai r  r ush i n,  weapons 
dr awn.  Sansky i s  pr opped up i n hi s bed,  I n hi s hand he 
hol ds SOMETHI NG.  

GERALD 
You bet r ayed us. . .  and me.  Why? 

SANSKY 
( weakl y)  

I  t r i ed t o keep t hi s shi p out  of  har ms 
way. . .  But . . .  

Sansky smi l es i r oni cal l y  and c l asps hi s hands t oget her  i n 
t he SI MPLE GESTURE t hat  we saw t he Tr ai t or  make at  t he 
begi nni ng of  t he movi e.  

SANSKY 
For gi ve t hose t hat  t r espass agai nst  
us. . .  

But  he doesn' t  f i ni sh t he sent ence,  hi s hands f al l  
l i f el essl y t o hi s s i de,  l et t i ng t he i t em he was hol di ng 
t oppl e on t he f l oor .  Bl ai r  s t oops over  t o pi ck i t  up. . .  

CLOSE ON HOLO- PI C - -  

I t ' s  t he same gr aduat i on scene t hat  we saw on Ger al d' s 
desk.  But  t hi s t i me we not i ce who t he of f i cer  i s  pr esi di ng 
over  t he c l ass. . .  SANSKY.  

I NT.  COMPUTER BAY.  

Ger al d l eads Dever aux and Pal adi n i nt o t he di ml y l i t  r oom,  
kept  i cy col d,  mi st  f l oat i ng ar ound a ser i es of  l ar ge 
bl ack spher es,  t he hear t  and soul  of  Concer n.  Sever al  
of f i cer s and cr ew man t he cont r ol  panel s,  but  t hey ar e 
st unned when Ger al d char ges over  t o t he panel  and begi ns 
t hr owi ng swi t ches.  

GERALD 
The bast ar d used hi s over - r i de codes t o 
l ock us out  of  CONCOM.  

( MORE)  

( CONTI NUED)  
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GERALD ( cont ' d)  
I f  we don' t  shut  down t he whol e syst em 
we' l l  be t he l ar gest  homi ng beacon t hi s 
s i de of  Pol ar i s Roads. . .  

Ger al d f i ni shes t he sequence t hat  shut s t he down t he 

Comcon comput er .  

DEVERAUX 
I  don' t  get  i t .  You coul dn' t  have asked 
f or  a bet t er  commander .  

PALADI N 
I t  never  makes sense,  but  I ' ve seen 
t hi s bef or e.  Pi l gr i m mol es - -  seemi ngl y 
upst andi ng of f i cer s - -  under mi ni ng t he 
war  ef f or t  because of  some mi spl aced 
f ai t h i n a f anat i cal  r el i gi on.  

Bl ai r  ent er s,  out  of  br eat h.  

BLAI R 
Si r !  We anal yzed t he heat  s i gnat ur e of  
t he dr one t he Ki l r at hi  shi p l aunched 
bef or e we at t acked.  I t  wasn' t  one of  

t hei r s. . .  

I NT.  DEEP SPACE -  CHARBYDI S SECTOR -  CONCORDI A 

The Conf ed f l agshi p i s  sur r ounded by t he car r i er  gr oup.  
The massi ve Char bydi s.  quasar  i s  dead ahead of  t he f l eet ,  
i n t he di st ance.  A SMALL CONFED DRONE i s t r act or - beamed 
aboar d.  

I NT.  BRI DGE -  CONCORDI A 

Tol wyn i s i n hi s chai r  when Commodor e Bel l egar de 
appr oaches.  

BELLEGARDE 
The dr one was f r om t he Ti ger  Cl aw,  
Admi r al .  Capt ai n Sansky r epor t s t hat  
t hey' r e engaged i n a r unni ng bat t l e 
wi t h a Ki l r at hi  bat t l e gr oup i n t he 
Ul ysses Cor r i dor ,  and r equest s ur gent  
assi st ance.  

Tol wyn di gest s t hi s.  

TOLWYN 
Ver y good.  Message t o al l  shi ps.  Ful l  
speed f or  t he Char bydi s j ump poi nt .  
Send t hem t he coor di nat es.  

BELLEGARDE 
Aye,  aye,  s i r .  

( CONTI NUED)  
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TOLWYN 
Was t her e anyt hi ng i n my pr i vat e code? 
Anyt hi ng f r om Pal adi n? 

BELLEGARDE 
Pal adi n? Not hi ng,  s i r .  

Then Bel l egar de moves t o t he X. O.  and speaks MOS,  whi l e 
Tol wyn ponder s.  

I NT.  BRI DGE -  TI GER CLAW 

Ger al d has t he br i dge.  Obut u wal ks up.  

OBUTU 
Chi ef  engi neer  r epor t s t he Ki l r at hi  
f uel  cel l s  have been adapt ed.  St ar boar d 
i on engi ne i s  oper at i onal ,  agai n.  And 
Henr i ckson i s havi ng some success r e-  
wi r i ng t he ComCon ci r cui t r y.  

GERALD 
Then we' r e r eady t o make a go of  i t .  
Hel msman,  l i f t  us out  of  her e.  

HELMSMAN 
Aye,  aye,  s i r .  

EXT.  TI GER CLAW NEAR MOON 

The Ti ger  Cl aw,  f i r i ng on one i on engi ne moves away f r om 
t he moon cr at er .  

I NT.  FLI GHT DECK -  TI GER CLAW 

Dever aux i s  s i t t i ng i n her  cockpi t ,  l ooki ng down at  
Pal adi n on t he deck.  Bl ai r ' s  Rapi er  i s  s i t t i ng next  t o 
her s.  Bot h f i ght er s ar e f i r i ng t hei r  engi nes up. . .  

PALADI N 
( shout i ng)  

Bot h of  your  Rapi er s have been equi pped 
wi t h j ump dr i ves.  You must  get  past  t he 
Ki l r at hi  and war n t he f l eet .  I f  our  
shi ps come t hr ough t hat  j ump poi nt ,  
t hey' l l  be anni hi l at ed bef or e t hey can 
r egr oup.  

The engi nes r ev up t o a DEAFENI NGLY LOUD WHI NE.  DEVERAUX 
gi ves Pal adi n t he t humbs up as her  cockpi t  c l oses. . .  
EXT.  TI GER CLAW  .  

Bl ai r  and Dever aux' s f i ght er s l aunch i nt o t he voi d. . .  
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FURTHER OUT - -  

Empt y space. . .  Then a l ong,  l ar ge mi ssi l e wi t h a war head 
mat er i al i zes as i f  f r om nowher e.  I t  adj ust s cour se,  ai ms 
at  a di st ant  poi nt  of  l i ght  i n t he di st ance - -  t he Ti ger  
Cl aw - -  t hen vani shes.  

I NT.  BRI DGE -  TI GER CLAW 

A l oud k l axon goes of f .  

GERALD 
Repor t !  

RADAR MAN 
I  don' t  know,  s i r .  I  had somet hi ng,  
t wi ce,  but  i t ' s  di sappear ed.  

OBUTU 
I t  coul d be an i ncomi ng Ski pper  
mi ssi l e.  We onl y see i t  when i t  de-  
c l oaks t o t ake a r adar  f i x .  

Pal adi n ar r i ves on t he br i dge.  

RADAR MAN 
Ther e i t  i s  agai n,  s i r . . . .  ext r eme l ong 
r ange on our  scanner s.  She' s got  t he 
s i gnat ur e of  a Ski pper ,  al l  r i ght .  
Damn.  She' s vani shed agai n.  

PALADI N 
Est i mat ed t i me t i l l  i mpact ? 

RADAR MAN 
Ni ne mi nut es,  s i r .  

I NT.  COCKPI TS -  BLAI R & DEVERAUX 

The t wo pi l ot s st r eak i nt o t he bl ackness of  space.  

BLAI R 
I ' ve got  a st r ong s i gnal ,  at  t en 
o' c l ock.  Now i t ' s  vani shed.  

DEVERAUX 
I t ' s  a Ski pper  mi ssi l e.  Dead on cour se 
f or  t he shi p.  

BLAI R 
Can t he Ti ger  Cl aw shoot  i t  down? 

DEVERAUX 
The onl y t hi ng t hat  can k i l l  a Ski pper  
i s  a st ar  f i ght er  i n v i sual  cont act .  

( CONTI NUED)  



96.  
CONTI NUED:  

And wi t h t hat  Dever aux banks har d r i ght .  

BLAI R 
Hey,  what  ar e you doi ng? 

DEVERAUX 
St ay on cour se,  Bl ai r .  Get  t hr ough t hat  
j ump poi nt !  

BLAI R 
What  about  our  or der s? Angel ? Angel ? 

I NT.  BRI DGE -  TI GER CLAW 

RADAR MAN 
Si x mi nut es. . .  

OBUTU 
Our  shi el ds ar e t oo weak t o t ake a 
di r ect  hi t .  

PALADI N 
I t ' s  i n Bl ai r  and Dever aux' s hands now.  

EXT.  SPACE -  SKI PPER MI SSI LE 

The Ski pper  mi ssi l e “ c l oaks”  i n,  r e- adj ust s i t ' s  cour se 
one mor e t i me and t hen di sappear s. . .  

A moment  l at er ,  Dever aux' s Rapi er  appear s,  not  f ar  behi nd 
i t .  Dever aux k i cks i n her  af t er bur ner s and st r eaks af t er  
t he now i nvi s i bl e mi ssi l e.  

I NT.  COCKPI T – DEVERAUX 

Her  heads up di spl ay shows not hi ng.  

DEVERAUX 
( mut t er s)  

Come on. . .  

THROUGH COCKPI T PLEXI GLASS - -  

The Ski pper  mi ssi l e de- c l oaks and r eappear s,  s l i ght l y  of f  
t o her  r i ght .  She veer s,  and begi ns f i r i ng her  l aser  
cannons .  The Ski pper  once agai n “ c l oaks”  and vani shes,  
but  Dever aux cont i nues t o l ead i t ,  f i r i ng al ong i t s  
t r aj ect or y.  

BLAI R ( O. S. )  
Angel !  You' r e t oo c l ose!  Back of f !  

Suddenl y,  t her e i s  a FLASH OF FI RE,  and t he Ski pper  de-  
c l oaks and r eappear s,  SPI NNI NG LI KE A CORKSCREW,  BREAKI NG 
UP.  Dever aux banks har d and veer s away.  
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Moment s l at er ,  t he Ski pper  mi ssi l e EXPLODES,  t hr owi ng an 

eer i e,  v i s i bl e shock wave. . .  

The shock wave CATCHES DEVERAUX' S RAPI ER.  

I NT.  COCKPI T – DEVERAUX 

Dever aux i s  shaken l i ke a j ackhammer .  The Rapi er  begi ns 

comi ng apar t .  She EJECTS!  

EXT.  SPACE -  BLAI R' S RAPI ER 

sl owl y appr oaches t he debr i s of  t he dest r oyed Rapi er . . .  

. . . and f i r es r et r o j et s as i t  pul l s  up al ongsi de t he 
t umbl i ng ej ect i on pod.  Ret r os f i r e on t he pod,  st abi l i z i ng 
i t .  

Bl ai r ' s  cockpi t  i s  onl y yar ds f r om Dever aux i n t he pod.  
They l ook at  each ot her  acr oss t he voi d.  

BLAI R 
You okay? 

DEVERAUX 
Not hi ng br oken.  

I NT.  COCKPI T -  BLAI R 

He l ooks out  over  t he empt y space bet ween t hem and t he 
t i ny poi nt  of  l i ght  t hat  i s  t he Ti ger  Cl aw.  

BLAI R 
You got  i t .  

I NTERCUT WI TH:  

I NT.  POD -  DEVERAUX 
She shakes her  head.  

DEVERAUX 
I t  got  me.  

BLAI R 
Hang on.  I ' m goi ng t o t r act or  you back 
t o t he shi p.  

DEVERAUX 
No!  Go on.  We can' t  bot h di sobey 
or der s.  

( CONTI NUED)  



98.  
CONTI NUED:  

BLAI R 
You' l l  be out  of  ai r  i n an hour .  You' r e 
goi ng back t o t he shi p.  

DEVERAUX 
You di sobey my di r ect  or der  and I ' l l  
have you cour t - mar t i al ed,  Bl ai r .  

BLAI R 
I  don' t  car e.  

DEVERAUX 
Then car e about  t he t housands of  men 
and women who ar e goi ng t o di e when 
t hey come t hr ough t hat  j ump poi nt !  

Bl ai r  f al l s  s i l ent .  She knows she' s won.  

BLAI R 
Thi s sucks.  

Thei r  f aces ar e onl y f eet  apar t ,  separ at ed by t he 

cockpi t s.  

DEVERAUX 
You' ve got t a go.  You know t hat .  Ther e' s 
not hi ng el se you can do.  

BLAI R 
( choki ng wi t h emot i on)  

You' r e al l  r i ght .  Angel .  I  guess you 
know t hat . . .  

She smi l es r uef ul l y ,  t hen pul l s  her  gl ove of f  and put s a 
hand up on t he pl exi gl ass.  

DEVERAUX 
You,  t oo.  Pi l gr i m.  

I nst ead of  f i ni shi ng her  t hought ,  she shr ugs and smi l es 
f or  hi m.  

DEVERAUX 
Now go.  Get  out  of  her e.  St eer  c l ear  of  
any Ki l r at hi .  

Ther e i s  a l ast  moment . . .  t hen Bl ai r  f i r es hi s r et r os and 
eases s l owl y away f r om her  as she wat ches.  A l ast  l ook,  
and Bl ai r  i gni t es hi s engi nes.  The Rapi er  st r eaks away.  
The back wash r ocks Dever aux' s pod.  She' s al r eady col d,  
and begi ns t o shi ver .  

I NT.  BRI DGE -  TI GER CLAW 

The Radar  Man l ooks up f r om hi s scope.  

( CONTI NUED)  
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RADAR MAN 
No si gn of  t he Ski pper  mi ssi l e.  One of  
t he Rapi er s must  have shot  i t  down.  

PALADI N 
Wher e ar e t hey now? 

RADAR MAN 
One cont i nui ng on cour se. . .  and one 
beacon s i gnal  f r om an ej ect i on pod. . .  

( sees somet hi ng)  
And s i r .  I ' m pi cki ng up t wo l ar ge shi ps 
at  ext r eme r ange.  

PALADI N 
Yes. . .  t hey woul d onl y send t wo.  
Keepi ng t he r est  f or  t he ambush at  t he 
j ump poi nt .  

GERALD 
We' ve onl y got  a hal f  dozen oper at i onal  
f i ght er s l ef t .  

PALADI N 
They won' t  bot her  t o send a car r i er .  
They know how badl y t he Ti ger  Cl aw i s 
hur t .  

GERALD 
What  now? We can bar el y maneuver  t he 
shi p.  

PALADI N 
What  now.  Mi st er  Ger al d? Now we make 
t he Ki l r at hi  on t hose shi ps sor r y t hey 
wer e ever  bor n!  

( r oar s)  
Bat t l e st at i ons!  

The k l axons sound,  and peopl e j ump t o t hei r  st at i ons on 
t he br i dge.  

I NT.  COCKPI T BLAI R 

Bl ai r  eases ar ound a l ar ge ast er oi d.  

THROUGH PLEXI GLASS - -  

He can j ust  see a Ki l r at hi  cr ui ser  and a dest r oyer  movi ng 
s l owl y t hr ough t he ast er oi d f i el d.  When t hey pass,  he 
i gni t es hi s engi nes,  and bl ast s away,  weavi ng ar ound 
ast er oi ds as he goes.  

I NT.  FLI GHT DECK -  TI GER CLAW 

Mani ac s i t s  i n hi s Rapi er ,  sal ut es t he deck cont r ol  
of f i cer ,  and bl ast s i nt o space.  
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I NT.  BRI DGE -  TI GER CLAW 

Ger al d r epor t s t o Pal adi n.  

GERALD 
Al l  pl anes sway.  

RADAR MAN 
Ki l r at hi  cr ui ser  and dest r oyer  ar e i n 
mi ssi l e r ange.  They' r e l aunchi ng.  

PALADI N 
Open f i r e,  Mi st er  Ger al d.  

GERALD 
Aye,  aye,  s i r .  

( i nt o i nt er com)  
Al l  bat t er i es,  f i r e as she bear s!  

PALADI N 
( gr i m smi l e)  

Let ' s  hope t hey don' t  have any mor e 
ski pper  mi ssi l es.  

They wat ch as mi ssi l es f l ai r  out  i nt o space.  

I NT.  EJECTI ON POD – DEVERAUX 

The r ef l ect i on of  t he gr eat  bat t l e f l ashes on t he 
pl exi gl ass as Dever aux wat ches.  

REVERSE ANGLE - -  

The gr eat  shi ps ar e l i ke t i ny t oys,  t he f i ght er s specks of  
l i ght  as t hey cor kscr ew and pl unge.  The bl ackness i s  
i l l umi nat ed wi t h l aser s and t or pedoes expl odi ng agai nst  
t he shi el ds.  The Ki l r at hi  dest r oyer  TAKES A TORPEDO I N I TS 
STERN,  cat ches f i r e,  and begi ns t o dr i f t .  

DEVERAUX - -  

shi ver s i n t he col d,  her  br eat h condensi ng on t he 
pl exi gl ass.  She wi pes t he mi st  away,  br eat hi ng wi t h 
di f f i cul t y,  and cont i nues t o wat ch.  

I NT.  COCKPI T – BLAI R 

Bl ai r  i s  wat chi ng hi s heads up di spl ay i nt ent l y .  

BLAI R 
Mer l i n,  check my coor di nat es.  

MERLI N 
( voi ce onl y)  

Coor di nat es A- okay,  boss.  Thr ee mi nut es 
t o j ump.  

( CONTI NUED)  
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BLAI R 
Fi r i ng j ump dr i ve.  

He f l i cks a swi t ch.  Ther e i s  an enor mous s i x g j ol t .  

EXT.  BLAI R' S RAPI ER 

The f i ght er  t r ansf or ms i nt o a st r eak of  l i ght .  

EXT.  TI GER CLAW & KI LRATHI  CRUI SER 

The t wo shi ps ar e i n c l ose pr oxi mi t y,  now,  f i r i ng weapons,  
t r y i ng t o bat t er  down each ot her s shi el ds.  

I NT.  BRI DGE TI GER CLAW 

The Ki l r at hi  cr ui ser  i s  c l ear l y v i s i bl e comi ng head on.  

GERALD 
What  t ac,  s i r ? 

PALADI N 
St eady on.  Mi st er  Ger al d.  Make t hem be 
t he f i r s t  t o f l i nch.  

THROUGH BRI DGE WI NDOWS - -  

The Ki l r at hi  cr ui ser  appear s l ar ger  and l ar ger .  

I NT.  COCKPI T -  BLAI R 

The Rapi er  begi ns t o shi mmy and shake.  

MERLI N 
( voi ce onl y)  

Ni net y seconds t o Jump poi nt .  But  
you' r e dr i f t i ng of f  cour se.  

BLAI R 
The quasar ' s gr avi t y i s  af f ect i ng you.  
Shut  up,  or  I ' l l  shut  you of f .  

The Rapi er  begi ns t o shake l i ke i t ' s  goi ng t o come apar t .  

EXT.  BEHI ND JOVI AN PLANET MOON 

The Ki l r at hi  admi r al ' s  f l agshi p,  an enor mous Snakei r  
bat t l eshi p,  f i r es i t s  massi ve i on engi nes and dr i f t s  f r om 
behi nd t he shadow of  t he moon.  

I NT.  BRI DGE -  SNAKEI R 

The mur ky gr een at mospher e al l ows onl y s i l houet t es as 
Ki l r at hi  move about .  The Ki l r at hi  Capt ai n appr oaches t he 
Admi r al ' s  chai r .  The Tr ai t or  st ands besi de t he Admi r al .  
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HI S POV -  I NFRARED SPECTRUM 

The Admi r al  has hi s back t o t he Capt ai n.  

KI LRATHI  CAPTAI N 
( subt i t l ed)  

A manned Conf eder at i on f i ght er  i s  
appr oachi ng t he quasar  j ump poi nt ,  
Admi r al .  We' r e not  i n posi t i on t o 
i nt er cept .  

KI LRATHI  ADMI RAL 
( t r ansl at ed:  t o t r ai t or )  

He' s goi ng t o war n t he Conf ed f l eet .  
The ambush i s r ui ned.  

TRAI TOR 
Fol l ow hi m.  He' l l  l ead us t hr ough t he 
j ump poi nt .  

The Ki l r at hi  admi r al  ponder s.  Then. . .  

KI LRATHI  ADMI RAL 
( subt i t l ed)  

Tel l  al l  ot her  shi ps t o mar k our  cour se 
and awai t  my command.  

EXT.  SNAKEI R 

The gi ant  shi p t ur ns,  and accel er at es,  f ol l owi ng a di st ant  
speck of  l i ght . . .  Bl ai r ' s  Rapi er .  

I NT.  BRI DGE -  TI GER CLAW 

To t he r el i ef  of  ever yone on t he br i dge,  t he Ki l r at hi  
cr ui ser  veer s r i ght .  

RADAR MAN 
She' s changi ng cour se!  

PALADI N 
( r oar i ng)  

Mi st er  Ger al d,  pr epar e t o l ower  our  
shi el d.  St ar boar d mi ssi l e bat t er y,  
pr epar e t o f i r e!  

GERALD 
Si r ,  t he mi ssi l e gui dance syst ems won' t  
act i vat e at  t hi s r ange.  

PALADI N 
They won' t  need t o.  Ar m war heads!  

I NT.  MI SSI LE ROOM -  TI GER CLAW 

Men and women l ock and l oad mi ssi l es,  pr epar i ng t o f i r e.  
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I NT.  FLI GHT DECK -  TI GER CLAW 

Pet er son and hi s cr ew br ace t hemsel ves,  gr i ml y wai t i ng out  

t he next  f ew seconds.  

I NT.  COCKPI T – BLAI R 

The shaki ng i s  i nf er nal .  

MERLI N 
( voi ce onl y)  

Li ght  speed mach poi nt  ei ght  t wo.  
Twent y seconds t o j ump.  

EXT.  TI GER CLAW & KI LRATHI  CRUI SER 

The Ki l r at hi  pour  cannon f i r e ont o t he Ti ger  Cl aw' s shi el d 
as t he t wo gr eat  shi ps come abr east  of  each ot her .  

I NT.  BRI DGE -  TI GER CLAW 

The shi p i s  r ocki ng wi t h shock waves.  

PALADI N 
Lower  shi el ds.  Gi ve ' em a br oadsi de,  
Mi st er  Ger al d!  

I NT.  MI SSI LE ROOM -  TI GER CLAW 

The mi ssi l e r oom cr ew,  f i r e t hei r  sal vo,  even as t hey ar e 
r ocked by expl osi ons f r om t he cannon f i r e.  

EXT.  MANI AC' S RAPI ER 

Mani ac bl ows a l ast  Kr ant  escor t  out  of  t he ai r  and t ur ns 
upsi de down t o avoi d t he f i r ebal l .  Then he st ar es at  t he 
s i ght  bel ow hi m.  

MANI AC 
And t hey say I ' m cr azy.  

HI S POV -  TI GER CLAW AND KI LRATHI  CRUI SER 

A DOZEN GUI DED MI SSI LES st r eak f r om t he Ti ger  Cl aw' s 
bat t er y as t hey bear  on t he cr ui ser ,  each st r i k i ng t he 
cr ui ser ,  pi er c i ng t he shi el d,  and EXPLODI NG AGAI NST THE 
HULL!  

A mi ssi l e f i nds t he Ki l r at hi  br i dge and dest r oys i t .  The 
cr ui ser  r ol l s  over  and “ capsi zes”  as i t s  st er n c l ear s t he 
devast at i ng f i el d of  f i r e. . .  

The Ti ger  Cl aw pul l s  c l ear  as t he Ki l r at hi  shi p i s  
SHATTERED BY A SERI ES OF EXPLOSI ONS,  f i nal l y  
di s i nt egr at i ng i n t he voi d.  
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I NT.  COCKPI T – BLAI R 

The v i br at i on i s  accompani ed by a st r ange noi se.  

MERLI N 
Fi ve seconds t o j ump.  Four ,  t hr ee,  
t wo. . . .  

Suddenl y,  t i me and mot i on st op.  Al l  i s  s i l ence.  

I NT.  TI GER CLAW -  BRI DGE & VARI OUS STATI ONS 

As one,  of f i cer s and cr ew of  t he Ti ger  Cl aw scr eam,  cheer ,  
hug one anot her .  

EXT.  CHARBYDI S SECTOR 

The gi ant  quasar  f i l l s  t he scr een wi t h i t s  whi r l i ng vor t ex 
And dyi ng suns.  Then,  f r om nowher e,  Bl ai r ' s  Rapi er  appear s 
And bl ast s past  us,  i t s  j ump dr i ve engi nes gl owi ng.  

I NT.  COCKPI T -  BLAI R 

Bl ai r  i s  ecst at i c .  

BLAI R 
We di d i t !  We di d i t !  I  l ove t hi s baby!  
She hel d t oget her .  

MERLI N 
( voi ce onl y)  

I ' m not  sur e I  di d.  

BLAI R 
Check your  f r equenci es f or  any s i gn of  
t he Conf ed f l eet .  

MERLI N 
Not hi ng.  Wai t  a mi nut e.  Check behi nd 
us.  

BLAI R 
Behi nd us? 

EXT.  CHARBYDI S SECTOR 

The gi gant i c Snakei r  appear s t hr ough t he war p i n t he t i me 
space cont i nuum.  

MERLI N ( O. S. )  
Ki l r at hi  capi t al  shi p. . .  Snakei r  c l ass.  
They came t hr ough t he j ump poi nt .  

I NT.  COCKPI T – BLAI R 

Bl ai r  pounds t he i nst r ument  panel  i n f r ust r at i on.  

( CONTI NUED)  
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BLAI R 
I  l ed t hem t hr ough i t !  I ' m such an 
i di ot .  

Bl ai r  f l i cks hi s r adi o swi t ch.  

BLAI R 
Li eut enant  Chr i st opher  Bl ai r  of  t he 
Ti ger  Cl aw cal l i ng any Conf ed Shi p.  A 
Ki l r at hi  bat t l eshi p has br eached t he 
Char bydi s j ump poi nt !  Do you r ead me? 
Mayday,  Mayday!  

EXT.  CONCORDI A -  BEHI ND RI NGED PLANET 

The gi ant  car r i er  gl eams i n t he dul l  r ef l ect i on f r om t he 
pl anet .  I n t he di st ance,  ot her  f l eet  shi ps hover  s i l ent l y .  

I NT.  BRI DGE – CONCORDI A 

Bel l egar de appr oaches Tol wyn.  

BELLEGARDE 
Com.  r oom r epor t s f ai nt  message i n 
c l ear  f r om a Li eut enant  Bl ai r .  He says 
t he j ump poi nt  has been br eached by t he 
Ki l r at hi .  

TOLWYN 
Bl ai r ? Li ke f at her ,  l i ke son.  

BELLEGARDE 
Shoul d we r espond,  s i r ? 

RADAR MAN 
( cal l i ng out )  

I dent i f y i ng Conf ed Rapi er ,  headi ng 
t owar d t he Scyl l a quadr ant  at  LSM poi nt  
ni ne.  He' s bei ng f ol l owed by somet hi ng 
massi ve,  admi r al .  Looks l i ke - a Snakei r .  

BELLEGARDE 
Per mi ssi on t o i nt er cept  i t .  Admi r al ? 

TOLWYN 
No.  We wai t .  

BELLEGARDE 
The Snakei r  wi l l  over t ake Bl ai r ' s  
f i ght er ,  s i r .  

TOLWYN 
( angr y)  

I ' m bl oody wel l  awar e of  t hat ,  Ri char d.  
Al l  shi ps ar e t o hol d t hei r  posi t i ons.  

( CONTI NUED)  
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CONCORDI A RADAR MAN 
Dr one l eavi ng t he Ki l r at hi  shi p,  ai r .  
I t ' s  headi ng back t owar d t he j ump 
poi nt .  

BELLEGARDE 
( get s i t )  

I f  we j ump hi m,  we' d be out  of  posi t i on 
when t he Ki l r at hi  f l eet  comes 
t hr ough. . . .  Br i l l i ant ,  s t r at agem,  s i r .  

TOLWYN 
I f  you must  admi r e someone,  admi r e t hat  
young l i eut enant  out  t her e.  I ' ve j ust  
sacr i f i ced hi m. . .  

( di sgust ed)  
So we can wi n t hi s bat t l e.  

EXT.  BLAI R' S RAPI ER 

The Rapi er  st r eaks past .  Wel l  behi nd i t ,  a l ar ge obj ect  i s  
f ol l owi ng,  t he Ki l r at hi  Snakei r .  

EXT.  SNAKEI R & DRONE 

Behi nd t he huge shi p,  t he Ki l r at hi  message dr one f i r es i t s  
af t er bur ner s And st r eaks away t owar d t he Char bydi s Quasar .  
Then i t  vani shes i nt o t he war p of  t he j ump poi nt .  

I NT.  COCKPI T – BLAI R 

Bl ai r  keeps t r y i ng t o r ai se someone on t he r adi o.  

BLAI R 
Bl ai r  t o Conf ed Fl eet .  Do you r ead me? 
Ki l r at hi  capi t al  shi p has penet r at ed 
t he quasar  j ump poi nt  and i s i n t he 
Char bydi s Sect or .  At t ent i on al l  Conf ed 
shi ps.  Ki l r at hi  f l eet  i s  pr epar i ng a 
sur pr i se at t ack at  t he Char bydi s j ump 
poi nt !  

Fi nal l y ,  he gi ves up.  

BLAI R 
They ar en' t  i n r adi o r ange.  They' l l  
never  see t he Ki l r at hi  comi ng.  

MERLI N 
( voi ce onl y)  

I  knew t hi s was al l  goi ng t o end 
hor r i bl y. . .  Di d I  ment i on we' l l  be i n 
r ange of  t he Snakei r  guns i n t en 
mi nut es.  

( CONTI NUED)  
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BLAI R 
At  l east  t hey can' t  l aunch t or pedoes at  
t hi s speed.  

Ther e i s  a LOUD RHYTHMI C BEEPI NG.  Bl ai r  s i t s  up,  scans hi s 

heads up di spl ay.  

BLAI R 
Ther e!  Dead ahead.  I t ' s  t he f l eet  
s i gnal i ng.  They' ve hear d us!  

( i nt o r adi o)  
Bl ai r  t o Conf ed f l eet .  Ki l r at hi  capi t al  
shi p on my cour se,  af t  of  my posi t i on!  
Conf ed f l eet ,  do you r ead me? 

But  t he beepi ng cont i nues,  l ouder .  Bl ai r  s t ar es at  t he 
scr een.  

BLAI R 
Onl y one shi p.  But  i t ' s  huge.  

MERLI N 
I t  i sn' t  a shi p.  Check your  scanner s.  

Bl ai r  t ur ns on hi s t el escopi c scanner .  A dar k,  spi nni ng 
r ock appear s on t hem.  

MERLI N 
Al l  we need - -  t he neut r on st ar ,  
Scyl l a.  “ Bai n t o sai l or s and monst er  of  
myt h. ”  

EXT.  TI GER CLAW -  HADES QUADRANT 

Ami dst  t he debr i s of  t he bat t l e,  t he Ti ger  Cl aw wi t h i t s  
meager  f i ght er  escor t  changes cour se.  

I NT.  BRI DGE -  TI GER CLAW 

Obut u r epor t s t o Pal adi n.  

OBUTU 
We' r e hove t o f or  r epai r  i nspect i on,  
s i r .  

PALADI N 
Ver y good.  Li eut enant .  

( t o Ger al d)  
Anyt hi ng el se on t he scanner s,  Mr .  
Ger al d? 

GERALD 
Negat i ve,  s i r .  

PALADI N 
What  about  t hat  l ocat or  beacon f r om t he 
Rapi er  pod? 

( CONTI NUED)  
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RADAR MAN 
Not hi ng s i r .  Lost  cont act  dur i ng t he 
bat t l e.  

PALADI N 
We' ve l ost  t oo many good pi l ot s t oday.  
Have t he Di l i gent  pr epar ed f or  l aunch.  
I ' m goi ng t o l ook f or  t hat  pod.  

OBUTU 
Aye,  aye,  s i r .  

Pal adi n gr i ml y wal ks f r om t he br i dge.  

EXT.  BLAI R' S RAPI ER 

The Rapi er ,  seen f r om behi nd,  i s  st i l l  on cour se t owar d 
t he neut r on st ar ,  Scyl l a.  Not  ver y f ar  behi nd i t ,  t he 
i mmense Snakei r .  

I NT.  COCKPI T -  BLAI R 

Bl ai r  sweat s over  t he cont r ol s.  Ther e i s  an ur gent  al ar m 
j angl i ng hi s ner ves f ur t her .  

MERLI N 
I n case t he al ar ms di dn' t  cue you - -  
you' l l  be past  t he Poi nt  of  No Ret ur n 
of  t hat  neut r on st ar  i n ni net y seconds.  
I t ' s  gr avi t at i onal  f i el d wi l l  t ear  us 
t o pi eces.  

BLAI R 
Sol ut i ons,  Mer l i n!  Not  mor e pr obl ems.  

MERLI N 
Don' t  be nai ve.  

Bl ai r  bl i nks har d at  t he scanner  scope and t he l ar ge,  
spi nni ng obj ect  dead ahead.  Then i t  dawns on hi m.  

BLAI R 
How much does a Snakei r  wei gh? 

MERLI N 
Two hundr ed t housand t ons,  gi ve or  t ake 
a f ew t housand.  

Bl ai r  does a qui ck cal cul at i on,  t hen f l i ps on t he 
af t er bur ner s.  Anot her  f l ashi ng WARNI NG LI GHT i mmedi at el y 
i l l umi nat es on hi s heads up scr een,  as he i s  t hr own back 
i n hi s seat .  

MERLI N 
( al ar med)  

What  ar e you doi ng? 
( MORE)  

( CONTI NUED)  
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MERLI N ( cont ' d)  
The af t er  bur ner s wi l l  use up our  l ast  
f uel .  And we' r e st i l l  headed f or  t he 
neut r on st ar . . .  

I NT.  BRI DGE – SNAKEI R 

The Ki l r at hi  Capt ai n r epor t s t o t he Admi r al .  

KI LRATHI  CAPTAI N 
( subt i t l ed)  

The Rapi er  i s  homi ng i n on a beacon 
s i gnal .  I t  coul d be a Conf eder at i on 
gui dance buoy.  

KI LRATHI  ADMI RAL 
( subt i t l es)  

Or  a capi t al  shi p.  I dent i f y  and r epor t .  
Ful l  bat t l e st at i ons.  

Al ar ms go of f  i n t he Ki l r at hi  shi p.  The Admi r al  l ooks down 
on hi s own i nf r ar ed moni t or ,  and wat ches t he t i ny speck 
and t he l ar ger ,  f l ashi ng obj ect  he sees t her e.  

I NT.  COCKPI T -  BLAI R 

I t  seems l i ke hal f  t he al ar m syst ems i n t he cockpi t  ar e 
buzzi ng or  f l ashi ng.  Bl ai r ' s  concent r at i on i s  t ot al ,  hi s 
f ace dr i ppi ng wi t h sweat .  

MERLI N 
( voi ce onl y)  

Ki l r at hi  r adar  l ocked on.  Ten seconds 
t o t he Poi nt  of  No Ret ur n. . .  and you' r e 
al most  out  of  f uel .  You won' t  be abl e 
t o t ur n.  

BLAI R 
Gi ve me a count .  

MERLI N 
Four . . .  t hr ee. . . .  

BLAI R 
( st ar t l ed)  

Hol y shi t !  

MERLI N 
Two. . .  

Bl ai r  j er ks t he j oyst i ck har d r i ght .  

EXT.  BLAI R' S RAPI ER 

banks har d,  af t er bur ner s gl owi ng and r oar i ng,  and veer s 
away f r om Scyl l a.  
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BLAI R 
We' r e not  goi ng t o br eak f r ee of  t he 
gr avi t y pul l !  We don' t  have enough 
f uel !  

MERLI N 
( voi ce onl y)  

Act ual l y ,  I  l i ed.  

BLAI R 
What ? 

MERLI N 
You' ve got  t en mor e seconds of  t hr ust .  

The Rapi er  shi mmi es l i ke a t uni ng f or k,  engi nes r oar i ng.  
Then,  wi t h a l ast  j er k,  she hur t l es f r ee of  t he neut r on 
st ar ' s  gr avi t at i onal  pul l .  

BLAI R 
We' r e f r ee!  

EXT.  BLAI R' S RAPI ER 

The f i ght er  r ocket s away at  a ni net y degr ee angl e f r om t he 
neut r on st ar .  

I NT.  BRI DGE – SNAKEI R 

The Admi r al  cont i nues t o peer  at  hi s scanner s.  

KI LRATHI  CAPTAI N 
( subt i t l es)  

The Rapi er  has veer ed away.  
Conf eder at i on shi p,  dead ahead.  

TRAI TOR 
( r eal i zes)  

That  i sn' t  a shi p!  

KI LRATHI  ADMI RAL 
( subt i t l es)  

Har d t o por t !  Rever se al l  t hr ust er s!  

EXT.  SNAKEI R 

The l ong shi p t r i es t o t ur n,  but  she has f ar  t oo much 
i ner t i a t o veer  away as t he t i ny Rapi er  has done.  She yaws 
and cont i nues t owar d Scyl l a,  s i deways,  now. . . .  

I NT.  COCKPI T -  BLAI R 

Bl ai r ' s  engi nes sput t er  and di e.  The war ni ng l i ght s now 

becomes const ant .  

( CONTI NUED)  
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MERLI N 
( voi ce onl y)  

We' r e out  of  f uel .  

He l ooks back at  t he Snakei r .  

BLAI R 
The Ki l r at hi ' s  t oo heavy.  Scyl l a' s  got  
her .  

I NT.  BRI DGE SNAKEI R 

The br i dge,  st i l l  shr ouded i n i t s  mur ky at mospher e,  i s  
l i s t i ng.  The neut r on st ar ,  Scyl l a,  now appear s on t he 
st ar boar d s i de.  

KI LRATHI  ADMI RAL 
( subt i t l es)  

Al l  engi nes f ul l !  

The engi ne noi se r ai ses t o a deaf eni ng r oar ,  but  t he gr eat  
shi p cont i nues t o dr i f t  t owar d t he neut r on st ar .  The 
Admi r al  r eal i zes al l  i s  l ost .  

KI LRATHI  ADMI RAL 
( t r ansl at ed:  t o Tr ai t or )  

Who was t he Ter r an pi l ot ? He used hi s 
name when he t r ansmi t t ed.  

The Tr ai t or ,  c l i ngi ng t o t he consol e,  r eaches i nt o hi s 
memor y.  

TRAI TOR 
Bl ai r .  

The Admi r al  gr unt s.  I t  coul d al most  be a l augh.  

KI LRATHI  ADMI RAL 
Bl ay- eer .  

Ever y obj ect  i n t he Ki l r at hi  br i dge begi ns t o war p and 
di st or t .  The Ki l r at hi ,  mer e s i l houet t es i n t he mur k,  ar e 
t hemsel ves st r et ched,  and pul l ed,  scr eechi ng i n pai n and 
hor r or .  

EXT.  SNAKEI R AND NEUTRON STAR 

The Ki l r at hi  shi p i s  pul l ed compl et el y ar ound,  i t s  engi nes 
f i ght i ng t he pul l  of  t he i ncr edi bl y dense obj ect . . .  

The shi p seems t o STRETCH,  THEN CRACK,  AND PULL APART.  The 
mur ky at mospher e expl odes i nt o t he voi d. . .  

The Shi p i s  shat t er ed.  And pul ver i zed i nt o smal l er  and 
smal l er  pi eces,  al l  f or mi ng a l ong debr i s t r ai l  t hat  
ext ends t owar d t he neut r on st ar .  
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Fr om nowher e,  a huge Fr al t hi  appear s.  But  sever al  moment s 
l at er ,  i t  r ecei ves DI RECT HI TS f r om a dozen cannon bl ast s.  

REVERSE ANGLE - -  

The Conf ed f l eet ,  i n at t ack f or mat i on,  l aunches A HALF-  
DOZEN TORPEDOES.  The power f ul  cannon f i r e pummel s t he 
Ki l r at hi  shi p bef or e i t  can r eact .  

RESUME JUMP POI NT - -  

The Ki l r at hi  car r i er  br eaks apar t ,  and expl odes.  A second,  
smal l er  shi p appear s.  I t  t oo i s  dest r oyed i n t he deadl y 
ambush.  

EXT.  CONCORDI A 

The gr eat  shi p seems sur r ounded by a f i r ewor ks di spl ay as 
i t  f i r es t or pedoes and mi ssi l es,  and uses i t s  massi ve 
cannon ar r ay.  

I NT.  BRI DGE -  CONCORDI A 

Bel l egar de appr oaches Tol wyn,  who wat ches gr i ml y f r om hi s 
chai r .  

BELLEGARDE 
The Ki l r at hi  f l eet  i s  comi ng t hr ough 
t he j ump poi nt  one shi p at  a t i me,  
Admi r al .  They have no chance t o def end 
t hemsel ves or  war n t he shi ps behi nd.  
Congr at ul at i ons,  s i r .  

TOLWYN 
Br i ng t he shi p about .  We l et  t hat  
Snakei r  t hr ough l i ke a bel l ed goat .  
Launch t wo Rapi er  wi ngs and a squadr on 
of  Br oadswor ds.  

BELLEGARDE 
Aye,  aye,  s i r .  

EXT.  BLAI R' S RAPI ER 

The dar kened f i ght er  t umbl es s l owl y t hr ough space.  

I NT.  COCKPI T -  BLAI R 

Al l  t he i nst r ument s ar e dar k.  Bl ai r  i s  t r embl i ng 
v i ol ent l y .  

BLAI R 
Hey,  you wer e r i ght  al l  al ong.  

( CONTI NUED)  
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Mer l i n appear s i n hol ogr am.  

MERLI N 
I  was? 

BLAI R 
We' r e doomed.  

Mer l i n has a change of  char act er  - -  a sudden bur st  
compassi on i n hi s c i r cui t r y.  

MERLI N 
Don' t  say t hat .  You' r e a f i ght er .  So 
f i ght !  We' r e goi ng t o make i t .  

BLAI R 
Col d got  t o you Mer l i n? You sound 
downr i ght  opt i mi st i c .  

MERLI N 
Let ' s  j ust  cal l  i t  i nt ui t i on. . .  

Suddenl y,  t he Rapi er  i s  j ol t ed.  

BLAI R 
What  t he hel l . . . ? 

EXT.  RAPI ER & BROADSWORD 

A Br oadswor d bomber  has capt ur ed t he dr i f t i ng Rapi er  i n 
i t s  t r act or  beam.  

MERLI N ( O. S. )  
Or  a wor ki ng ar r ay of  scanner s.  

A st r ong spot l i ght  i l l umi nat es Bl ai r  i ns i de t he cockpi t .  
As Bl ai r  l ooks up,  t he bomber  pi l ot  sal ut es hi m.  Wi t h 
badl y t r embl i ng hand,  Bl ai r  gr i ns and r et ur ns t he sal ut e.  

DI SSOLVE TO:  

EXT.  CONFED FLEET -  CHARBYDI S SECTOR 

The Concor di a f l agshi p i s  at  t he cent er  of  t he f or mat i on.  
The Admi r al ' s  gi g set s of f  f r om t he car r i er .  

I NT.  ADMI RAL' S GI G 

Bl ai r  i s  i n a c l ean dr ess uni f or m,  s i t t i ng uncomf or t abl y 
next  t o Admi r al  Tol wyn.  An honor  guar d of  Mar i nes and t he 
gi g cr ew ar e al so aboar d.  

TOLWYN 
You know I  sol d you down t he r i ver ,  
don' t  you.  Li eut enant .  

( CONTI NUED)  
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BLAI R 
Si r ? 

TOLWYN 
You wer e a pi ece on t he boar d.  A smal l  
pi ece.  

BLAI R 
I  under st and,  s i r .  

TOLWYN 
No,  you don' t .  But  t hat ' s  al l  r i ght .  I n 
your  shoes.  Li eut enant ,  I ' d despi se t he 
man si t t i ng next  t o me.  

ADJUTANT 
We' r e i n s i ght  of  t he Ti ger  Cl aw,  
Admi r al .  

Bot h Tol wyn and Bl ai r  go t o a por t  hol e and peer  out .  

EXT.  TI GER CLAW 

The bat t er ed l ady opens her  f l i ght  deck door s as t he 
Admi r al ' s  gi g appr oaches.  The gi g sai l s  t hr ough t he door s.  

I NT.  FLI GHT DECK -  TI GER CLAW 

The gi ant  door s c l ose.  Al l  avai l abl e Ti ger  Cl aw of f i cer s 
and cr ew ar e at  at t ent i on bef or e t he Admi r al ' s  gi g.  The 
gi g l ower s i t s  r amp.  As Tol wyn emer ges,  t he t r adi t i onal  
pi pes ar e bl own t o s i gnal  a f l agst af f  of f i cer ' s  pr esence 
on boar d.  Pal adi n and t he shi ps of f i cer s sal ut e smar t l y .  
Tol wyn,  f l anked by t he Mar i ne honor  guar d appr oaches 
Pal adi n and war ml y shakes hi s hand.  

BLAI R – 

Comes down t he r amp,  and sees hi s shi pmat es.  

TOLWYN 
Ladi es and gent l emen,  I  am r et ur ni ng 
your  of f i cer  t o you.  He has ser ved you 
wel l .  He has ser ved us al l . . .  ver y 
wel l .  

Pal adi n sal ut es Bl ai r  wi t h a huge gr i n.  

PALADI N 
You may j oi n your  uni t ,  Li eut enant .  

BLAI R 
Aye,  aye,  s i r .  

Bl ai r  wal ks down t he l i ne of  whi t e c l ad of f i cer s,  t owar d 
t he r anks of  pi l ot s.  Mani ac,  st i l l  at  at t ent i on,  smi r ks at  
hi m.  Then. . .  Bl ai r  s t ops.  

( CONTI NUED)  
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Dever aux st ands bef or e hi m i n her  dr ess whi t es,  eyes 
st r ai ght  ahead,  but  ner vous.  Bl ai r  goes up t o her ,  sal ut es 
st i f f l y ,  f i ght i ng t ear s.  She sal ut es hi m.  

DEVERAUX 
Wel come aboar d,  sai l or .  

BLAI R 
( choki ng wi t h emot i on)  

Gl ad t o be aboar d.  Commander .  

Bl ai r  f al l s  i n among t he r emai ni ng pi l ot s.  

TOLWYN - -  

addr esses t he cr ew of  t he Ti ger  Cl aw. . .  

TOLWYN 
I  have been an of f i cer  i n t he 
Conf eder at i on Navy f or  many year s.  I  
have never  been pr ouder  of  a shi p,  and 
of  i t s  of f i cer s and cr ew,  t han I  am 
t oday.  

PALADI N 
Mi st er  Ger al d,  I ' m r et ur ni ng t he 
command of  t hi s shi p t o you.  You may 
di smi ss t he of f i cer s and cr ew.  

GERALD 
( smi l i ng)  

Aye,  aye.  Commodor e.  

Pal adi n and Tol wyn begi n wal k i ng s l owl y up t he r amp t o t he 
Admi r al ' s  gi g.  

MANI AC – 

unabl e t o cont ai n hi msel f ,  t akes of f  hi s hat  and bel l ows.  

MANI AC 
Thr ee cheer s f or  t he Commodor e!  

WI DER - -  

As one voi ce,  t he shi ps ent i r e compl ement  ent er  i nt o a 
r ousi ng t hr ee “ hi p- hi p,  hur r ahs” .  Then,  hundr eds of  whi t e 
hat s sai l  hi gh i nt o t he ai r  and t he cheer i ng becomes 
gener al .  And so i t  i s  onl y Pal adi n,  who t ur ns and not i ces,  
l ost  i n t he gener al  j ubi l at i on. . .  

BLAI R AND DEVERAUX - -  

l ocked i n a hug t hat  becomes an embr ace,  t hat  becomes a 

k i ss,  as t he cheer i ng pandemoni um cont i nues al l  ar ound 

t hem.  

FADE OUT.  


